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Miers Farm
Near Galena
c. 1800

The Miers Farm, located off Duck Puddle Road, is now but open
fields. In the 1960’s the farmhouse was dismantled and part of it was moved
to Sandy Hill where it was incorporated into a house there. Used as a wing
to the three-part house at Sandy Hill, only its form and frame remain; all

other elements of its past have been either covered or rearranged.1

The Miers Farmhouse had been a two-part, frame dwelling
composed of a three-bay, gambrel roof section built over a full basement,
and a four-bay, two-story wing. Originally this two-story wing had been
one-and-a-half stories, but it was raised to a full two stories around the turn
of the century. There were two chimneys within the gables of the gambrel
roof section and one within the outer end of the wing. Access to the
basement was in the northeast gable, north of the chimney. There had been

an enclosed leanto porch across the northwest side of the wing.

There were two rooms in the gambrel roof part. Each had an
enclosed stair on its northwest side with a closet beneath, adjacent the
fireplace. There was a cabinet in the northwest room on the opposite side of
the fireplace from the stair. A door to the wing in the outer room occupied
the corresponding space. Both rooms had simple early 19th century

mantels.

Lower by three or four steps, the first floor of the wing had been

used in the 1950’s as a dining room and kitchen. The kitchen had a
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pyramidal brick fireplace. There was wainscoting of horizontal boards to the
height of the window sills. An enclosed stair was located in the south corner

of the kitchen.

In his will, written shortly before his death in 1841, William Parker
bequeathed all of his real estate and personal property to his wife, provided
that she support her mother, Ann Myers. The will goes on to explain that
the farm was entailed and also stipulates that it go to William D. Salisbury,
his brother-in-law, after his wife's death.2

The farm later came into the possession of Katherine Parker's
brother, John G. Miers.3 When he wrote his will in 1886, he in turn
bequeathed it to his niece, Annie Maria Pennington, “formerly Annie Maria
VanSant.”# Mrs. Pennington was the daughter of Mary Ann Miers Duyer
and George VanSant. She had married James Thomas Pennington in 1871
and together they ran a successful farming and mercantile operation, living

in a grand house in Galena.

In 1907, the farm was left to Mrs. Pennington’s half-brother,
Lawrence Rochester VanSant.5 It remained in the VanSant family until
1955 when Mr. VanSant’s daughter, Catherine LeCates, sold it.6 The house
was moved after the present owner purchased the farm in 1964. The
graveyard, barns, and kitchen wing were all demolished, an unfortunate

loss to the history of Kent County.

1. Sandy Hill is located at the head of Still Pond Creek and is found

herein under that name.
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Wills, Lib. JFB 1, fol. 91.

Wills, Lib. JR 1, fol. 472.

Wills, Lib. TRS 1, fol. 212.

Wills, Lib. CHS 1, fol. 374.

Land Records, Lib. WHG 40, fol. 407.
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Magi No.

DOE yes _ no

(indicate preferred name)

1. Name

historic

and/or common Miers Farm

2. Location

street & number Puddle Duck Road

not for publication

city, town Galena, —__ vicinity of congressional district Ist
state Maryland county Kent
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
___ district- — _ public ___occupied _X__ agriculture —___museum
— building(s) X private X __ unoccupied —___ commercial — . park
— structure ___both —— work in progress __ educational ____private residence
_X site Public Acquisition Accessible —__ entertainment —___religious
—__object —Iin process —_yes: restricted . government __ scientific
—_ being considered —_ yes: unrestricted ___ industrial __ transportation
__Xnot applicable X no ____ military ___ other:

4- Ownel' Of Property (give names and mailing addreéses of all owners)

name Dcrsey Owings & Sons, Inc.

street & number P.0. Box 253

telephone no.:410-928-3685

city, town Millington

state and zip code

MD 21651

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Kent County Courthouse

liber EHP 17

street & number Cross Street

folio 300

city, town Chestertown

state

MD

6. Representation in Existing nistorical surveys

title Kent County Windshield Survey

date 1969 ___federal _X state _ county ___ local
depository for survey records Maryland Historical Trust
city, town Crownsville state MD




7. Description Survey No. K-188

Condition Check one Check one

——— excellent ———deteriorated ____ unaltered X original site .

. good —__ruins X altered —~X moved date of move 1967 part demolished:
— fair _X_unexposed part left

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Miers Farm was located about 1.1 miles west of Lambsons Station on the west
side of Duck Puddle Road near Galena. The farm remains, but all vestiges of a
farmstead were obliterated in the mid-1960's. On the farm were located a residence
barns, and a family cemetery.

The house was a two part frame building composed of a three bay long gambrel
roof dwelling built over a full basement, and a four bay long two story wing.
Originally, the lower, two story wing was l} storys, but the second story was added
around the turn of the century. There were two chimneys within the gables of the
gambrel roof section and one within the outer end of the wing. Access to the basement
was in the northeast gable, north of the chimney. There was an enclosed leanto
porch across the northwest side of the wing.

There were two rooms in the gambrel roof part each with an enclosed stair on
the northwest side of the house, with closet beneath, adjacent the fireplace. There
was a cabinet in the northeast room on the opposite side of the fireplace from the
stair. A door to the wing in the other room occupied the corresponding space. Both
rooms had simple early 19th Century mantels.

Lower by three or four steps was the first floor of the wing. As used in the
early 1950's, there was a dining room and a kitchen, the latter with a pyramidal brick
fireplace. There was wainscoting of horizontal boards to the height of window sills.
An enclosed stair was located in the south corner of the kitchen. Both sections
had wooden floors.

In form, the Miers House was similar to the White House Farm at Massey, but
the plans and development were different. The Miers House was built at one time
in the late 18th or early 19th Century.
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8. Significance Survey No. K-188

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

- prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

——1400-1498 ____ archeology-historic — conservation — law — science

—1500-1599 ___ agriculture — economics — literature — sculpture

—_1600-1699 _X architecture ___ education . military —_social/

— 17001799 ___art —— engineering —— music ’ humanitarian

X _1800-1899 ___ commerce — exploration/settlement __ philosophy — theater

—1900- - communications — industry —— politics/government ___ transportation
— invention — other (specify)

Specific dates, early 19th Century guilder/Architect unknown

check: Applicable Criteria: _A _B _ C _D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ national __state - _ local

Prepar: both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support. N

The house on the Miers Farm was a significant vernacular form of building constructed in Kent
County in the late 18th and early 19th Centuries. Two other houses of the same form existed at
Chesterville, the Stevens House now called Pine Point, and the Moffett Farm. Its plan was very common
in the same period, but the Miers House differed in that there were two stairs to the second floor, which
it had in common with the Moody Farm (Cosden Murder Farm) and Deer Haven near ‘Millington.

On the 1860 Map the farm was owned by Katherine (Miers) Parker, widow of William Parker
(d.1841). On the 1877 Atlas A. Constable owned the farm which was occupied by C. England.

John Miers acquired the farm and called it "my Home Farm" in his will. He left the Home Farm
to his niece Annie Maria Pennington, wife of James Thomas Pennington in 1892.

Annie Maria Pennington was the daughter of Mary Ann Miers (Duyer) and George R. VanSant.
She had married Mr. Pennington in 1871 and together ran successful farming and business operations,
living in Galena in the latter years of their lives. During Mrs. Pennington’s ownership of the Miers
Farm, the Farm was rented out to tenant farmers. When she died in 1907, it was left to her husband for
his lifetime and then to her half-brother Lawrence Rochester Vansant. It was rented to Mr. Vansant’s
brother Bayard until being transferred to and occupied by Catherine Vansant LeCates and her husband
Bill. Catherine LeCates sold the farm in 1955. In 1964 it was purchased by the man who is responsible

for its demolition.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Michael Bourmne

organization Historical Society of Kent County, Inc. date March 1995
street & number P.0.Box 663 telephonej‘.'; 4i0;778—3499
city or tov?m ' Chestertown state MD V

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.
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1 BUSINESS REFHR-
KCES,

P, d Builder, and
ich-bask. ders soliclted,
Proprieto. _ash Store, Is
wblic a full line of Dry Goods,
Boots, Shoes, and other Ar-
a country store. Ready-made
wnd, or ordered 2t short natice.
7bt for cash, and can offer bet-
be obtained clsewhere. I in-
or country Produce. Give me
sewhere,
reelwright, All kinds of Re-
i Carts, Wagons and i
lements manufactured and
f Wood Work done to order.
:ation, Locust Grove.
sprietor of Sparks’ Mills, Best
«ar manufactured and kept on
res, also Corn Meal and Back-
work solicited. Highest cash
it all times, near Locust Grove

4F

SBAMUEL 8. HOPKINS, Proprictor of Urieville
Flouring Mill. Best Grades of Family Flour mang.

and kept on hand for sale at all times, also

Custom Work e at all times. All persons ave
solicited to give me a call. 23 miles from Kenne-

dyville,

3. P. POTB, Blacksmith at Urieville. All kinds of
Blacksmithing dove with wd",n‘w
persons wanting snything in my line will please
give me a call, 2§ miles from Kem'xedyville.pl

A. BTRONG, Wheelwright at Urieville. Al kinds
of Wheelwrighting done with neatness and dis-

Persons wanting anything in my line will
o well to give me a call. Shop 23§ miles from
.y Kennedyville.

F. L. WILMER, Proprietor of Goose Hill Mill, 4
miles from Chestertown, The best Grades of Fa-
mily Flour manufactured and kept on hands for
sale at all times. Custom Work dome at all imes.

H. C. PENNINGTON, Proprictor of Kennedyville
Hotel. First-class accommodations for all.

SABSAPRAS P. 0. BUSINESS REFER-

ANCES,
%. P. DAVIS, Deler in Drugs, Medicines, Books,
Stationery, &e.
LOUIS EBERHARD, Broom.maker, All kinds
of manufactured to order.
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CHESTERVILLE BUSINESS REPER-
BNCES,

MARY B. WATTS, Deler in Dry Goods,

Caps, Boots, Shoes, Candies, Confectioneries of
kinds, Toilet Soaps, Fancy Articles, &c. Corktown.

JOSHUA DAVIS, Blacksmith. Blacksmithing done
in all its Branches. Give me a call,

JAMES CARBY, Proprietor of Chesterville Hotel.
Good Stabling "“,andﬁod dati
at all times, All Guests will be made Comfortable

SASSAPRAS P. O. BUSINESS REPHR-
\:\\ ENCES.
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