
K-160 

Godomar 
Near Massey 
Private 

Circa 1820-1840 

The large brick house at Godomar, on the west side of Route 299 less 
than a mile north of Massey, was built in a late Federal style in three 
sections, all apparently contemporaneously, between about 1820 to 1840. 
Considered together, without the infi 11 rear porch, an irregular U was formed 
in the rear. The house has two facades. The main, east-facing facade is five 
bays wide and 2-1/2 storeys tall, with main entry in the central bay leading 
to a central hall. The irregular three-bay, south-facing facade is also 2-1/2 
storeys tall and intersects the main facade at the southeast corner, where 
the two roofs. A kitchen with servants· quarters is to the rear of the 
east-facing section and covered by a long shed roof. The house at Godomar is 
probably unique in its form and floor plan among Kent County houses, 
certainly among houses of its period that survive. The origin of the plan is 
not known. The house appears to be built on the site of an older dwelling, 
with part of the foundation (east wall) reused. This house is probably a 
reflection of the agricultural prosperity that returned to Kent County during 
the second quarter of the nineteenth century after a period of agricultural 
depression that related to poor farming practices, changing markets, the 
growth of the West, and international problems. Especially with the adoption 
of "scientific farming" principles, the area returned to the productivity that 
it was basically capable of, for this is an area of good, well-drained soils. A 
number of houses were bunt up and down the same road during the same 
period that are very similar in some respects--stairs, trim, fenestration, 
wall construction, and form. Were it not for the unusual secondary wing and 
kitchen extension, the house at Godomar would be almost exactly like the 
others. 



Survey No. K-160 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. I ".::> 0 I (.» D ".:>'!:>bl...\ 

DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Godomar (preferred), God's Gracious Acres 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number West side Rt. 299, . 9 mile north of Massey __ not for publication 

city, town Massey 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
__!____ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
__!__private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
_JL_not applicable 

_lL vicinity of 

county 

Status 
__lL occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
__ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_lL_ no 

congressional district 

Kent 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

First 

__ museum 
__ park 
-1L private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name CAG Farms, Inc. 

street & number P .0. Box 137 telephone no.: 928-3253 

city, town Massey state and zip code Maryland 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Court House liber ERP 75 

street & number Cross Street folio 864 

city, town Chestertown state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Maryland Historic Site Inventory HABS Inventory 

date September 11, 1968 _x__ federal _x_ state __ county __ local 

depositoryforsurveyrecords Marylnad Historical Trust, 21 State Circle 

city, town Annapolis state Maryland 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
.1l_ good 
__ fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
_x__ altered 

Check one 
_lL original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. K-160 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The large brick house at Godomar, on the west side of Route 299 less 
than a mile north of Massey, was built in a late Federal style in three 
sections, all apparently contemporaneously, from about 1820 to 1840. 
Considered together, without the infill rear porch, an irregular U was formed 
in the rear. The house has two facades, the main east-facing facade that is 
five bays wide and 2-1/2 stories tall, with main entry in the central bay 
leading to a central hall. The openings are symmetrically arranged, with even 
spacing, and windows are aligned from first story to the second. One room 
is on each side of the hall, but the south corner room (whose south wall forms 
part of the secondary, south facade) is not entered in the usual location from 
the hall, near the entry. The south facade has three bays on both stories, 
with openings aligned from first story to second, but they are not evenly 
spaced horizontally. The center door (with window above) is off-center to 
the east, with entry into the front corner room, which the east window lights. 
This southeast corner room probably was the family parlor, with the room 
across the hall to the north, part of the main-facde section the company 
parlor, though there is a possibility that it was the dining room originally. 
The west room whose south wall makes up part of the south facade is now the 
kitchen, but perhaps earlier the dining room. The original room arrangement 
is unclear. Behind the northern portion of the main facade, to the west of the 
front room north of the hall, is a section covered by a shed roof continuous 
from the roof ridge of the front-facing facade section. This section, now a 
garage, was originally the kitchen, with servants' quarters on the second 
story reached through a stair in the southeast corner of the kitchen (now 
gone). The end of the kitchen wing formerly extended farther northward than 
it does at present; how much was removed is not known. The small space 
between the three sections has been enclosed (and extended westward) and 
covered with a shed roof that is continuous with that of the kitchen wing. A 
shed dormer in this section lights the servants' quarters. There may have 
been a second such dormer at one time, farther to the north. On the interior 
there is a principal central hall of the main section on the first and second 
stories, with the stair from first to second. However, at the second floor 
level is a secondary hall, perpendicular to the central hall, located 
approximately over the secondary entry area of the south facade. It contains 
the doors to the south bedrooms and a stair to the third story. This hall is 
tall, open to the third floor's ceiling. Access to the entire third story is via 
this stair. The roofs of the two, large, main sections are gable at their ends 
but hipped where they meet at the southeast corner. 

(Continued) 



8. Significance Survey No. K-160 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 

1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_x_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

_K._ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
_x_ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

Specific dates Circa 1820-1840 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A 

A 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

B C D 

B C D E F G 

national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The house at Godomar is probably unique in its floor plan among Kent 
County houses, certainly among houses of its period that survive. The origin 
of the plan is not known. The house appears to be built on the site of an older 
dwelling, with part of the foundation (east wall) reused. This house is 
probably a reflection of the agricultural prosperity that returned to Kent 
County during the second quarter of the nineteenth century after a period of 
agricultural depression that related to poor farming practices, changing 
markets, the growth of the West, and international problems. Especially with 
the adoption of the "scientific farming" principles preached for a time only by 
a few, the area returned to the productivity that it was basically capable of, 
for this is an area of good, well-drained soils. A number of houses were built 
up and down the same road during the same period that are very similar in sorre 
respects--stairs, trim, fenestration, wall construction, and form. Were it not 
for the unusual secondary wing and kitchen extension, tlle house at Godomar would 
be almost exactly li~<e the others. 

(Continued) 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. K-160 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale _______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I I I I I I I BLi_J I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cL.i.JI ~~--........ ~II~~__._._. ......... D LiJ I I I I 
E Li_J I I ~I ....L-.1.--'-.-..-......... F LLI I I I 
GLLJ I I ~I....._._._ __ __ H LL_j I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county 

state code county 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Margaret Q. Fallaw, Survey Consultant 
County Commissioners of Kent County 

organization Historical Society of Kent County 
Court House 

street & number Church Alley 

city or town Chestertown 

date July 29, 1986 
778-4600 

telephone 778-3499 

state Maryland 

code 

code 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

I 

PS-2746 



Continuation Page 7.1 K-160 

A cellar is beneath the southern portion of the building only, the section 
whose axis is east-west, including the portion above whicn the southeast 
corner room is located. Most of the joists run north-south except for a 
change of direction in the center as begins to be seen during the 1820-40 
period underneath central halls, where (sometimes supported on one side by a 
cellar partition wall of the foundation material) joists run a short distance 
the other way with the long joists on either side into which they are headed 
supported by a central pier. This sort of framing does suggest that there was 
once an enclosed hall running from the south facade's central (but off-center) 
entry to the door now across an open room that opens to the central hall. The 
cellar is, in fact, divided by a north-south brick cross wall that continues up 
through the living area above. It is at the front, east wall of this ce11ar area 
that the evidence becomes confusing. Part of the wall there seems to be an 
old foundation, and the joists above have been interrupted and redone in 
sections. Part of the front wan is stone. No clear reason could be found for 
this. Underlying the central hall and the north front room is a crawl space. 
The old kitchen area under the shed roof has had its floor removed and a 
concrete floor poured at ground level. 



Continuation Page 8.1 K-160 

The house at Godomar was probably built by a member of the Massey 
famfly, which had been landholders in the area since the late seventeenth 
century. Several of the farms nearby are still owned by a Massey, though not 
this one, which is now part of a large, multiple-farm operation raising a 
variety of vegetables and other crops. The house is rented. In 1860, according 
to Martenet's map of Kent County of that year, the house belonged to R. B. M. 
Massey, with other Massey family holdings nearby. By 1877, the y:ear of the 
Lake, Griffing and Stevenson atlas with election-district maps of Kent 
County, the farm was owned by Dr. Charles H.B. Massey. Massey was trained 
as a physician but evidently: never practiced, preferring instead to manage his 
multiple farm holdings. In 1877, among others, he also owned the farm to the 
north (Belmont, K-159), where he is sa1d to have lived, and the farm to the 
south, the old house for which is now gone. 

The crossroads village that grew up to the south, at the junction of the 
Millington-Sassafras roaa (a major north-south route from Queen Anne's 
County through Kent into Cecil County) with the Galena-Duck Creek, Delaware, 
road for logical reasons became known as Massey's Crossroads and is still 
known as tfte village of Massey, with its own post office. In the late 
nineteenth century it became the location of the junction of the Kent and 
Queen Anne's Railroad with the Kent County Railroad and enjoyed a period of 
growth for a time thereafter. 
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 
INVENTORY K - 160 

1. STATE Maryland 
COUNTY .l{eut 
TOWN Nassey VICINITY 

STREET NO. Rt. 2'j9, 1 mile nortn ot 11as~ey 2. NAME Godomar (or God's GradoUE. Acres) 
(west) 

ORIGINAL.OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE dwelling 
PRESEl'IT OWNER (}'.lrrett F• 
PRESENT USE dwelling 
WALL CONSTRUCTION brick 
1-!0. OF STORIES ~ 

1rumer 

DATE OR PERIOD C . 18aJ 
STYLE F~deral 
ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4, NOTABLE FEATURES, !11STORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC no 

Godomar was built on part oj' tt}.as .. eY ' s Adventure" which was an early land grant 

from LO rd Baltimore iu the 17th ce!ltury. Thi; present structi.1.re dates from the 

first quarter of the l';itn century and hi.ls one of the most unusual floor plans found 

in Kent CO\lllty . It nas two facades set at right angles to each otuer, like a 

house located on tn- corner of a citiJ block. The east facade is five OC:ys long 

wi t.n central d.001·, q- storys with tne soutn side of the roof nipped to receive 

the ' L', while tr.e north slde has a regular g~ole Wl. tr encloaed chLmhey. 'l'WO 

dormers lignt the at-tic 't.tuch have 6/6 saan, fluting ana corner blocks. Above the 

o th~r windows are ~all flat arcbes and the sash are 9/9 and 9/6 on firs1. and seco d 

storys respectively. The south facade is only tr.ree bays long and h-s a center 

door, two dormers on the roof, as the east facade and u nipped e~:Jt side to receive 

tue other hlpp~d portion of the roof. This facade is the only wall laid in Flemish 

bonci; others are laid in cornm.un oond. A chimney is located on the west gal:le and 

another, slig.htJy north of tl1t3 intersection of tn1o: nipped roof. 

Bt;hlna tn~ stair ha.Ll and north room is a lean to roof which covers tne present 

garnge (originally the latchen) and a polch, "' ich is direct.Ly b~ni.ng the haJ.l artd 

w t~ch extends farther than the garage waH and is supported oy :me bri.c1.< pier. 

S. ?HYSICA L CONCITION OF l:'rRUCTURE Endangered no 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Pion Optlono/) 

n. PU BUSHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 
ll'ITERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, :re. 

Inte r ior .i.i:ood E•te r lor good 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAM E, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

E:i..cnae l ..purne 

DATE OF RECORD .Jept. ll, 19b8 



K - J..bO 

This arra1igeme11t enables the po1·ch to ce two full storya on the inner wtu.l, thus 

tne stair !undl11g window looks onto the pot'Ch o .l\. no fartnur sir.ce tn;: roof ... xtends 

so far out and clos e to tne ground in cata11de 1asnion. 

Orie;.u.1.aHy tne garage was lone er than it is presentiy t but the present mn.ers 

made 1 t smaller for co .. veri.ience. Looking at tne gable of the id. tcnen or garage 

leanto, there is only one slope to the roof. 1rho kitchen fireplace and chlmeny 

was :3Upi-03ed to nove Ot!en in tne 1.ortnwe::;t comer. 

Qn the i:ortl:l-BOUth ax.is, tt.ere are two roOlri3 divioed oy ttlv sta1r naJ..l, l'ltid:tth 

otui.rs i;o only to the second floor. rra..-. otbo.r tlight to tr.c a~tic ax-e locatr~d iu 

o owall hall 11bove tr:e .80uth ro:>m. ~vtn stoirs aru opeup stririgsnd lwvc ro..ruted rai.ls, 

buaued sc1i.lare tn.lua tt?.t's, and turned pine ncw•)l posts. 

on tnc eust- west a::.is, tnere arc only two rooms; the present ~itcnen and u.e 

::.ame room called tu.: south room above. This room is l;jntered frofll outside tnru 

the cent~r door of tie south facade. 

1ost 01 tto chair rail , trim a!la mantels are orieinal t!,rouguout. ~'ne .nouse 

is kept ir, very good cond1 tioc. There is only 01.e tr ... e on Lne l ·.iwn, a large holly. 

Also tne1'0 iu·v Tt..mna •• ts 01· some large boJ0-1000 . 
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page l 

Name ~-
Location ~~ 

COUNTY 

\\~ ?9~ - l ~~ 
a dress or road# IS 

First owner of record ________ M........,~..,...iioiiiilij~~ ...... ·.....,._ DATE ____ _ 

Present owner_~~ ... ~-........ ---~ ..... _1i._.IA.:yw¥_..._._ _________ DATE ____ _ 

Address ~ MorMW 
~----.-...--~,~--~"'""""·"'"'""'-...a.----------------------------

Parcel or Deed # -------------------------------------------
Original use.~-~<ik~~~~J~j~,~M.;~---------------------------------
Present use ___ _....Av.,,MMlo~.J.~R.i .• M..._ _________________________________ ___ 

\ Md. Map Coordinates ________________________________________ ___ 

Long. & Lat. readin ---------------------------------------------
Style F~ 
Date(s) of construction a. t'MK?- ti>~o 

Architect 

Builder 

DESCRIP.rION: 

a\.~ ty~ NUMBER of stories Qonstruction 

Foundation-basement -&•nh WM: tABAlR.a. 

~11 constructio~-~~~-· -~---~'~~~-~~-~~~- ~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~·~A~·---
Cp,.,.'*"""' '- " .\."-' ' ·.~ 

Water table, string course, other decorative work eseential to walls 
__ .l!L, __ ~~-~--~~-4~~--·~-~--- +11 o _____ _ 

}JM-~ ,,(J,hlM-- "'~' • t4- • 

I 
I 



J:>hGE 2 

Name _ _.;::fu,:..-;;;..;;.~~-()IY"".;....;...-------------- MHT# k- f~O 

Entrance type & placement 4'z ft ~sJ>.
~ ~ ~ tr=~ ...,'4',.. ~..,._ lo~ -

+- ~ c..ew4--U'" .W,.. 5 ~~s 
~~ b ~~'I;. 

Roof type __ ~A......_ _____________ c_o_v_er_1_·n_g.___~ __ ~~-~_.....~.._ 
I 

Cornice, eaves ~ --~ ~ ~ 

Dormers , cupolas "';:.._-- ""'i ... ~k blDJ... .. .\. il ..... k.R. ~ ~ - :l. 

""'- .e_._j/,.. \r ·::=:: fk+ ),,,.J..Jl. &,,.,.,..,,- ""' w ... h :..1... 1. '?>e 
Porches ~ = 1-<l -~ t;e.!i(.'.,D.., ~ ~ s,,,.A.:;. 

~=4.. ¢...o..oJ...; \_...-'~L pe> + 
Wings , hyphens I~ t>t-cJ.,f..J.- '>5=«~ NW ~ b ~ 

Interior: 
Stairway ror.=- <;.~, v.~ 're>~ \--~ ., ,l'"cl,..J ~ 

'°~~ - \ooe,·~ &@f'" - p01

b d ' J.~ ~ - Le::~~ 
I~ ~ epez • ;$,~ ,: Jo uh(..,;_ - V~ WA-~ , 

Other not eable work kt: pt.a.,.. -o NJ>k~ j 
Chi:>\~ J- pa-.-d- ~--~-+at:: ... -.~......._-4~------------------+-----

\. 
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page 3 

Name ~cl...o~CIN" MHT# K- I t:.0 
~~-=~~~---~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

References : 
MHT Color slide # 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Enclosur es : e . g . Map , Historical significance, sketch of floor plan, 

and angle of phot os , etc . 
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K-160 
Godomar 
Rt. 299, near Massey 
M. Q. Fallaw - 7/30/86 
View to northwest 





K-160 
Godomar 
Rt. 299, near Massey 
M. Q. Fallaw - 7/30/86 
View to east 
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