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Plain View Farm, Ralph Williams Farm, Muddy Branch Farm 
Lynch 
Private 

19th Century 

Plain View Farm house is a vernacular building, circa 1800, 
which has several unusual elements including a very small front 
room, double entrance doors, a huge chamfered summer beam in the 
first floor ceiling, and shaped rafter ends. Certainly, these are 
adaptations of the usual two story gable roofed, rectangular, brick 
house form to the needs of an individual builder. The house is 
brick with a frame wing. 
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The main house of Plain View Farms is a four bay, two story 
brick vernacular farm building which closely resembles its neighbors, 
Duncan's Folly (K-107) a much earli_er building and Terra View (K-
The house, once called Muddy Branch Farm, faces south, on a hill over
looking fields and distantly, the old Muddy Branch. Tall, old trees 
are the only striking vegetation. Only one outbuilding remains, a 
steep gable roofed frame shed with a batten door hung with penny-
end strap hinges. 

The house has Flemish bond brick on the front facade with Liver
pool bond used elsewhere. The brick walls are painted white. Orig
inal windows are located in the sec0nd and fourth bays (from the west.) 
The main entrance is in the third bay. The first bay also contained 
a door, now converted into a tall window with Victorian trim. Windows 
have 6/6 sash, slightly projecting wooden sills and beaded frames 
with a backband molding. Segmental brick arches are used above 
first floor window openings on both front and rear facades. Second 
floor windows with sash, similiar trim and sills are situated 
above the windows below. The fenestration of the rear facade resembles 
that on the front except that there is only one door in the same, 
third from the west bay. 

There were two small attic windows in the east gable until a 
recent remodeling. A former window in the west gable near the front 
wall of the building was long ago closed. 

The cellar entrance with its arched opening is located in the bay 
west of the main entrance. The building has no belt courses or water 
table but stands on a field stone foundation. There is a cellar 
under the west half of the house. 

A four bay modern porch shades the front of the house, obscuring 
window and door arches. At the rear of the house is a one bay entrance 
porch with turned posts, wooden benches, and very attractive and unusual 
sawn wooden brackets and pendents. 

The gable roof of the main house has exposed rafter ends which 
are shaped to resemble brackets. This unusual roof finish appears 
to be quite early. Enclosed chimneys with rebuilt caps rise at each 
gable. 

North east of the house is a two story wing which appears to be 
contemporary with the main house. Although it may have once been 
one and one-half storys in height, it had a shed roof over a full 
two storys until recently. It rests on a stone cellar and has an 
enclosed corner stair in the northwest corner. It originally had 
two rooms on the second floor with a passage leading from the stair 
to the front room. A recent remodeling replaced the ungainly shed 
roof with a gable roof and removed the second floor partitions. 
In the remodeling fragments of beaded weatherboarding were found. 

The interior floor plan is somewhat unusu~l and may indicate 
changes. The building now has a central stair entrance hall with 
stair, which, by its details, posts-dates the house. South of the 
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Plain View Farms house which appears to be a very typical ver
nacular farm house of c. 1800 has in fact several unusual elements: 
The plan with the small front room, the double entrance doors, the 
chamfered structural beam inside and the shaped rafter ends. Cer
tainly these are adaptations of the usual gable roofed, rectangular, 
vernacular form to the needs and tastes of an individual builder. 

Little is known of the history of the building, its unusual ele
ments could make its research an interesting project. 
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# 7 Continued 

present stair the first floor is divided into a long narrow front 
room (into which was a door) and parlor. Portions of this wall, 
now plastered, show it is vertically boarded and beaded facing 
the parlor. There is a large mantle with surround consisting 
of quarter round backhand, wide fillet, cyma recta, wide fillet & 
bead. There is a plastered panel above the fireplace. A closet 
left of the mantle has a beaded batten door. 

Other window and door trim on the first floor is simple and 
appears to date from the mid to late 19th century. 

The most unusual feature of the house is a large structural 
beam which runs the length of the house beneath the roof ridge 
and supports the second floor. The beam has wide chamfers with 
lamb's tongue chamfer stops. Whether it was original or added 
for structural stability can ohly be determined by examination 
of the pockets in the brick walls in which it is let and other 
structural elements. 

The central stair, certainly a later addition, has a mahogany 
newel and handrail and plain rectangular balusters. 

The second floor of the house has original trim on most 
windows and doors. It is identical to that on the mantle surround 
and certainly dates the house to the Federal period, probably 
the early 19th century. Doors are six panel, raised and beveled 
on the front and recessed at the rear. Old pine floors are found 
on the second floor. 
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