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Chesterville Store and Post Office
Chesterville
4th quarter 18th Century

John Woodall acquired 1 1/2 acres of land, part of Vienna, from
William Woodall in 1780, for “@30 in gold.”! In the deed recording this
transaction, the property is described as being bounded by the “Duck Creek
Road and the George Town Road”2 (which places it on the northeast corner
of the Chesterville crossroads). While John lived on his nearby farm (on
another part of Vienna), he was responsible for the construction of the
brick building which he later bequeathed to his son, Edward Woodall, a

blacksmith.3

One-and-a-half stories tall with gable entrance, the building
measured 18’ x 30-7" and had a full basement. On the second story there
was a wide door for ease in lifting merchandise to the second floor storage
area. The west side originally had a 5’ x 10’-7” porch recessed beneath the
symmetrical roof of the building. There was a six-panel door that opened
into the back room of the two-room building. All of the windows on the first
story were fitted with shutters which had iron security bars with which they
could be fastened from within, just like those at the Spencer Store across

the road.

The interior was divided into two rooms by a vertical beaded board
partition. In a recess on the west side of the back room, there was an
enclosed winder stair. The back room had a fireplace in the northwest
corner of the room near the batten door to the porch. Opposite the door was

another, which led to a part of the living quarters that was replaced with a
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14’ x 14’ leanto in the 19th century. Both rooms had exposed beaded ceiling

joists.

Edward Woodall resided and worked on his property in New Market
(Chesterville) until his death in 1815. In his will, he bequeathed “all my lott
or lotts of ground together with the houses and other improvements
thereon lying on the north side of the main road leading from New Market
to the Head of Chester whereon I now live to him (Thomas Woodall) and his
heirs and assigns forever.”4 Edward had also purchased a field across the

road from his brother, which he bequeathed to his second son, John.

When the Tax Assessor visited New Market in 1822, Thomas Woodall
owned three lots, totaling 1 1/4 acres. Together they were appraised for
$550.00 and it was estimated that they would yield $65.00, $50.00, and $25.00

in annual rent.5 In 1826, Woodall sold the corner lot to John Thomas

Numbers, whose daughter and heir sold it in 1849 to Caleb W. Spry.6

Caleb Spry established a store, which is depicted on Martinet’s Map
of Kent. New Market lost its name in the 1840’s due to the proliferation of
“New Markets” in Maryland. Thereafter, it became known as “Chesterville.”
In 1866 it became the property of Spry’s son after whose death it was sold to
G. Allen Jarman. In the 1877 Atlas, the property was called a “Store and
Post Office.” Since the Jarman ownership, there were only three owners

until the State Highway Administration purchased it in the 1960’s.

1. Donna Hole, Williamsburg’s Four Original Stores: An Architectural
Analysis, Colonial Williamsburg, Inc., 1980.
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Land Records, Lib. DD 5, fol. 505.
Wills, Lib. 8, fol. 120.
Wills, Lib. 9, fol. 327.

Kent County Tax Assessment, 1822, First District.

Land Records, Lib. TW 4, fol. 727; Lib. JR 1, fol. 11.
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No.

yes no

1. Name

(indicate preferred name)

historic "Vienna"

and/or common Chesterville Store and Post Office

2. Location

street & number Chesterville-Millington Rd.

. not for publication

city,town Millington Chesterville vicinity of congressional district st
state Maryland county Kent
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
_district ~ public - occupied ___ agriculture —__ museum
____building(s) = private X unoccupied ____ commercial . park
____ structure ___ both ____work in progress —__ educational _____ private residence
X_ site Public Acquisition Accessible ____entertainment ___religious

__ object ____in process X yes: restricted . government scientific

__ being considered —— yes: unrestricted — industrial _— transportation
X not applicable _ no ____ military _ X othervacant lot

4. owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Joan & Chervl Lysinger

street & number 3402 N. Street N.W.

telephone no.:

202-333-9147

city, town Washington

state and zip code DC 20007

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Kent County Courthouse

liber EHP 287

street & number Cross Street

folio 147

city, town Chestertown

state

MD

6. Representation in Existing =sistorical surveys

titie St.

Marys City Commissicon/Maryland Historical Trust

date 1972

__ federal

X __ state

county local

spository for survey records

Historic American Building Survey, Library of Congress

city, town Washington

state

DC




7. Description Survey No. g_)g3

Condition Check one Check one

- excellent __ deteriorated ____ unaltered X original site

____good ____ruins _X _ altered —_ moved date of move
—_fair —X__ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Chesterville Store and Post Office stood on the Northeast corner of the
Chesterville intersection until it was acquired by the State Highway Administratiom.
Prior to its demolition the building was given to a group who moved it to Rt 301
adjacent Howard Johnsons. It languished there for several years before it was finally
demolished.

In its original location the 18'X 30'7", one and one-half story brick building
faced south with the 18' gable being the facade. That facade had a door on the west
and large window with 12/8 sash on the east side of the first story with a bulkhead
to the basement beneath the window and a door on the second floor centered for easy
access to the storage area.

The north end of the west side originally had a 5" X 10'7" porch beneath the
symmetrical A roof from which opened a paneled door into the north room. One window
on the north wall first floor had 9/6 sash, just like the west window in the south
room. Both had been fit with shutters having iron strapes that could be fastened
from within, just like the ones that were on the Spencer store across the road. On
the second story, above the aforesaid window was a 4-pane casement window adjacent
the small chimney which pierced the roof at the apex.

A leanto addition concealed the back 14 feet of the east wall. The remainder had
no openings.

One A-roof dormer was centered over the west window in the roof. Two flat
headed dormers lite the east side of the roof, each with 6/6 sash. The east leanto
measured about 14 feet square, but its date was unknown.

Access between the brick building and the leanto was through an original doorway.
It led to the north room, which was originally heated by a diagonal fireplace in
the northwast corner with a plain period mantel. On the west wall, the door, to the
porch mentioned above, had vertical battens with decorative nail pattern around the
exterior panels. It was hung on strap hinges. South of the door and recessed from
that wall was an enclosed stair with closet beneath, the stair having a board and
batten door and the closet having a 4-panel door. Originally, the ceiling joists
were exposed and beaded.

Seperating the two rooms was a board partition with board and batten door. The
South room was devoid of any architectural features other than the exposed beaded
beam ceiling, which it had in common with the neighboring Spencer Store. The
second story was also divided into two spaces by a board partition.

In the 19th or early 20th Century, a porch was added to the south front of the
building and the second floor door was bricked in around a 6/6 sash window. The
original porch rotted and was not replaced, including its roof. Eliminating the porch
roof freed up the wall space over the porch ceiling, so another casement was installed
to light the north chamber. Plaster was added to the board partitions and the ceilings.
Sash were replaced as needed and the roof was covered with corrigated barn roofing.

This was one of three buildings at the intersection of Chesterville that were
too close to the road for modern safety. They were acquired by the State Highway
and scheduled for demolition the following year. This building was chosen to be
recorded by a HABS team from the St. Mary City Commission and the Maryland Historical
Trust.



8. Significance Survey No. K-183

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture_____ religion
_1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic —__ conservation —law — science
1500-1599 ____ agriculture ____economics _ literature ____ sculpture
___1600-1699 _ X architecture — education — military —__ social/
X 1700-1799 ___ art . engineering —— music humanitarian
___1800-1899 _X_ commerce —_ exploration/settiement ___ philosophy __ theater
— 1900- ——_. communications —_ industry — politics/government ____ transportation
____invention — other (specify)
Specific dates , 1, quarter 18th CentuBwilder/Architect unknown
check: Applicable Criteria: A B C D
and/or -
Applicable Exception: = A B _ C D E F G
Level of Significance: __ national __ state __local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The Chesterville Store and Post Office was an important structure in the history
of Kent County. It was built in the last quarter of the 18th Century and, like the
Buck-Bacchus Store and Spencers Store, had a floor plan consisting of a heated room
and one unheated room like several buildings that have been extensively researched in
Williamsburg. In all three cases, the building also appears to have been used as
residences in combination with the store.

John Woodall acquired 1} acres of land, part of Vienna, from William Woodall in
1780 for B30 in gold. It was bounded by the Duck Creek Road and the Georgetown Road
(i.e. N.E. corner). John lived on a farm nearby being parts of Vienna, Stepney and
Stepney Fields, which he bequeathed to his son William in 1801. 1In the same will he

(ueathed the house and lots in New Market on Vienna to his son Edward and stated
his trade: "Blacksmith".

Edward Woodall died in 1815, leaving a widow and two sons: Thomas and John. To
Thomas he bequeathed "all my lott or lotts of ground together with the houses and
other improvements thereon lying on the north side of the main road leading from New
Market to the Head of Chester whereon I now live to him and his heirs and assigns
forever".

Thomas Woodall in the 1822 Tax Assessment owned three lots, two being $ acre
each and the third being % acre. All together they were appraised for $550.00 and
it was said they would produce $65, $50, and $25 in yearly rent. In 1826 he sold
the corner lot containing 35 perches of land to John Thomas Numbers, whose daughter
and heir sold in 1849 to Caleb W. Spry.

Caleb Spry established a store, which is depicted on the 1860 Map of Chesterville.
New Market lost its name in the 1840's due to the proliferation of the name in
Maryland. Thereafter it became known as Chesterville.

On the Atlas, published in 1877, the property is called "Store & pP.0."
without reference to the owner or operator. Since the Spry occupancy, there were
only four owners of the property before it was acquired by the State Highway
Administration. At an unspecified time during the 20th Century, a saloon occupied
the premises.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. g-183

Kent County Land Records

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References (o NOT complete UTM references
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List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Michael Bourne

organization Histocrical Society of Kent Ce. date March 1995
street & number P.0. Box 663 telephone  410-778-3499
city or town Chestertown st;te Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any 1nfr1ngement of
individual property rights.
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Lake, Griffing, Stevenson
Atlas of Kent Co., 1877
Second District Map

’/__,.-—J

SAMUEL 8. HOPKINS, rietor of Urieville
Flouring Mill. Best Grades of Family Fiour manu-~
ﬁmm:?mdk on band for sale at all times, also

Castom Work done at all times, All persons are

E BUSINEHSS REFER- solicited to give. me a call. 23 miles from Kenne- )
B . 2. FUROTE, Blacksmith st Urieville. AIl kinds of CHE
', and Bail and bR y jth at Uri e. i
Proprietor of Cash Store. Is persons wanting anything in line will please "flmugi
public a fall line of Dry Goods, give me a call. 2§ miles from Kennedyville. S KENT (1‘ ﬁ
i Boots, Shoes, and other Ar. A. BTRONG, Wheelwright at Urieville. All kinds .8 8 |
:aeoumrynor'e. Ready-made of Wheelwrighting done with peatness and dis- 3 g 3 2 | .$ athler
hand, or ordered st short nntice. ch. Persons wanting anything in my line will vg B K
ght for =>4 can offer bet- o well to give me & call. Shop 23 miles from Fy < :,:g
n be obt sewhere. Iin. 3 lennedyxfnl!l’eﬁ wor of Hill ML ~ T ~ Ng&
luce. Give me . L. WIL , Proprietor of Goose 1) Y Y N
l:::::: miles from Chestertown. The best Grades of Fa- L] =
heelwright, All kinds of Re- mily Flour manufactured nd kept on hands for T |
sC-m,anum.ndc.nigﬁ sale at all times. Custom Work dome at all times. g ‘*i f . _’3
>lements manufactured and H. C. PENNINGTON, Pmpnewr of Kennedyville > é !g ls ¥ | ; '[_3 e i
f Wood Work done to arder. Hotel. Firstclass accommodations for all, 3 RERY R 18 "‘S ’,s S wra1d ‘79
«cation, Locust Grove. SABSSAPRAS P. O. BUSINESS REFER- T L T I % Z
N et i e Y ol g ENCES. AR
: nactorse and kept on 2. P. DAVIS, Dealer in Drugs, Medici
es, also Corn Meal and Buck- h p rugs, Medicines, Books,
work solicited. Highest cash Stationery, &c. . CHESTERVILLE BUSINESS REFER.
LOUIS EBERHARD, Broom-maker, All kinds HNCES.

at all times, near Locust Grove.
MARY B. WATTS, Dealer in Dry Goods,
Caps, Boots, Shoes, Candies, Confectioneries :;'{.;-li

of Brooms manufactured to order,
K f v ; kinds, Toilet Soaps, Fancy Articles, &c. Corktown.
'Nﬂb} m ES? I E ¢ l JOSHUA DAVIS, Blacksmith. Blacksmithing done
e -3 < ‘| é. ) X " in all its Branches, Give me a call,

JAMES CAREY, Proprietor of Chesterville Hotel.

ttached
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T. P. DAVIS, Dealer in Drugs, Medicines, Books,
Stationery, &c.

// LOUIS BEERHARD, Broom-msker, All kinds
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