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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT A~D ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Salter House, originally located on the north~est corner of the intersection 
of Maryland Route 447 U'iorgnec Road) and fjary1and Route 290, is thought to have been 
built circa 1773. The 2~-story brick building (32' x 20') changed o~nership many 
times. It was abandoned in 1970 and va~dalized prior to being ~oved in 1973 by the 
current o~ner, Frank M. Huggins. At that time, the hoJse was desig~ated for de~olition, 
having been declared a traffic hazard by ~he 1'.aryland i:Jepart.'=r,t of Transportation, 
along with three other early buildings at the intersection. 7he Salter House is the 
only one of these that remains riear the intersection; it is located approximately 250 
feet from its original site. 

In the relocation, the house orientatio~ was changed from fronting on Morgnec 
Road, facing south to fronting on ~aryland Route 290, facing east. (See attached site 
relocation plan.) The building was stabilized and the masonry 1·:ork restored after 
the move. The thirty foot, three-bay, one and one-half story frame 1.,ring with chimney 
and the one-story, L-shaped shed porch \vhich turned with the high11;ay intersection 1:ere 
destroyed prior to relocation. A fire in the house destroyed the original stair 
and damaged much of the trim. A new cedar shingle roof was put on the house after its 
relocation. 

The building is an ~n.;:;osing structure, approximately thirty feet high to the 
ridge, laid in Fle~ish bond on the impor~ant north and east s;~es, ~hich originally 
fronted the intersection, with glazed headers on the north gable. Chimneys are in 
each gable. A sirnple cornice with crow~ m~~lding projected ap~roximately twelve 
inches at the second floor ceiling levei. The fenestration of the house is irregular. 
The east facade is four b5ys long, with a door in the first 2nj third bays from the 
nort~and wir jaws in the other two bays on the first floor, four windows on the second 
and two dormers on this side of the roof. There is one door and no ~indows on the 
first floor of the west side, three windows on the second floor, and two dormers on 
the roof. On the south end there is or.e c'oor on the \,rest side on the first story and 
two windows on either side of the chimney in th2 gable. On the north end a door in 
the east bay and a window in the ~est on ~he first floor are the only openings. Sash on 
the first floor have 8/12 lights; those on.the second have 8/12 ii9hts and the dormers 
have 6/6 light sash. The first floor windows had paneled shutters and the second story 
windows and dormers had louvered shutters. 

The interior of the house is in poor condition, waiting for rehabilitation,hith 
plaster removed from the ceilings and partitions throughout the structure and partially 
from the masonry walls. There is one interior masonry wall two stories in height. 
(See floor plan.) 

The first floor is divided into two rooms, each with two exterior doors, plus a 
third door in the south room that provided access to the fra~e addition. The large 
(north) room on the first floor is thought to have been a tavern room and later a 
store. It has beaded joists at the 9 1 high ceiling. probably orisinally exp6sed. 
The plaster ceiling and cro~1n moulding t~at were probably 2dded later have been removed. 
Remains of door and \':indav: trim indicate that a simpler style of wood trim was used ll 
throughout the re.nainder of the house. A flue runs up to the chimney stack at the nor~ 
end, but there are no fireplaces in this end of the building. The small (south) room 
has a fireplace and does not have beaded ceiling joists. It is thought that the masonry 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET ~1. 
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wall dividing these two rooms originally had a smaller passage or door between the 
two, rather than the wide opening that currently exists. 

Access to the upper floors was by a narrow winding stair: the original stair, 
which was destroyed by fire, has been replaced by a new dup1icate. The stair leads 
from the north (store ) room to a small hall on the second floor. 

The plan of the second floor consists of the stair hall on the east and a 
small room on the west in the center, flanked by two bedrooms at either end. The 
south bedroom is enclosed entirely by brick walls, and has a fireplace on the south 
wall. A small paneled closet with three shelves is above the firebox, and opens to 
the east side of the fireplace. The north bedroom is separated from the hall and 
small room by frame partitions of vertical beaded paneling that were furred on both 
sides and plastered. This paneling was probably exposed at one time. Ceiling height 
on the second floor is 8 1 4". 

The stairs continue to the third floor where there is a room at each end, north 
and south, with dormers on the east and west sides. On the south end there are two 
small windows flanking the chimney. Ceiling height on the third floor is 6 1 10". 

Door and window trim remains in the building indicating that the two upper 
floors had similar window and door trim to that in the first floor room, progressing 
from more elaborate on the first floor to least elaborate on the third floor with 
similar moulding details. 
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The intersection of Maryland Routes 290 and 447 has a long history as a commercial 
center, beginning in the 18th century. Until 1973 three 18th century structures stood 
~~re, on the northeast, southwest and northwest corner. They were the re~ains of 
what had grown into a sma 11 vi 11 age during the 19th century. The :'.aryl and Department 
of Transportation decided to de~olish the buildings as they sat right on the intersection 
and were regarded as a traffic hazard blocking the driver's view. The Chesterville 
store (in 1860 G.W. Spry's store and in 1877 store and post office), a small brick 
structure, was moved to the Howard Johnson's tract on U.S. Route 301 in Kent County. 
The frame hotel (in 1860 Jos. Morris' hotel and in 1877 J. Curey's property) was moved 
to the Kent County Farm Museum site near Kennedyville. Only the Grick House or Salter 
House remains at the intersection, and it was moved 250 feet north of its ori9inal 
location. 

The Brick House was constructed in the 18th century, probably soon after 1773. Its 
floor plan reflects its use as a corn;;iercial building, 11ith two roo:-is of very unequal 
size, the smaller one with a fireplace and the larger one with or.ly a flue, probably 
for a stove, dating from the 19th century. The presence of two doors in each of the 
first floor rooms also suggests that this was a building in public use. 

The 1~-story frame wing had t\·JO rooms on each floor and a centra 1 chimney. This 
was destroyed in the 1973 move. Another 1~-~tory, frame wing will be added during 
restoration. 

In August, 1773 William Woodall sold three-quarters of an acre to Isaac Spencer for 
b30. The property was described as "lying at New Market Crossroads" and "containing 

about 3/4 acre ... being part of Vianna." It was bounded on the south and east by two 
main roads, on the west by Lambert Smith's lot and on the north by "Mr. Bootes' land." 
(DD4/234.) Spencer built the present house soon after purchasing the lot. He sold it 
in 1814 for $1,600., and the deed reads in part: "All that lot of ground in New 
Market ... beginning at the corner of the Brick house ... including the house kitchen 
and garden as occupied by Benjamin Riley." (BC8/176.) 

8y 1240 the post office had been established in New Market and its name changed 
to Chesterville. (JNG7/235.) Aaron L. Gooding bought the property,~ acre, in 1857. 
(JKH 1/87.) Rebecca V. Gooding acquired the property from Gooding's estate in 1879; 
she was probably his wife. (DCB 5/272.) Martenet's map of Kent County shows the Brick. 
House as "A.L Gooding's Store" in 1860. The 1877 atlas of Kent and Queen Anne's 
Counties shows it as "Mrs. Goodwin Store," probably an error, meaning Mrs. Gooding's. Q 
Mrs. Gooding's will mentions "my house, Store, Lot and appurtenances, in Chesterville .... " 
(JCS 1/32.) 
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The 1959 deed for the property, from Joseph R. Spry and wife to George R. Salter 
and wife identifies this building as that "commonly known as the Brick House." It has 
since picked up the common name of the Salter House. 

The present owner plans to restore the exterior of the house, including the porch 
on the (now) north and east sides and to renovate the interior using the small 
amount of original fabric that remains there. A frame wing of the sa~e proportions 
as the old one will be built on the (now) south end of the house. 
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Beginning at an i~Jn post on the west side of Maryland Route 290, 221.89 1 north of the 
ce~ter line of Mc-;nec Road (Maryland Route 447), running 200' north along Route 290 to 
2r iron post, the~ west 217.80' to an iron post, then south 200' to an iron post, then 
east 217.80 1 to t~~ point of beginning. 
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1. STATE Maryland 
COUNTY Kent 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 
INVENTOR Y #<-I BZ. 

TOWN Che&terti.lle VICINITY 

STREET NO. Rt• 44'(, at Rt. 290 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL use dve.1.ling or tavern 
PRESENT OWN ER George $&1 tt::r 
PRESENT use dwelling 
WALL CONSTRUCTION orlck 
NO. OF STORIES 2t 

2. NAME 581 ter HOU88 

DA TE OR PERIOD 18th century 
STYLE colonial 
ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGl\llFICANCE ANO DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC no 

Tne $8.J.ter Bouse, located ou tn~ nortnwest corner ot tn• iuters~ction at cneste~ 

ville, is a two and one half story oriCJ( DUJ.ld.ing, J.aia. in FlemJ.sh bond on the 

so1.1tll,4 and east sides, w1ti. glazed huad1:1rs on tne east gable. The south iacac!e is 

1 our bays long w1 tn two a. ormera on tne "A" root . sash ill the t irst SH7Y w J.lld.ows is 

2./2, atscvlld swry is tJ/J.2, and attic 1e b/o, vitn panelt::d snutters ou -uie liist 

story and louvered snutters on U1e s~co .Id /J.M/'-/l/J/ story a .a a.omers. JJOOrB are 

locatea iu the i1rot aud ~uir<1 bay 1rom the east gabJe anct on1::: .u the east ~able. 

1•here n1-e no w:i.ndows on tne 11rst story ot tne nortn in11e t na only one door, on the 

w vest ..-e ot ~e l'acadu. •,rbe s~cond story rw.a tnr~e w.iru :>we wi tn ti/ 12 sasu and two 

donnera on the tin root._ A po1cn coverfi tne 11.rst story on tne eust and soutn siaes 

and tne uortn door. A tnree oay lt story frame wing is built off the eaat gaol.a . 
~trllll .. 

Till entire s'truct.Jre nas ot:1en t>a1llted re<1 at some -.., not recently. There is a 

Cllllllll8J in each gable a11d one in tn• center 01 tu"' wing. 
tS 

on the map Of JJ;j'('/, tnl.s buile1.l.nf; was C&ilecJ. Mrs . c;oodw11m store. prior 

to tne time wnen cnesterviHt: nas 1 'ts owu post oft'ice, tne town vas called New Market • 

S. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF !TRUCTURE Enclongered pDSS10J6tter lor poor E•terlor poor 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP CPlon Op"-olJ 

O. PUBLISHED SOURCES {Author, Tltle, PogesJ 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, !:TC. 

7 - PHOTOGRAPH 

IP. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

Michael .aou.r .:ie 

DATE OF RECORD Sept. 12, 19b8 



r-------------------~------~ I • ! 
I • ~~~ 
I : 
I - · 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

ORIGINAi.. FRAME STRUCTURE REMOVED 

L-------------------------~------

I 
I ; 
1 1 
11 , , 
11 
1 I 
: I 
·' 
I r::.::~ 

-------, 

I 
I 
I 
I 

F1RS'r F'l.OOR PLAN V4 •• t'·O" I 
I I 

Chesterville Brick House 
(Salter House) 
Kent County, Maryland 

Floor plans 
M. Hamilton Morton, Jr. 
Architect 

(scale inaccurate as 
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SAMUEL S. HOPKINS, Proprietor of Urieville 
Flouring Mill. Best Grades of Family F1o!.!r rna:iu
factured and kept on h.'.lnd for sa!e at all times, also 
Custom \'lark done at all times. All pcrs.:rn.s are 
solicited to ghe -r:ie ,1 calL 2~ miles from Ke:u~e
dyvil!e. 

Z. P. POTE, Blac~:iu.!~b at U'rieYi!~e. All kint!s of 
Blac~.sr::::.ithing dune with ne.&tr!e5:> and di9atch. All 
persons wanting any~~ing in my line W:ill please 
give me a call. 2f :n:les from Ken~edyv1l!e. 

A. STRONG, Wheei.,,-r.g:ht at T:rieville. All kinds 
of Whe~:w:-igh~ir:g done with ne::.:ne» and dis. 
pa.tcb. Per.Jons wa.r.t~ng anyL"i.ing b my ~ine will 
do wdl to gi .. -e me a call. Sb.a? 2;~ miles from 

. . ·Ke!lnedyvi~le. 
Z.. i.. WILMER, ~uririetor of Goose H:ll M1!1. 4 

miles fru:n Cheste:to ;ri:n. The best Grades of Fa.
mi!y Flour m.in :fac~urel and kept on ha.nls for 
sa!~:::: (ff! ti:•u1_ Cust.::m H'ork d~·n~ .zt all tirier. 

E. C. PENNINGTO:..'f, Proprietcr of Ke:::inedp-il!e 
Hotel. First-cb.s;:; a :cvr::...m.:>d.itions for :ill. 

SASSAFRAS P. 0. BUSINESS REFER
ENCES. 

T. P. DA VIS, De-1.!er in Dru,;s
1 

Yed:cinc:.~, BOf".)b, 
Station~~.&:::. 

LOUIS EBERHARD, Broom-:i::ike:. All kinds 
of Brooms Z!l 1.~u!1:::t:..:.:-~d to order. 

/ 

-, -

SASSAFRAS P. 0. BUSINESS REFER
ENCES. 

T. P. DA VIS, De>.:er in Dru,,-., :<.red:cLoes, Bocks, 
Statior:ery, &c. 

LOUIS EBERHARD, Broom-maker. All kil:ds 
:,- of Brooms manufa.ctu:ed to order. 
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Formerly used as a tavern, a store, and a dwelling, this reminder 
of Chesterville's heritage is shown en route to a safer location 
adjacent to its original site. 

!<. IK1 



on file at Itaryland nistorical Trust . 



)~ 
(- 5 <- v I ( f? I C /L /n.., j .; e 





~1"V-'>~· 

~ o; ~ i_ €-...P.. -~ 

2 I -, i../ 





I 









~ 

• 'a ''ff ~· (:Jf 

:·'it ( _,q-r 1'1 it ~~ '1 d 11.. t 

H::rc-r·~ t ·.:-:~·er~ CL'!LC'lf'!QS SURVEY 
(li!.r y of C~r:::rcss Ne~~.tive) 

/,,.{.,,{ ~-
• • • : • • ~ • • • L_ • • ~ ·nphcr 

C:::"J" ........... ____ .............. , 19 ..... _ .. 





..5al!t1' ""',7'!' .. 
.,.lfe,:'!J-Y. II' .,./ftY,/ltl?f//. 

{ I~ Z.. 

ll:~TCR!C ~r.:::R'CAN El'!LD!NCiS ~IJRVEY 
(Librcry of C::>ngress Necati,,.e) 

___ ,_{ ... {.-~'AA"-!( l. ____ - _ -• Phc' ::·'.'.. h-:r 

lbfC------··············-··• 19 ••.••• 





F 

.... ltl '.fr If ,~ 
1. _-s1;;':J ~' Ir _,,lf.t1.;. ar.t 

H:!jTCR'C n::-:--·c f,"J cu:Lr ·r:IJS ~URVEY 
( ~:· r ry of C ~!"':re:s f 'cr;ativc) 

..... ~~ .~:~f.1~------··-• Phot:::·-:. hllr 

C~tC-------------------- --· 19 •••••• 





L' ..,_,._.,.., rr·--·,..··· r··' :-···-- r··r:'.'C:Y 
:n • ..,, ..... 

(LiJr~ry of C.::~;r: ·:s r.~:-:·w') 

_. _-A{tA. R/!~(81!' .. _ .. _ ., F'hct::-n:-her 

0 .i te •• - •••••• - - •• - ••.• - - - - - , 19 • - - - - -





'1t /1-[.1 /ti:t~ 
,• 
~~~?~v.~1 ,l6::J/d,'v-/, 

' J.. 





• 7t< I A ' ;_;,,,» 

l ~t':'h~J 11/t~, ,,,ft~ZI > /, 'l~•r/ . 
l 

.. :::r:- - ·~ n:-... ·r: ~1 rt·:~r "!OS r"nVEY 
(li!:ruy of C:r.:rc:s r·~gativc) 

--..... 4~{. /J:t_L{'/Y;_r_ -- -- -.. rho~;;r:i,,her 

OJ to. - - - - . - - - - - - - - - . - - - - . . •• 1 g. - - .. -





) I 
l -r' /f'lf; 

i' 4,.._,'Er 1 i " 





• - - - - . 6i ,_ - - • - • - - •• - • - - • - - • - - - • ·01:0 

.. 04~1:.::.,lOl!d • - - - - - 1;;1,;J~ • rhr · --
( OAJ;-:::;~N s.:.i .. :J.·. J JO /..., ~ 1-;! 1) 


