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Lavenham 
near Still Pond 
c.1810 

Lm·enham. located on Still Pond Neck. is a well-designed brick house of 

the Federal period. It is composed of two sections. the larger of which is a five­

bay, two-story structure \vhich ·was built over a full basement around 1810-20. 

The smaller section is a four-bay kitchen wing which was built about ten to 

twenty years later and is near ground level.The north facade is distinguished by 

its use of Flemish bond brickwork. All other walls were constructed with 

common bond. 

In the main section. the fenestration is classic in that the second floor 

windows are one pane less in height than those below. The \:vindows in the wing. 

hm\·e\·er. are all the same size. Qm~~ be3}le resulfof iJteta'tiDBS i11the'1JaSt?) 

The two sections also differ in their cornices. with a simple wooden box cornice 

on the main section and a corbeled brick cornice on the wing. 

Lavenham · s plan consists of a central stair hall with hvo flanking rooms in 

the main section. The wing. originally two rooms. has been made into one. The 

interior is simply finished with Federal mantels. chair rail and baseboard. Some 

of the woodwork was removed and reused at Sandy Hill. 

The land now called LaYenham was originally a 300 acre tract surYeyed in 

1659 for George Goldsmith. At that time it was called George's Town (1 ). 

Fcx!tnotes: 

1. Rent Rolls: Lib. 5. fol. 16-+. 



LAVENHAM 
Still Pond, Maryland 

(ca 1800) 

(K-219) 

Lavenham Farmhouse is a typical residence of a prosperous 

farm family of about 1800. Its main house is five bays long and 

two stories tall with a central stair and entry hall. 'Ihe kitchen 

wing is constructed against one gable. Both sections of the house 

have gable roofs and are constructed of brick. Inside some Federal 

style woodwork remains. 
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B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

.!GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 
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:Ji..ORIGINAL SITE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The house on Lavenham Farm is a five bay brick building with a four bay side 

wing, also of brick. Both sections of the house have gable roofs and are two stories 

tall. The five-bay section has a basement and is therefore taller. Brick chimneys are 

located in both gables of the large section and in the east gable of the wing. Brick 

on the facade is laid in Flemish bond; elsewhere the bond is Liverpool. 

The cornice of the wing is a three-step brick corbell; on the main house a wooden 

box cornice with composite crown and bed moldings is used. Beaded vergeboards finish the 

gable ends. 

Fenestration of the main house is evenly spaced with entrances originally located 

in the central bays. Nine over six sash windows are used on the main house and six over 

six sash in the wing. Trim consists of a ~" inside bead and a 1" fillet; wooden sills 

are plain and set flush with the wall surface. There are jack arches above the main house 

windows, and basement windows in each window bay. The doorway on the south facade 

has been bricked in and an entrance recently installed in the east bay of that facade. 

A few shell pattern cast iron shutter dogs from Victorian period shutters remain in place. 

In addition to the changes in fenestration noted above, there have been 

aluminum storm windows and doors installed on the house. Plastic shutters replace the 

wooden ones. A new 8'0" X 5 1 3" gable-roofed front porch has been added as well as a 

one-story shed porch on the rear of the wing. 

The exterior of the house is painted white; the roof is asphalt shingles. 

The interior of the wing, first floor is rebuilt into a modern kitchen. The 

interior of the main house was not open to the surveyor but it has a central hall plan 

with a window on the south facade at the height of the stair landing. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Lavellham farmhouse is a well proportioned structure which typifies the residences 

of prosperous Kent farmers of ca 1800. Its plan type--central hall--is a common one of 

this period, the other common plan being the hall and parlour with winding corner stairs. 

In form and dimensions as well is building is an excellent example of its period. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Description #7 (cont'd) K-219 2. 

In the east room of the first floor of the main house is a hand­
some Federal mantle with reeded freize blocks. This room also has 
a molded chairrail. 

When this house was threatened with demolition, one wall of 
paneling was removed from a second floor bedroom and installed in 
Toad Hall (K-132.) The wall has raised and beveled panels and six­
panel doors. 

The building faces north, overlooking open fields. 
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Or . Joyce Farm K-219 

The old houge on the Lavenham Farm is .:i very tal I 

two story brick house whicb is five bays long and one 

room deep. It sits on .i hirih basement and hus neither 

water t<.Jble nor belt course. On the 111.:iin section there ts 

a wood cornice and on the four bay b.10 story brick w 1 ng 

is u cornice of stepped l.w i ck . The north f\1cade has 

shutters , o/u sashes and flat brick <.Jrchcs . Also a 

screened porch covers the centra I entrcrncc 1<Jh i ch has a 

punc I I ed j <irnb and a rect •. 1"!JU I ar transom . There is a I <irgc 

chimney in CilCh gable with two smal I windows Plunking 

them. 
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