K-238

King’s Grant Cottage
West side of Worton Creek
late 18th Century

Overlooking the headwaters of Worton Creek, on part of the original
Great Oak Manor, King’s Grant Cottage is a two and one half story, three
bay, brick house. It is nearly contemporary with its neighbor, the Delario
House and has some features in common. King’s Grant Cottage, however,
has suffered the misfortune of remodelings which have left few original
features. The central stair is a close string affair with turned newels,
rectangular balusters and a paneled spandrel. Original 12/8 sash remain in
the second story windows. The first story would have originally had 12/12

sash.

The principal facade of the building faces Worton Creek, to the east,
and is laid in Flemish bond in contrast to the Liverpool bond elsewhere. A
cheaply constructed one-story wing was added to the south gable of the
building in the 20th Century; at the same time two huge shed dormers were

added to the main roof.

On the 1852 Tax Assessment this farm is listed under the ownership
of Anthony Bell with the following information:
“Pt. Great Oak Manor
Brick House & other Buildings
in tolerable repair, formerly
to Philip Reybold.”

“A. Bell” is also indicated as owner in the 1877 Atlas.



KING'S GRANT COTTAGE K-238

Chestertown, Maryland
(ca 1800)

King's Grant Cottage is significant as an early Kent County
farmhouse, and is sited, as was typical, along water ways navigable
in the last two centuries. The building is 2% stories tall, three
bays long, and 1 room deep with a gable roof. In form and brick
detailing, the dwelling is typical of vernacular houses of the late
18th and early 19th centuries. Incompatible changes in recent

years have reduced the building's architectural value.
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King's Grant Cottage is located at the head of Worton Creek, with the waterfront
of the house facing east. It is at the end of a curving 1% lane.

The building is a 2% story brick structure which is three bays long and two bays
deep. The building, rests on a basement and has a gable roof, now broken by long
shed dormers on each slope. On the south gable is a 1% story, long frame addition of
recent date and undistinguished design. The first story of the river front of the house
obscured by a one-story, enclosed porch.

The bricks are medium orange in color with random black glazed bricks. The walls
are laid in Liverpool bond, except the east facade which is Flemish and has a two-
course belt course.

Brick chimneys with corbelled and banded caps. The north chimney projects one
brick's length from the gable and has a stepped shoulder.

The building retains some early, possibly original, sash on the second story; they
have 12 over 8 sash. First floor windows are longer and probably had 12 over 12 sash,
now replaced by 9 over 9. Windows have been added to the first and second floors and
small gable attic windows closed.

Doors have been changed, but the door frame on the west appears to have an original
quarterround backband molding.

The roof is covered with asphalt shingles. The verge boards are replacements and
the box cornice has simple, bold cyma crown and bed moldings.

The house has a central hall plan. Its major stair has a closed string with plain
balusters and a simple turned newel with block base and top.

The interior of the building has been extensively remodeled, but an early stair

remains in the central hall. It has a closed string with plain balusters and a simpl
turned newel with block top and base.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

King's Grant Cottage is significant as an early Kent County farmhouse, and is

sited, as was typical, along water ways navigable in the last two centuries. In form

and brick detailing, the dwelling is typical of vernacular houses of the late 18th

and early 19th centuries. Incompatible changes in recent years have reduced the

building's architectural value.
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