
McDANOLDS FARM 
Still Pond, Maryland 
(late 18th century) 

K-217 

The McDanolds Farm house is significant because it is one of 

Kent's early buildings. A side hall plan house, the building is 

two rooms deep and has a side wing. Both the 2~ story main house 

and the 1~ story wing are constructed of brick. The house has a room 

of fine paneling as well as a handsome Victorian porch. 

Some of the architectural features of the building resemble 

those in other early Kent County houses. Most unusual, perhaps, is 

the small window located at the side of the rear entry door of the 

main house; Rose Hill (K-119) has the same detail. And the benches 

flanking this door were a common feature in Kent houses from early 

in the 18th (Lamb's Meadow (K-113), ca 1780) to the early 19th century. 

The paneled room closely resembles the paneled dining room at 

Providence Plantation (K-84.) 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The McDanolds Farm is located on the north side of Route 292 just west of the village 

of Still Pond. The house sets back off the road surrounded by three ponds and pastures. 

Behind the house are barns, a granary, and other buildings necessary to a working farm. 

All appear to be twentieth century structures. 

The house was built in two sections, both of brick. The earliest section is three 

bays wide and two rooms deep, laid out in a side-hall plan. This section of the building 

rests on a basement and has a gable roof. The other portion of the house is 1~ stories 

tall, 4 bays long, and one room deep. It has a steep gable roof with two shed dormers 

on the rear, but no basement. In recent years, its rear roof has been extended to cover 

a frame shed, making the wing nearly as wide as the main house. The only entry door 

to the wing is on the rear wall. 

The brick walls are laid in Flemish bond on the front facade and Liverpool bond else-

where. The wing has a low beveled water table on the front, and the main house has a 

beveled water table on the front, rear, and east gable. The brick is very even in shape, 

soft pinkish orange in color and laid with well stuck mortar joints. The walls were once 

painted white. 

The main house was greatly altered during the Victorian period. Most notable is a 

bold one-story porch across the front. It has an unusual style of Gingerbread with a 

pineapple-like pendant also used on a small rear, gable roofed entry porch on the rear. 

Victorian 2 over 2 sash have been installed in most windows. On the north and east 

walls are some earlier 9 over 9 sash; these are probably not original. On the front 

windows and on the east gable window, jib doors with raised panels have been added. 

The main entry is a double Victorian door with a red-glass transom and side lights. 

Other changes include the closing of two brick windows on the west gable and a 
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The McDanolds Farm house is significant because it is one of Kent's early buildings. 

It has a room of fine paneling as well as some handsome Victorian wooden detailing. 

Some of the architectural features in the building resemble those in other Kent 

County houses. Most unusual, perhaps, is the small window located at the side of the 

rear entry door of the main house; Rose Hill (K-119) has the same detail. And the 

benches flanking this door were a common feature in Kent houses from early in the 18th 

(Lamb's Meadow (K-113), ca 1780) to the early 19th century. The paneled room closely 

resembles the paneled dining room at Providence Plantation (K-84.) 
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Description #7 (cont'd) K-217 2. 

patch on the same gable where an original chimney was removed. 
There is a chimney with a corbelled cap in the east gable and a 
chimney in the wing. 

The rear entry of the main house now has a Victorian door, but 
the outline of a small, probably 4 over 4 sash window, adjacent 
to the door. Also visible are marks in the brick for the back 
and seat of benches flanking the door and window. 

The windows in the wing have 9 over 6 sash set in plain frames. 
They also have louvered shutters. Wooden roof trim has been 
covered with aluminum. 

The house trim is white, shutters are painted golden beige, 
and the roof is the color of new wooden shingles. 

The interior stair of the main house has very bold balusters 
with octagonal shafts, an open string and turned newel. The 
spandrel on the first floor has a series of recessed vertical 
with applied ogee panel moldings. The stair is the dog-leg type 
and rises in a wide stair hall to the attic. In a closet under 
the stair hall, probably in front of this fireplace, its exact 
configuration cannot be seen. 

The south room on the first floor has been remodeled as has 
most of the main house. It has a Victorian slate mantle against 
the gable wall, but marks in the floor on both stories show the 
location of the original corner fireplaces. Doors in the remodeled 
rooms have 6 raised and beveled panels and, like the windows, are 
set in trim with a fillet and ogee backhand. The windows in 
this room have paneled, splayed jambs and deep sills. 

The north room on the first floor of the main house retains 
almost all of its original woodwork and an early coat of paint. 
All walls are paneled with molded boards. There is a diagonal 
corner fireplace with vertical panels above. There is no baseboard, 
although there is a 4" painted one. The cornice is very small, 
about 1 3/4", and consists of a cyma recta and lower cove. In 
the northeast corner of the room is a glazed corner cupboard with 
butterfly shelves. Window and door details duplicate those in the 
parlour. Paint colors are mauve with plum panel moldings and 
trim and dark pure grained doors. 

The wing, two rooms long, is also largely remodeled but it 
has its corner stairs, some early window and door trim, and a low 
board and door hung on strap hinges that formerly lead to the 
kitchen yard on thennorth side of the house. Also remaining in the 
original west gable door of the main house is a door with 6 raised 
and beveled panels on the inside and diagonal borading on the 
outside. It is hung on long strap hinges. 



Description #7 (cont'd), K-217 3. 

Examination of the attic floor shows that originally beaded 
ceiling beams and flooring with beaded edges were exposed. 

The building is in excellant condition and furnished with 
18th and 19th century pieces. 
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The Mc:oanolds Farm house consists of two brick portions. The large porti _,n 

is three bays long on the south facade M t two bays on north facade) and 

two bays deep. The entrance door is located on the west side of the building 

and has a double victori,-n door. The windows on the first story have been 

lengthened to the floor and have gpb doors. The entire first story of this 

portion is hidden by a screened porch with victorian ginger-bread. on the 

"A" roof are two Victorian dormers with 2/2 sash and arched roof. one 

large chimney is located in the east gable. The north side has one window 

on the east half and a door on the west half. Beside the door is an area 

wriict:. is now bricked-up, but originally must have been a window (this same 

arrangement is found on the back door of .aose Hill, K- 119). In the brickwork: 

are groves on each side of the door which apparently held the back of a 

bench (this is fowd in several houses along the south bank of the 

sassafras River; e.g. Rich Hill., K - 127; Yeats aouse, K- ll6, etc.) The 

remains of a chimney can be seen centered on the north half of the west gable. 

{~e hearth of this fireplace can be seen in the closet beneath the Victorian 

stairs in the Hall). 

TO the west of this structure stands a four bay long gable. on north it 

has a frame lean to. The roof is very steep and looks as though it should 

have donners. on its west gable are two foUl'-pane casements. Louvered 

shutters are used tbroughout. 

The northeast room retal.!•S its original paneling; being fully paneled 

to the ceiling with vertical boards having an ovolo molding on iheir edges 

(similar to the original dining room at providence Plantation, K - 84). 

The room has a corner fireplace and a glazed corner cabiuet. The oth.,r rooas 

have been almost completely changed through the years, retaining no traces of 

18th century woodwork. 
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