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Valley Cottage is situated on Lot 51 of the original town plat of Georgetown 
(1737), on the south side of Princess Stop Street. It is a g,--,;-brel roof structure 
consisting of a 42' ]ong 18th ccntury portion -....-ith a 16 1 long c:-;tc;;sion built in 
1954. The entire structure is shcatl1ed i,..-ith \.-ood -....·c;Hhc-i-l>o3rd ;;nd is cc-ve::red \.:ith 
a \;ood shingle roof. The north facade of the 18th c,_-ntury portion h2s t>.;o ccors 
sheltered by a screen porch. Flanking the porch are two windows with 6/6 sash. 
There are two doroers on the second floor, with shed roof and three pane case~ent 
windows. Defining the early portion of the house are two brick chi~neys located 
within the ends of the original d-....·elling. The lines of the original structure are 
carried through the 20th century addition on the west end. 

GE~ERAL DESCRIPTION 

Parallel to U.S. Route 213, the east gable has the back of its fireplace 
exposed and rendered. There is a 6/6 lite window south of the chiGney on the first 
story and another window on the second story. Also visible from the east is the end 
of a lean-to on the ~.outh side. A s1'":all window replaces the original 6/6 lite s.:i.sh 
(from 20th century photo). 

Across three-qu2 rter s of t11e south facade st retches the a for csa id 1 ean-to. It 
- has an entrance and two windows, one being a picture window. One portion of this 

lean-to was a small back porch, accessible from the living room door, prior to 
being enclosed for a bath. Between the lean-to and the west wing is a small section 
of the original wall with one window having 6/6 sash and batten shutters. On the 
second story are three dormer windoi,..'s, asyf'1Detrically placed so as to light the two 
chambers and stairhall. 

The south side of the new wing has a similar roof line, with lean-to. It is, 
hoi,..·ever, slightly deceptive in that the lean-to is actually part of the new room. 
A large picture window with adjoining double-hung window is located close to the 
west corner. A single dorr._er \..'indow breaks the bambrel roof on the ne'\J wing. The 
\..'est gable of the new Y.'ing has a picture window close to the south corner. Another 
picture window with flanking double-hung sash is located on the second story. All 
of the above windows were installed so as to take advantage of the yard and the 
view over the Georgetown Yacht Basin and Sassafras River from this elevated part 
of Georgetown. 

The plan of the building as it exists today consists of a central stair passage 
with a room on either side and a third room to the west, the latter being the new 
addition. Behind the east room is the lean-to kitchen and utility room. 

I~~ediately west of the hall is a room with fine paneling across the fireplace 
wall. The chi~ney breast projects two or three inches in front of the paneled 
closets and three-part molding around the large fireplace with three panels above; 
the center panel bei~g a large horizontal rectangle and the flanking panels being 
narrow vertical panels. The closet doors are six-panel hung on "H-L" hin;es. 
One retains its original O?en-frice spring latch. T\...·o tall panels are part of the 
sy~~etrical composition on the outer edges of the wall. A third panel extends 
above both the door and latter p~nels •. 

SEE co:;n:;cATim• SHEET ;'.il 
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\'alley Cottage 
Georgetm.;n 
Kent County, ~dryland 

DESCRIPTION (Continued) 

On top of the p;rnel ing is a bold cornice \>i th cro\.:n and bed 1::oldings and a 
facia and ~offit. The crown nnd facia continue around the re~ainder of the room. 
There is also a three-part chair rail and a baseboard. Batten doors open into the 
room from both north and south sides. The rereainder of the walls are plastered. 

The east room or dining room is finished simply and has a large fireplace with 
wooden lintel (now bricked up). Its west ~all, which separates it from the stairhall 
is a vertical be2ded board \•all with t1nee doors, one leading to the hall, the 1dddle 
i s a c 1 o s e t , and o n e 1 e ;i d i n g t o the c e 11 a r . The 1 a s t 11 as a r a i s e d pan e 1 above t he 
door. This room was the original kitchen according to family tradition. 

The stairhall consists of an entry and a stair located between the living room 
and the dining room closet, the latter being closed by vertical boards. The ne\,'ell 
post is a handsome fluted square post with bold applied cap. The rail is made to 
fit against the closet wall and the balusters are rectangular. 

On the second story there are two intermediate posts with fluting on one side 
onl~. The remainder of the balustrade is similar. 

On the east side of the hall, separated by a board wall is a small bedroom with 
fireplace, having a plain two-part surround similar to the work below. Two new 
closets flank the chimney. At the head of the stair on the north wall is another 
board wall which contains a closet for each of the two bedrooms. This space was 
originally part of the east bedroom. 

The south bedroom is the same size as the living room below, and like it, 
boasts a fireplace wall of paneling. Above the fireplace the coGposition is 
syc~etrical, with four-panel doors on the outer sides, two rectangular panels in the 
center of the composition, flanked by two smaller panels. Beneath the symmetry, 
ho\,ever, is the fireplace south of a large panel, the latter filling the space taken 
up by the flue from the fireplace below. 

From the cellar stair it is possible to examine some of the structure of the 
t\,'O buildings. The south 'v:all of the dining room is constructed of logs, \,'it11out 
chinking. This wall butts against the fra~ed construction of the living room wall. 
The outer surfaces of the living room \,'all studs and diagonal brace have uniform 1161 cs 
from nails to secure original weatherbo;irds. This is a clear indication of the 
construction of the building in two phases, the living room being the first secti0n 
of the building. Possibly these are the t· .. :o buildings mentioned in the 1746 \..'ill of 
Tlio:::as At'i-:inson. 
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This obs er vat ion 2 bout the 1 iv in g r o o :n being the first bu i 1 d in g a 1 so b ri n b s up 
the probability that the paneling h'3S :installed \,·]1cn t11e t\.:o buildinss ,,·ere joined 
and the entire interior refinished. Tl1is sce2s probab1e because there is no visible 
sign of there l1aving been a stair in the living room. 

The kitchen lean-to is quite simple and has no noldinss w11ich ~ou1d indicate 
its age. It is extremely low and may have begun life as a porch which was later 
enclosed. There is a later bath in the west end of the lean-to. 

From the west extension a good view down river is visible over the roofs of the 
boat yards. Picket fencing encloses m1ch of the yard. 

Kent County Land Records, Courthouse, Chestertown, ~ID 

Maryland Historical Trust Historical Sites Inventory: K~nt County (K-148) 
Michael Bourne, Surveyor 

Usilton, Fred G., History of Kent Coun~, Chestertown, 1916 

Hanson, George A., Old Kent, Chestertown, 1936 

Kent County Wills, Courthouse, Chestertown, MD 
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Architecturally Valley Cottage is an i~p0rtant exacple of vernacular architecture 
in Georgetown. It is the earliest existing structure there 2nd possesses a good 
interior. It is also the only surviving log structure in the town. It c2n be 
likened toGodlington Manor, Kent County, in its structural developrrent and form, 
although Godlington had more subsequent additions. Its living roora paneling is 
reminiscent of the work at Hattapex, Kent Isl3nd, also included in R.\BS, and the 

'second floor room is like Wright's Chance, Centerville, Queen Anne's County. Log 
buildings \.:ere quite co:-:..-:ion in Kent County, due to being a less expensive Eethod of 
construction. Few rec3in due to the fact that their foundations were frequently of 
poor quality. Several plank neat houses exist in Kent County and a few parts of 
dwellings. The earliest part of Knocks Folly is log, as is its neighbor closer 
to the water. Part of Hinchingham Farm and the Willians House, both in Rock H<.lll, 
and Killy Longfords, near Chestertown, are examples of log structures standing in 
Kent County. With the exception of Hinchingham Farm, the other structures have either 
been dacaged by fire or excessive remodeling. Valley Cottage has been changed very 
little since its major remodeling in the 18th Century. As such, it is a good 
example of 18th Century vernacular architecture, well preserved and is considered 
a significant dwelling not only by the to~'TI of Georgetown, but also by the County. 

HIS TORY Ai\"D SUPPORT 

Georgetown and adjoining Fredericktown were the focus of an attack by the 
British on May 6, 1813. According to an account in Usilton's History of Kent County, 
the British burned all but the Kitty Knight House (Restaurant). The destruction --- -
in property amounted to $19,755.81 when the British troops under the cor:..~and of 
Admiral Cockburn burned everything in sight. In all liklihood, all buildings beyond 
the Kitty Knight House were spared, thus the reason for the survival of Valley 
Cottage. 

With the exception of the land battle of Caulk's Field near Tolchester, 
Georgetown is the only other battle or confli6ration written about in the history 
of Kent County during the 11 \·~ar of 1812". This fact is the reason that Geoq~etown 
and Valley Cottage are important from a military viewpoint. 

The fact that two of the subsequent m,·ners of the house were officers in the 
military simply indicates that its owners played a part in the co~plex military 
history of our country. This is not reason enough for listing on the !\ational 
Register, it only cor.pletes the picture of the house's involvement in the military. 

\·7e cannot expand on the co::_~ercial ir::i)ortance of Valley Cottage since little is 
knc·,,;n of the history of cor~.erce in 1800. \·:e c<.in, however, speculate that the 
British on ?·~ay 6, 1813 \.:ere not out for fun, but 1..:ere on an errand to de::stroy 
co::.:-.erc:ial interests in the tO\·:n. 
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In 1820, Rever,-"nd Purnell Sicith and his \dfe lived in \'alley Cottage. As 
rector of Shre-.;sbury Parish (:\'ortheastern Kent County), the rector \;;i.s considered 
an ir~ortant personage in the county and to~n. People looked up to their ministers, 
as rany do today. The rector's residence is a monu~ent to a person hi~hly esteemed 
by his parishio~ers. 

Reverend Smith, upon retirement from Shrewsbury, remained at Valley Cottage, 
but he did not remain idle. He carried on a school in his home for the children 
of the Georgetown-Galena area. At this period there were no public schools. Small 
private schools existed around Chesterto\o.·n. It \>as the increased interest of concerned 
people, such as Reverend Smith, that was instrurental in having the State enact a 
system for uniform ?rimary education throu~hout the State in 1865. Thus, Reverend 
Sr.;ith is not ir.-,portant as a lone figure in education, but as a cog in the .... -heels 
which created universal pri~ary education. 
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Valley Cottage is possibly tlie earliest surviving structure in 
Georgetown and the only log structure to remain in the town. Archi
tecturally it was noteworthy enough to have been included in the 
first years of F..ABS. The building is also one of the few whose family 
ownership is continuous back i~to the 18th C entury. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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VALLEY COTTAGE GEORGETOWN, KENT CO. 

Valley Cottage is situated on lot #51 on the south side 
of Princess Stop Street of the original town plat of Georgetown. 
It is a small gambrel roof structure covered with wood weather
board. The north facade of the building has two doors in the 
center with a screened porch across the front of them. This is 
flanked by two windows with six-over-six sash on the original 
section. There are two other windows in the west addition. The 
addition has the same gambrel roof as the earlier part and also 
a dormer window which matches the others. They have three pane 
double casement windows. At the ends of the original dwelling 
are chimneys built of brick and contained within the structure. 

The east gable has the back of its fireplace exposed and 
stuccoed. There is a window south of the chimney on the first 
story and one north of the chimney on the second story. Both 
sections of the roof have a steep pitch. 

Across three-quarters of the south facade is a leanto addi
tion at least mid-19th century in date. A matching leanto was 
also constructed on the new west wing. The early leanto has a 
squarish window on its east side.and three others on the south, 
as well as an entrance. One window of the main house sheds light 
into the living room. The windows of the west wing are composed 
of a large "picture window" with adjoining double hung sash. 
One is located on the south side and another on the west, very 
close to the southwest corner. There are three dormers in the 
old section and one in the new. On the west side of the gable, 
on the second story is another large "picture window", this one 
with two flanking sash units. 

The plan of the building as it exists today consists of 
a central stair passage with room on either side and a third 
room to ·the west, the latter being the new addition. Behind the 
east room is the leanto kitchen and utility room. 

Immediately west of the hall is a room with fine paneling 
across the fireplace wall. The chimney breast projects two or 
three inches in front of- the paneled closets and three-part 
moulding around the large fireplace with three panels above; the 
center panel being a large horizontal rectangle and the flanking 
panels being narrow vertical panels. The closet doors are six-panel 
hung on "H-L" hinges. One retains its original open-face spring 
latch. Two tall panels are part of the symmetrical composition 
on the outer edges of the wall. A third panel extends above both 
the door and latter panels. On the top of the paneling is a bold 
cornice with crown and bed mouldings and a facia and soffit. The 
crown and facia continue around the remainder of the room. There 
is also a three-part chair rail and a baseboard. A batten door 
opens into the room from both north and south sides. The remainder 
of the walls are plastered. 

The east room or dining room is finished simply and has a 
large fireplace with wood lintel (now bricked up). Its west wall, 
which separates it from the stair hall is a vertical beaded 
board wall with three doors, one leading to the hall, the middle 
is a closet and one leading to the cellar. The last has a raised 
panel above the door. 
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The stair hall consists of an entry and a stair located 
between the living room and the dining room closet, the latter 
being closed by vertical boards. The newel post is a handsome 
fluted square post with bold applied cap. The rail is made to 
fit against the closet wall and the balusters are rectangular. 

On the second story are two intermediate posts with flut
ing on one side only. The remainder of the balustrade is simi
lar. 

On the east side of the hall, separated by a board wall 
is a small bedroom with fireplace, having a plain two-part sur
round similar to fhe work below. Two new closets flank the chim
ney. At the head~ the stair on the north wall is another board 
wall which contains a closet for each of the two beGrooms. This 
space was originally part of the east bedroom. 

The south bedroom is the same size as the living room below 
and like it, boasts a fireplace wall of paneling. Above the fire
place the composition is symmetrical, with four panel doors on 
the outer sides, two rectangular panels in the senter of the com
position flanked by two smaller panels. Beneath this symmetry 
however, is the fireplace south of a large panel, the latter fill
ing the space taken up by the flue from the fireplace below. 

Returning to the dining room, on opening the door to the 
cellar, the wall on the south is exposed logs without chinking. 
This wall butts into the corner post of the living room, giving 
rise to the possibility that the living room was the first struc
ture on the property with the dining room being added soon there
after. The stair side of the living room wall also has nail holes 
in the studs and diagonal brace which further support the theory 
of two periods of construction. If it indeed did develop inthis 
manner, it would be similar to a small derelict building opposite 
Essex Lodge in Cecil County near Earleville. 

The kitchen leanto is quite simple and has no mouldings 
which would indicate its age. It is extremely low and may have 
begun life as a porch which was later enclosed. There is also 
a bath in the west end of the leanto. 

From the west extension a good view down river is visible 
over the roofs of the boat yards. Picket fencing encloses much 
of the yard. 
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