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Moffet House 
Near Pomona 
c. 1810 

When originally constructed, around 1810, the Moffet House 

consisted of the existing three bay, two story brick house with a one story 

frame kitchen addition on its north gable. The first alteration (or perhaps 

completion) probably occurred around 1830 when the parlor (south room) 

was trimmed out with Empire woodwork, typical of the period with 

gougework corner blocks. It was probably at the same time that the mantel 

with its sunburst design, gougework and reeding was installed. Three 

dormers were added to each side of the 'A' roof. From that period until 

around 1900 the house remained unchanged. Its open string stair in the 

central hall and all the plainer mantels of the other three rooms were not 

altered. 

Around the turn of this century the old kitchen wing was removed 

and its door was converted into a ·window. On the north half of the west side 

a two bay two story frame wing, was added. Across the facade a shallow hip 

roof porch with turned posts and decorative scrollwork brackets was also 

added. The one room leanto off the new kitchen was probably added at the 

same time. 

During its second phase, the house and farm were owned by Francis 

Baker. On the 1852 tax assessment he is assessed with two farms, both 

consisting of parts of "Thomas Purchase" and "New York." One of the farms 

had a "Brick House in good repair" and the other had a "Brick House in 

tolerable repair." Since the Moffet House is still in good repair, it seems that 

-·--



Francis might have lived in this early 19th century dwelling. On the 1860 

Martinet Map his name appears at this location with two houses; however in 

the 1877 Atlas the name Francis Baker appears with only one house and 

the farm adjoining to the south is owned by James Baker (and is illustrated 

as a great new farm elsewhere in the Atlas). At the latter period, the hamlet 

of Bakerville grew up around the three roads. Today it is called Pomona. 
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Survey No.K..249 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. 1502495204 

DOE ~yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic . Moffet House 

and/or common Moffet lioPse 

2. Location 
RD 3, 

street & number West side Langford. Pomona Rd. 1 mile north of Pomona -- not for publication 

city, town Chestertown 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
--*- building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
---*"" private 
__ both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
_K_not applicable 

-*-- vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
__ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
__x__ no 

congressional district Fi rs t 

Kent 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ museum 
__ park 
L private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Mr & Mrs Frankljn Moffet 

street & number RD 3 telephone no.: 778_1970 

city, town Chestertown state and zip code Maryland 21620 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Kent County Court House liber BAS 38 

street & number folio 

city, town Chestertown state Maryland 21620 

&. Representation in Existing Historical Surveys 

title 

·.,te __ federal __ state __ county __ local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
__ good 
__ fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
__ altered 

Check one 
__ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No.K-249 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Moffet House is a 3 bay, 2~ story brick house with a central hall plan. Its 
interior detail includes an exceptional suhburst mantle and gouge work reeding on the 
chair rail indicative of Federal style. There is a wide front porch and a rear ell, 
both alterations of th~ Victorian period. 



8. Significance Survey No. K- 249 

Period 
__ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
__x_ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B c D 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Moffet House is a significant historic building because it i!lustrates a tran­
sition between Georgian vernacular and Federal design. It contains fine interior detailing 
of the Federal style in the major room with the simpler, bolder paneling of theGeorgian 
period in the secondary rooms. Because the house is ~xtremely well preserved it is an 
important document of Kent County country houses in the period 1790-1800. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No,K...249 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale _______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i..J I I I I I I I I I I B LU I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LLJ L-1 _.___.___...___,,"""' 

E L_Ll L-1 _.___.___..._.......,_. 

G LLl ._I ....___... ___ _ 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

D LJj 
F LL_j 
H Li_J 

I I I 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county 

state code county 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Marsha I Fritz' Surveyor 
County Commissioners of Kent County 

organization Hj stori ca J Society of Kent County date 1/23/86 

I 
I 

Kent County Court House 
street & number Church Alley 

778-4600 
telephone 778-3499 

code 

code 

city or town Chestertown state Maryland 21620 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



K-- 249 

CONTINUATION SHEET 

.1 Description (continued) 

BUILDING FORM AKO MATERIAL 

1. Size - Main section: 2~ stories, 3 bays wide, 2 deep 

Wing A: 2 stories, 2 bays wide, 2 long 
~l- later addition 

Wing B: 1 story, 2 bays wide, 1 long - -

2. Plan type - Main Section: Central Hall with rear ell 

3. Roof type - Main section: gable with dormers 
Wing A: gable Wing B: shed 

4. Chimney(s) Location: in all gables. 

Materials: brick 

Decorative elements: 3-course caps on main house chimneys 

5. Material/Walls - Main section: Brick; Flemish on front, Liverpool on sides 

Wing A: Frame, beveled weatherboard 

Wing B: Frame 

6. Material/Roofs - Main section: wood shingle 

7. Material/Foundation - Main section: Brick 

Wing A: Brick 

~. Age - Main section: ca" 1790-1810. Brick work is simple without belt course or 
watertable; Federal trim suggests this period. 

Wing A: late 19th century with typical detail 

Wing B: 20th Century. This wing is a simple shed without architectural interest 
Front porch- late 19th Century. 

BUILDING ELEMENTS AND DETAILS 

1. Doors - Main entry: Center of main facade- wide Federal period 6-panel door with 
fielded panels with delicate ogee panel moldings, 4-light 
transom; plain stone sill; trim with split face and backhand. 

SeEondary entries: Later, in wing, no architectural interest. There was 
originally a door in the east gable. It probably lead 
to a side wing of which there remains only a ghost of a 
roof slope and a faint paint line. This door was converted 
to a window and another window added above. 

2. Windows - Main section: type- doublehung 

lights- 6/6 

details- Plain wooden trim and sills with flat agee backhand 



K- 249 

CONTINUATION SHEET 

.2 Description (continued) 

There is a simple, slightly splayed flat arch above each window. 
Sash are probably Victorian or later. 

Shutters- Victorian wooden louver with periodhardware 
installed by present owner. 

Wings: type- doublehung 

lights- 6/6 predominant 

details-

shutters-

3. Dormers - Gable with 6 over 6 sash. 

4. Roof details - Main section: A box cornice with crown and bed moldings made up 
of delicate composite curves; may be original. 

Wing(s): Box with cyma rectangular crown molding typical of Victorian 
and early 20th Century 

s. Porch(es) - Front Porch: 5 bay, one story with square columns and scroll-work brackets. 
Metal, shallow hip roof. Late 19th Century. A side porch 
on the wing has narrow beaded boarding and is probably 
contemporary with the wing. 

6. Color - Current: White frame/trimgreen/black shutters. 

Historic: ? 

7. Other - The Federal mantle is extraordinary. The brick section of the house has 
mostly original interior woodwork. 

INTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

1. Plan type: Central hall, one room deep with rear ell 

2. Major stair: Dog leg with 2 plain balusters per step, a round newel with simple 
turned post and a paneled spandrel with three recessed panels. 

Other stairs: Enclosed rear stair. 

3. Major mantles: The best mantle has a sunburst and gouge work carving. Other, simpler 
mantles are used in the 4 early rooms. 

4. Major trim: Windows/doors- Split face with ogee backhand in stair hall; plain beaded 
trim with quarter round orogee backhand in secondary 
rooms. In parlour Greek reeding on trim and splayed 
jamb in gouge work carved corner blocks. 

Baseboards- 6" with molded upper edge or shallower with beading 

Cornices- None 



CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.3 DESCRIPTION (continued) 

K-249 

Chair rails - in major rooms are molded 
chair rails; in parlor with 
reeded gouge work on face. 

s. Major doors- 6-panel. Doors in major rooms have shallow raised panels 
with delicate panel moldings. In secondary rooms the panels 
are raised and beveled, much heavier in appearance. 

6. Floors - Medium-width random yellow pine; some covered. 

7. Walls/ceiling finishes - Plaster with one beaded board wall upstairs. A 
fielded paneled closet left of fireplace in east 
room, first floor. 

OUTBUILDINGS/SITE DESCRIPTION 

1. Major outbuildings- A: Original Use - Barns/stables 
Material - Frame 
Construction System - modern bay framing 

2. Site Description: The house is surrounded by grassy lawns planted with 
decorative flowers and shrubbery. Behind the house is a group of barns 
around a court yard. The property is very well cared for. 

3. Views to/from site: Other early sites, the Old Baker Farm (K-464) and the 
Suydam property are visible at some distance from the house. The house faces 
the road and is clearly visible from it. 

USE OF BUILDING 

1. Current: Residence 

2. Historic: Residence 

HISTORY OF BUILDING/PAST OWNERSHIP 

The building is photographed in Wilson, Everett B. in Maryland's Colonial 
Mansions and Other Early Houses, (New York: A.S. Barnes and Co., Inc., 1965 ), 
p. 26. A date of ca. 1790 is stated, and although no documentary evidence is 
give~ the 1790 1 s or very early 1800 1s would be the period when this house was 
likely built. Its interior woodwork clearly illustrates the transition from 
the Georgian style declining in the 1780's and early 1790's and the newer Federal 
style that emerged in the 1780's becoming well established in the 1790's. The 
house has been changed very little since its construction. Faint paint "ghosts" 
and a closed door on the north gable suggest that a wing once stood there. It 
may have been demolished in the 19th century when the rear wing and front porch 
were constructed. 
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View to West 

MOFFET HOUSE (K-J.49> 
Chestertown, Kent County 

Photo~raph: M. L. Fritz, May 1981 


