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K-18 Metcalfe Apartments 

Chestertown 
Private 

late 18th century 

Although e x t e n s i v e restoration would be required to bring t h i s dwelling 

back to anything approaching i t s original form, i t s 5-bay l a t e 18th century 

ske l e ton --very similar i n general design and many d e t a i l s to t h e Powers 

House around the corner on M a p l e Avenue - - can s t i l l be recognized. In its 

present form, its historical significance is minimal. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

K-18 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Metcalfe Apartments K-18 

LOCATION 
STREET 8. NUMBER 

Comer Water i i t reet and Maple Avenue 
CITY. TOWN 

Chestertown VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Firs t 
STATE 

Maryland 
COUNTY 

Kent 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_OISTRICT 

XBUILDINGISI 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 

—PUBLIC 

_»RIVATE 

_BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

_ I N PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

JfocCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
—YES RESTRICTED 

_YES; UNRESTRICTED 

_ N 0 

PRESENTUSE 

AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL ^PARK 

—EDUCATIONAL ^PRIVATE RESIDENCt 

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

—MIUTARY —OTHER * P " ^ 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Gilbert A. Bliss Te lephone # ; 235-0290 
STREETS. NUMBER 

3716 Greenmount Avenue 

Maryland 21218 
CITY. TOWN 

Baltimore VICINITY OF 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC Q f f i c e o f t h e C o u n t y C l e r k 

L i b e r #: SHP 66 
F o l i o #: ^^9 

STREETS. NUMBER 

Kent County Court House 
CITY TOWN 

Chestertown 
STATE 

Maryland 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

none 

—FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

STATE 



DESCRIPTION K-18 

—EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

JD'AIR 

CONDITION 

—DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

—UNALTERED 

X-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE • 

X.ORIGtNALSITE 

MnVFD riATF 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The Metcalfe Apartments i s a large frame house bui l t close t o the s t r e e t on the northwest 
corner of the in t e r sec t ion of I'̂ aple ^venue and Water "^treet in Ghestertoira. I t i s on the 
nor theas t half of Town Lot V-> on the Original Plot of Chestertown. I t i s quite similar in 
general conception and some de t a i l to 108 Maple Venue around the corner . 

I t appears t o have been through several stages of a l te ra t ion , but as i t present ly stands, i t 
i s a 2g-s tory , ?-bay L-shaped house, the wing squared to the south ( l e f t ) gable end. The 
f ront sect ion of the house has an "•̂ " roof with two gabled dormers (on both front and rear 
roofs ) and a 1-bajr, f u l l height cen t ra l gable between them, which we guess i s not or iginal 
( the cen t ra l gable on 108 Maple i s n o t ) . Below the central gable i s a 1-bay, 2-story 
p ro t i co which replaced a s ingle s tory nineteenth century por t ico in the 19U0*s or 19^0's , 
during the house •,r. l a t e s t remodeling. 

The facade i s symmetrical. The house s i t s on a painted brick b asement and i s sided in 
clapboard. There are fu l l -he ight p i l a s t e r s a t the corners of the facade and on the north 
( r i g h t r e a r ) corner of the north gable end. The ent i re present por t i co has a high btiok 
porch with semi-circular brick s t e p s ascending i t from both s ides . The door i s 6-paneled 
and the top pa i r of panels have window panes in them. The door i s framed by p i l a s t e r s and 
a very low r e l i e f cornice with d e n t i l s . The por t ico has a pa i r of square p i l l a r s in i t s 
f ront corners and a pa i r of half p i l l a r s against the facade. I t has a p la in booc cornice 
vrhich meejs and matches the main corn i ie of the house. The roof of the por t ico i s f l a t . 

The windows on the f i r s t and second s to r i e s of the facade are 6/6 double hung sash and h a l ^ 
«iJimiiiiMx3iwfcHlitxaHiixatillBxa«ui loiwered s h u t t e r s . The photograph in Fred Usi l ton ' s Chestertown; 
^ro City on the Chester ind ica tes tha t bay windows were on e i ther side of the entrajice 
in the l a ^ nineteenth centxiry. 

The dormer windows are 2/2 and h-ve decorative t r ^ e r y on the wood f r e i zes over them. There 
i s a s ingle short l ance t window in the cen t r a l gable. The roof i s of ccmposition shingles . 
There i s a large chimney within the south gable end and a smaller one within the north gable 

^'^^* •JHHHt-INSERT-'HHHi' 

The L-win^ is the same height as the main s ection, is four hays long, and has an "A" roof 
with three gabled dormers. According to the outline of the building on the 1877 Map of 
Chestertown, this wing apnears to be a late nineteenth century addition to the house—after 
1877 but before 1900 when Ustlton's book came out—presuimbly by William Vannort, who pur
chased the house from the Wickes in 1882. It is quite likely that the single story 19th 
century proticos (there was one on the southwest gable end ins ddition to the main entrance) 
were Vannort's also: they resemble very closely those on 103 Queen ^troet, a house he owned • 
fDcm 1868 until he died. 

Final alterations to the house include an additional shed roof section added to the end of 
the L and the filling in of the open side of the L, both alterations done at some time during 
the present century. 

•M***The south (left) gable end has one 6/6 window in the left bay where the side portico 
used to be and a sm all 1-story shed in the right bay. There is one 6/6 window in the 2nd 
bay of the second story and ther? are two small attic windows in the gable. There is a short 
cornice return. The north (right) gable end has two 2/2 vrlndows on either side of the ex
posed back of the fireplace on the first story, one 2/2 window in the left bay and evidejB^ 
of a window having been boarded uj) in the right on the second story, and two small attic^^ 
windows in the gable. There is a short cornice return. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE K-18 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

— 1400 1499 

— 1500-1599 

— 1600-1699 

3QCl 700-1799 

— 1800 1899 

— 1900 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

AGRICULTURE 

-^ARCHITECTURE 

ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

— EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

-PHILOSOPHY 

-POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES l a t e l8th century BUILDER/ARCHITECT u n k n o w n 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

There is no telling exactly when the original frame dwelling that has turned into the 
present Mete .Ife Apartments was built, but its style is a mixture of eighteenth and 
nineteenth century features and ̂ost of the latter appear to be alterations. There 
is documentary evidence the house may hare been built before 1780 when Daniel 
Matzlar paid William ^tevenson \M\ 2/3 bushels of wheat for Water Lot 9 (vacant) 
and the half of Town Lot l5 the present house is on. The othsr half of 15 and Water 
Lot 10 (both of which nay have been vacant) went for only 222 bushels. 

The property remained in the Metzlar family u^til 179bwtien Daniel sold it for t250 
to Robert Wright. It was sold again in ISOI, this time for,lĴ OO to Richard Barroll 
I with mention in the deed of "tenements and premises," so we ve very likely got our 
hodse built by then. 

Both this bouse and 108 Maple would have handsome restoration projects, though the 
task would be considerably greater on this house than the other. There are very 
few eighteenth century frame houses in the county. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
On Town Lot l 5 , beie:: on the comer of Front "^treet and Maple Avenue in Chester-town, 
having a frontage of 85 f e e t , 10 inches on Front Street and 72 fee t on Maple Avenue. 

The Maryland His to r ic S i t es Inventory was o f f i c i a l l y created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legis la ture , to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Ar t i c l e 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not cons t i tu te any inf r inge
ment of indiv idual property r i g h t s . 

RETURN TO: Maryland His to r i ca l Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 S ta te Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Summary o f T i t l e Search: Metcalfe Apartments 
John Calder to John Bordsley, merchant Liber 7-429 (1754) & 100 
(Town Lot 15 and Water Lots 9 and 10) 

John Bordley wills the property to his wife, Isabella in 1761. Wills Liber 4 124 

Isabella marries William Stevenson in I76I. 
Wm. Stevenson and Isabella transfer property to Robert Sterling, atty, and 

back again to secure title. DD 1 25 and DD 1 27 (1761) 
William Stevnson t o Daniel Matzlar DD 5 535 (1780) 444 2/3 bushe ls of wheat 

( n o r t h e a s t half of l o t 15 and Water l o t 

Daneil Matzlar to John Matzlar (son) EF 6 135 (1782) 
John Matzlar to Daniel Matzlar BC 3 111 (1790) 

Daniel Matzlar t o Robert Wright BG 4U 123 ( l790) 250 

Robert Wright to Richard Ba r ro l l W 1 6 5 4 (1801) 400 
("moiety of Town Lot 1 5 . . . " ' tenements, premises") 

James E. B a r r o l l , t r u s t e e for s a l e of a l l p roper ty of Richard B a r r o l l , d e c e a s e d 
to Thomas Davis WS 5 494 (l822) (deed says 'Jerimiah Nicols is tenant 

of Thomas Davis at this time) 

Henreitta Davis, to James A. Pearce, trustee of 
estate of Davis JNG 11 239 (1845) $650 

J a m e s A. P e a r c e , trustee to Richard S. Thomas JNG 12 224 ( l849) 

Richard Thomas to Mary S. Thomas JNG 12 225 (1849) $750 
Mary S. Thomas wills property to Henrietta Bruff for life and after her death to 

Mary E. Wickes Green, she being the s i s t e r of Joseph Wickes, Peregr ine L. 
Wickes, and Sarah A, Wickes. 

Joseph A. Wickes e t a l . t o Augusta Wickes, F ranc i s Wickes, a n d Mary G. W i c k e s . 
DGB 2 209 (1876) 

James A. Pearce, trustee for several Wickes in dispute, to William J. Vannort 
JTD 6 244 (1882) 

Vannort w i l l s p r o p e r t y t o H a r r y Simpers, e t al. 

Harry G. Simpers, et. al. to R . Ellis Clark RAS 9 370 (1931) 

R. Ellis C l a r k to J. Raymond Simpers RAS 9 370 (1932) 

J. Raymond Simpers t o Geroge H. Gardner , Jr. RAS 38 13 (1946) 

S. S c o t t Beck, Jr., assignee ( f o r Geo. H . G a r d n e r ) to James G. Metcalfe WHG 24 522 (1952) 

' L i l l i a n Metcalfe to Gilbert A. Bliss EHP 65 869 (1976) 
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Metcalfe Apartments 
Water St. and Maple Ave. 
Chestertown 
Chestertown Quad. 
Kent County 










