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Chesterville Store and Post Office 
Chesterville 
4th quarter 18th Century 

John Woodall acquired 1112 acres of land, part of Vienna, from 

William Woodall in 1780, for "@30 in gold."1 In the deed recording this 

transaction, the property is described as being bounded by the "Duck Creek 

Road and the George Town Road"2 (which places it on the northeast corner 

of the Chesterville crossroads). While John lived on his nearby farm (on 

another part of Vienna), he was responsible for the construction of the 

brick building which he later bequeathed to his son, Edward Woodall, a 

blacksmith.3 

One-and-a-half stories tall with gable entrance, the building 

measured 18' x 30'-7" and had a full basement. On the second story there 

was a wide door for ease in lifting merchandise to the second floor storage 

area. The west side originally had a 5' x 10'-7" porch recessed beneath the 

symmetrical roof of the building. There was a six-panel door that opened 

into the back room of the two-room building. All of the windows on the first 

story were fitted with shutters which had iron security bars with which they 

could be fastened from within, just like those at the Spencer Store across 

the road. 

The interior was divided into two rooms by a vertical beaded board 

partition. In a recess on the west side of the back room, there was an 

enclosed winder stair. The back room had a fireplace in the northwest 

corner of the room near the batten door to the porch. Opposite the door was 

another, which led to a part of the living quarters that was replaced with a 

-·-------------~-··· - -~.,__-1 ~--.•"""'-> f"~-&]•.'L "IY4..ot 1 • ~-,.,.Q __ =---1..X."L...-.)_"I,. --'1 ____ a.)__. __ , - ·-- _ -·- _1.._1_ -'"-T_]_-1.-.£. .!l..!.._ -



14' x 14' leanto in the 19th century. Both rooms had exposed beaded ceiling 

joists. 

Edward Woodall resided and worked on his property in New Market 

(Chesterville) until his death in 1815. In his will, he bequeathed "all my Iott 

or lotts of ground together with the houses and other improvements 

thereon lying on the north side of the main road leading from New Market 

to the Head of Chester whereon I now live to him (Thomas Woodall) and his 

heirs and assigns forever."4 Edward had also purchased a field across the 

road from his brother, which he bequeathed to his second son, John. 

When the Tax Assessor visited New Market in 1822, Thomas Woodall 

owned three lots, totaling 1 1/4 acres. Together they were appraised for 

$550.00 and it was estimated that they would yield $65.00, $50.00, and $25.00 

in annual rent.5 In 1826, Woodall sold the corner lot to John Thomas 

Numbers, whose daughter and heir sold it in 1849 to Caleb W. Spry.6 

Caleb Spry established a store, which is depicted on Martinet's Map 

of Kent. New Market lost its name in the 1840's due to the proliferation of 

"New Markets" in Maryland. Thereafter, it became known as "Chesterville." 

In 1866 it became the property of Spry's son after whose death it was sold to 

G. Allen Jarman. In the 1877 Atlas, the property was called a "Store and 

Post Office." Since the Jarman ownership, there were only three owners 

until the State Highway Administration purchased it in the 1960's. 

1. Donna Hole, Williamsburg's Four Original Stores: An Architectural 

Analysis, Colonial Williamsburg, Inc., 1980. 
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2. Land Records, Lib. DD 5, fol. 505. 

3. Wills, Lib. 8, fol. 120. 

4. Wills, Lib. 9, fol. 327. 

5. Kent County Tax Assessment, 1s2i, First District. 

6. Land Records, Lib. TW 4, fol. 727; Lib. JR 1, fol. 11. 
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State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic "Vienna" 

and/or common Chesterville Store and Post Office 

2. Location 

street & number Chesterville-Millington Rd. 

city, town Millington Chesterville_ vicinity of 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
_ building(s) 
__ structure 
.1L site 

__ object 

Ownership 
public 

Jr private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

county 

Status 
__ occupied 
~unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
~yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Kent 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
_ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
_military 

__ not for publication 

1st 

__ museum 
__ park 
__ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 

X other:vacant lot 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of an owners) 

name Jo~n & Cheryl Lysinger 

street & number 3402 N. Street N.~. telephone no.: 202-333-9147 

city, town Washingtoa state and zip code DC 20007 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Kent County Courthouse liber EHP 287 

street & number Cross Street folio 147 

city, town Chestertown state MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title St. Marys City Commi3sion/Maryland Historical Tr'..lst 

date 1972 __ federal x_ state __ county __ local 

~pository for survey records Historic American Building Survey, Library of Congress 

city, town Washington state DC 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
__ good 
__ fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
___x__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
-X_ altered 

Check one 
l original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. K-lS 3 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Chesterville Store and Post Office stood on the Northeast corner of the 
Chesterville intersection until it was acquired by the State Highway Administration. 
Prior to its demolition the building was given to a group who moved it to Rt 301 
adjacent Howard Johnsons. It languished there for several years before it was finally 
demolished. 

In its original location the 18'X 30'7", one and one-half story brick building 
faced south with the 18' gable being the facade. That facade had a door on the west 
and large window with 12/8 sash on the east side of the first story with a bulkhead 
to the basement beneath the window and a door on the second floor centered for easy 
access to the storage area. 

The north end of the west side originally had a 5' X 10'7" porch beneath the 
symmetrical A roof from which opened a paneled door into the north room. One window 
on the north wall first floor had 9/6 sash, just like the west window in the south 
room. Both had been fit with shutters having iron strapes that could be fastened 
from within, just like the ones that were on the Spencer store across the road. On 
the second story, above the aforesaid window was a 4-pane casement window adjacent 
the small chimney which pierced the roof at the apex. 

A leanto addition concealed the back 14 feet of the east wall. The remainder had 
no openings. 

One A-roof dormer was centered over the west window in the roof. Two flat 
headed dormers lite the east side of the roof, each with 6/6 sash. The east leanto 
measured about 14 feet square, but its date was unknown. 

Access between the brick building and the leanto was through an original doorway. 
It led to the north room, which was originally heated by a diagonal fireplace in 
the northwast corner with a plain period mantel. On the west wall, the door, to the 
porch mentioned above, had vertical battens with decorative nail pattern around the 
exterior panels. It was hung on strap hinges. South of the door and recessed from 
that wall was an enclosed stair with closet beneath, the stair having a board and 
batten door and the closet having a 4-panel door. Originally, the ceiling joists 
were exposed and beaded. 

Seperating the two rooms was a board partition with board and batten door. The 
South room was devoid of any architectural features other than the exposed beaded 
beam ceiling, which it had in common with the neighboring Spencer StorP.. The 
second story was also divided into two spaces by a board partition. 

In the 19th or early 20th Century, a porch was added to the south front of the 
building and the second floor door was bricked in around a 6/6 sash window. The 
original porch rotted and was not replaced, including its roof. Eliminating the porch 
roof freed up the wall space over the porch ceiling, so another casement was installed 
to light the north chamber. Plaster was added to the board partitions and the ceilings. 
Sash were replaced as needed and the roof was covered with corrigated barn roofing. 

This was one of three buildings at the intersection of Chesterville that were 
too close to the road for modern safety. They were acquired by the State Highway 
and scheduled for demolition the following year. This building was chosen to be 
recorded by a HABS team from the St. Mary City Commission and the Maryland Historical 
Trust. 



8. Significance 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 

A.reas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation 
__ agriculture __ economics 
_l.l_ architecture __ education 

Survey No. K-183 

__ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ law __ science 
__ literature __ sculpture 
__ military __ social/ 

1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
__x_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
_Jl_ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications -- industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

___ invention __ other (specify) 

Specific dates 4th quarter 18th Centt."'Jilder/Architect unknown 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A B C D 

A B c D 

national state 

E F G 

local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Chesterville Store and Post Office was an important structure in the history 
of Kent County. It was built in the last quarter of the 18th Century and, like the 
Buck-Bacchus Store and Spencers Store, had a floor plan consisting of a heated room 
and one unheated room like several buildings that have been extensively researched in 
Williamsburg. In all three cases, the building also appears to have been used as 
residences in combination with the store. 

John Woodall acquired 1~ acres of land, part of Vienna, from William Woodall in 
1780 for ~30 in gold. It was bounded by the Duck Creek Road and the Georgetown Road 
(i.e. N.E. corner). John lived on a farm nearby being parts of Vienna, Stepney and 
~~epney Fields, which he bequeathed to his son William in 1801. In the same will he 

1ueathed the house and lots in New Market on Vienna to his son Edward and stated 
his trade: "Blacksmith". 

Edward Woodall died in 1815, leaving a widow and two sons: Thomas and John. To 
Thomas he bequeathed "all my lott or lotts of ground together with the houses and 
other improvements thereon lying on the north side of the main road leading from New 
Market to the Head of Chester whereon I now live to him and his heirs and assigns 

forever". 
Thomas Woodall in the 1822 Tax Assessment owned three lots, two being~ acre 

each and the third being ~ acre. All together they were appraised for $550.00 and 
it was said they would produce $65, $50, and $25 in yearly rent. In 1826 he sold 
the corner lot containing 35 perches of land to John Thomas Numbers, whose daughter 
and heir sold in 1849 to Caleb W. Spry. 

Caleb Spry established a store, which is depicted on the 1860 Map of Chesterville. 
New Market lost its name in the 1840's due to the proliferation of the name in 
Maryland. Thereafter it became known as Chesterville. 

On the Atlas, published in 1877, the property is called "Store & P.O." 
without reference to the owner or operator. Since the Spry occupancy, there were 
only four owners of the property before it was acquired by the State Highway 
Administration. At an unspecified time during the 20th Century, a saloon occupied 
the premises. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. K-l8J 

Kent County Land Records 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ---~------

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale _______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I I I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ _I ~-----1 ~' ....__._......__.__ D LJj I I I I 
E L.i_J I I '~~----- F LLJ I 

G LJ.J I I ! .............. ~----- H LLJ 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Michael Bourne 

organization Historical Society of Kent Co. date March 1995 

street & number P. 0. :Sox 663 telephone 410- 77 8-3 4 9 9 

city or town Chestertown state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Tru t 
Shaw House 
21 State Circ 
Annapoli aryland 21401 
(301 69-2438 
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I.STATE 1.arylancl 
COUNTY ,Kent 
TOWN cne:;terville 
STRECT No. Rta 447 <.: 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

VICINITY 

290, LJ . E. corner 

ORIGINAL USE store, ;;;.::.loon, post Office 
PRESENT OWNER E. fi. COOk 

PRESENT USE tenant house 
WALL CONSTRUCTION bric.I(: 
NO. OF STORIES lt 

STYLE 

ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEt.: TO PUBLIC no 

on the nortneast cor11er of tne 111tersoc"tion at cnesteville stands small b t'l.Ck 

building, it s to1-y tall with "A 1 roof and hav11 g the t:ntrrulce on the gable, facing /;/> 
soutn. On tht. map of 1877, this buildi..t, is called a store and post C!fice. £E$foTe 

the aav1:nt 01' tht: }'ost Office, tln.s village was called New Market, out alllce the.re 

weN two o thor No11 Marke tn in :r.:e.qland, this village natl 1 t:; 11amt. cnanf,ed. At one 

time, in the memory of some who are still living, tnis 1au.ilgi.ng was also used as a 

saloon. .Presently it is used as a tenant housi.o for the adJa.cent fam. 
01'( INll.!.>-\- ,:cU. i .(.\.\w. :l. \oa.~ ~.....La_ 

The gabl.e faces souttfond th1;; door is .i9 r.he eez LeF ~W' :tAe tlf!pe~ facade. 

Above, :.n tne attic, is a s.i .gle Wl.1.d1 . ..'" whicll one can se~ we::i mucn wide1 than it is 

presently. Tl e elltire structure ls lrid J. 1 comt1on bond brick and the arches atov·e 

the openir.gs are made wi tn vertical headers. At the west side is f' w=..ndo•~ in the 

1·ro11t half; the rear half is s~t baCK about four feet, enou...,n space for a door 

onto what was probably a porcn. Being set back thusly, the wall is laller and has 

a small low window to the ligat the attic of tne re&r nalf at the ou.ildl.I!g. On the 

fi.rst floor is a door. There is a single p1::dirr.ented donner on "Cne west side of thu 

root· and two flat heeded dormers ou t.he east a.id~. A SJ.ngle brick chimne.:r is locuted 

on the north gable ~!lien probably Sd.rves a corner 11repl~ce . Tnere is a sin8le 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF !TRUCTURE fndon9ered yes 1n1e1Jor Exterior poor 

wiridow on each floor of tnu north gable. QI f 'tile east aid~ is a frame leanto, a 

11. ttle later tnan the brick sttction. 

rrne structure is very small and ill-kept out repri.:aants one cf the 1el'.' early 

store buildings ill exietei ce in the str:ite, JU,dging .1rom th~ style a11d floor plan 

of some shops in ~illiamsbu.rc. 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Pion Optional) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Aurl>or, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, 'OTC. 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

• NAME, ADDRESS AND' TITLE OF RECORDER 

Micll.aul nourne 

DATE OF RECORD ...;ept. 13, 1968 



E B1J'SI1'ES8 :aBPJm. 
IBCES. 
P, Carpenter and Bailcler

1 
ad 

ach-bul.m. Orders oolic;a.d. 
Proprietor of Cub Store. h 
public a fall line of Dry Goods, 
, Boots, Shoes, and other M 
, a COUD11y 1tore. Ready-m&de 
hand, .,.. ordered It short notiao. 
gbt for c--~ d can airer bet-
• be obt "'"'here. I in-
or comit. luce. Gift me 
bewhere. 
beelwright. All kindl o( it. 
s Carts, Wagons and eam-. 
>le:ments manufactured and Re: 
if Wood Work done ID order. 
cation, Lnc:mt Gro.e. 
'Oprietor cf Spofts' Mills. Best 
onr manufactured and k-.pt Oii 

nes, also Com Meal and Back· 
work solicited. Highest allla 

at all tima, - LocUt Groft. 

8£Kl1EL S. llOPJCmS, Proprietor al Urinille 
Flourine Mill. Bea Grades of Family Flour ...... ,... 
factared and kept on band {.,.. ale at all times, &loo 
Cmtom W Ol"k done at all times. All persma are 
oolicited lo gin.me & call •J' miles bum Kmne­
clyTille. 

Z. Z'. POTE, BlackmUth ot Urie'rille. All kiado al 
BlacbmithlnJ done with neatneu and dUpatch. All 
persoao wanling anythine in my line will pieue 
pn me a call. 2i miles from KennedyYille. 

.t.. 8TR01'G, Wbeehrrigbt at Uri..-ille. All kinda 
al Wbeelwrli!bting done with ne&to .. and dis­
potch. Persons wantiq anything in my line will 
ao well lo gi•e me a call Shop 2 J' miles bum 

-~ olC:ennedyYille. 
~. L. WILKER, Proprietor of Goooe Hill Milt 4 

miles from Chestertown. The best Grades o( F ... 
mily Flour manufactnred and kept on banda for 
Mk Mal/ ti1'W. C- W..,..i t/"1U M .0 "-· 

IL C. PE1'1'Il'll'GT01', Proprietor of KennedTriJla 
Hotel. Fint-<:!au accommodmom for all. 

8.&.BSA.Pll.A.8 P. 0. B1J'Sil'll'llS8 llEPER­
:mrcES. 

T. P. DAVIS, Dealer in Dnp, Kedlc:ina, Boob, 
Stationery, &c. 

LOtl'lS EBEllllAllD, Bmc= h• All lciAdo 
of Brooom manai&ctnred lo order. 

Lake, Griffing, Stevenson 
Atlas of Kent Co., 1877 
Second District Map 

CHESTERVILLE BUSINESS llll!'ER.­
Ell'CES. 

MARYE. WATTS, Dealer in Dry Goods, Rm. 
Caps, Boots, Shoes, Candies, Confectioneries of al1 
kinds, Toilet Soaps Fancy Articles, &c. Corktown. 

ZOSllU A DA VIS, Blacksmith. Pl• 0 bmithing dOD<: 
in all its Branches. Give me a call. 

ZAKES CAREY, Proprietor of Chaterville Hotel. 
Good Stabling attached, and good accommodations 
at all times. All Guests ..;u be m&de Comfortable 

SA88A.l"JlAS P. 0. B1J'8Il'll'llS8 aBPBll­
lll!l'CE8. 
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ROAD CLASSIFICATION 
Heavy-duty 

Medium-duty -"'="-= 
4 LANE' 6 LAN£ light-duty 

"LAN£ 
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LAN£ Unimproved dirt======= 0 U, S Route Q State Route 

17'30" 
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