
PERCY MEEKS FARM 
Worton, Maryland 

(18th century) 

K-231 

The main house is two rooms deep and nearly square in plan. 

A one and one half story brick kitchen is a later 18th century 

addition. The main house has a water table which steps up over the 

basement windows, an tmusual detail seen in several Chestertown 

houses but rare in the country side. The building was extensively 

remodeled during the Victorian period and most interior and 

exterior detailing dates from the 19th century. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Percy Meeks Farm is located on the south side of Route 298 about 3/4 miles west 

of Worton. The house is set back 1000 feet from the highway, facing north. Behind the 

house, but at some distance from it are a row of farm buildings. There are no formal 

gardens or plantings on the farm although the front yard is sheltered by old trees. 

The house is brick. Two and one half stories tall the main house rests on a high 

foundation and has 4 bays long, 1~ story kitchen wing built on its gable. The main house 

is three bays (28'3~") wide and two rooms or 30'-6" deep while the wing measures 26-6 

long and 18'5" deep. The front wall of the wing is continuous with the front wall of 

the main house although it partially covers an earlier window, indicating that it is an 

addition. 

The brick walls of the main house are laid in Flemish bond. On all facades there 

is a water table which steps up over the basement windows. The water table itself is 

the stepped type and below it the brick is laid in Liverpool bond. Segmental brick 

arches of alternating stretchers and two headers are used above the first floor windows 

and doors. The second floor line is marked on the long facades by a two-course Flemish 

bond belt course. The brick walls of this building have undergone considerable 

rebuilding and repointing, most poorly done. 

The wing has a low, stepped watertable on the front facade only. It has a Flemish 

bond facade, but 1 to 5 running bond walls elsewhere. 

The main house has a side hall plan with front and rear entrance doors located 

in the east bays. These doorways have both been rebuilt with double Victorian period 

doors installed in the front entrance and the doorway moved a few inches to the east and 

a shed-roofed, enclosed entry porch added. Windows have 6/6 sash, probably of mid-19th 

century vintage,set in 1" bead type frames. Basement windows, located under but not i..._ 
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The Percy Meeks House is a rather tmusual 18th century cotmtry house for Kent County. 

Generally country houses are laid out either in a central hall or hall and parlour plan, 

not in the side hall layout of this structure. The watertable stepping over the 

basement windows and the use of Flemish bond on all facades is more common in Chestertown 

than in its hinterland. 
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Description#?,(K-231) 2. 

line with the windows, have either been bricked in or changed to 
modern metal windows. Windows and a door have also been closed 
on the east gable of the main house, and a door in the 
bay, front, of the wing filled in. 

On the front of the main house are a pair of handsome 
Federal dormers with 6 over 6 sash windows and a pilastered 
facade. The rear dormers are plainer but also have 6 over 6 sash 
and gable roofs. Shallow gable roofed dormers are used on the wing. 

The roof of the main house was probably rebuilt in the 19th 
century. It has overhanging eaves with simple brown and red 
moldings in the rear and sawn-wooden bracketts in the front. 
The wing also has a decorated front cornice with a bold crown mold 
with a deep fascia and alternating long and short shaped <lentils. 

A 19th century porch across the entire front of the main 
house has a shop roof with shaped rafter ends and round columns on 
octagonal bases. On the rear of the wing is an enclosed, shep 
roofed porch of no architectural interest. 

Like the exterior, the interior of the building was remodeled 
in the 19th century and virtually no early detail remains except 
portions of the early stair. This has a very gentle rise, 6" to 
each 12" tread, and lovely turned balusters. There is a diagonal 
beaded-board spandrel and console-shaped step bracketts. The 
handrail is molded, and made of walnut. 

The parlours on the first floor originally had back to back 
fireplaces. The arches remain in the basement and a wide chimney 
projects from the gable. The fireplaces themselves have been 
removed and replaced with plain Victorian fireplaces set against 
the gable walls and roughly centered in the rooms. 

Original flooring is exposed in some rooms. There is also 
Victorian graining on some interior doors. 
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