
Survey No. K-258 

Maryland Historical Trust Magi No. 1502585504 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historiC 

and/or common 

2. Location 
about ~ mile West 

~ t f br · r street & number Rt. 2 -- North side Rees es Corner Road of Route 20 - no or pu ica ion 

city, town Rock Hall 

state Maryland 21661 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
~building(s) 

__ structure 
_site 

object 

Ownership 
_public 
_Xprivate 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

-----x- vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
-X-nO 

congressional district Fi rs t 

Kent 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
_educational 
_entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_2',_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Frederj ck I. Wi 11 ard 

street & number RD 2 Rock Hal J telephone no. : 301-639-7951 

city, town Rock Hall state and zip code 
Marx1 and ?J 661 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Kent County CourtHouse liber EHP85 

street & number folio 228 

city, town Chestertown state Maryland 21620 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title 

date _ federal _ state _ county __ local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
__ good 
__ fair 

Check one 
__ deteriorated __ unaltered 
__ ruins __ altered 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. K-258 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Castle is a rectangular brick building, four bays wide and two rvom~ deep. 
It has a high gable roof which enclosed a full story attic. There are 4 slender 
brick chimneys, two enclosed ineach gable end. Entry is through two doors located 
in the center of the south (front) facade~ Interior detailing of this structure is 
extremely simple with plain 4-panel doors and simple trim. The stair to the second 
floor and attic ascends in a straight run between the front and rear rooms. 



8. Significance Survey No. K-258 

Period 
__ prehistoric 

1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
L 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ arc:heology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
-- agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
__ Xarchitecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
-- art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B c D 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Castle is a large but extremely simple dwelling whose most prominent feature 
is its tall chimneys. It is an unusual structure for Kent County because of its double 
entry doors, and because of its room layout. On both the first and second floors the 
house has four rooms separated by a straight run stair that rises in two flights to the 
attic. This floor plan closely resembles that used in the Kennedyville Houses-
(K-386, K-389, K-390) buildings erected in the late 1860's by builders from Pennsyl
vania. This striking similiarity suggests that The Castle may have a similar history. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. K-258 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale _______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i_J I I I I I I I I I I Bw I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LJ ._I _.__. ____ ...! oLLJ I I I I 
E Li_J ._I _.__. ____ _ F Li_j I I I 
G Li_j ~' ---- H LU I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title _-Marsha L. Fritz. Surveyor 
' County Commissioners of Kent County 

organization Historical Society of Kent County date January 21, 1986 
The Court House 

street & number Church Alley 
778-4600 

telephone 778-3499 

city or town Chestertown state Maryland 21620 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

I 

PS-2746 



K-258 

CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.1 Description (continued) 

Building Form and Material 

1. Size - Main Section: 2 stories, 4 bays wide, 4 deep (2 rooms) 
Wing A: 1 story, (Modern rear addition across rear of house. 

built in 1977) 

2. Plan type - Main section: Enclosed stair runs beneath roof ridge between 
front and rear rooms. Four rooms per floor. 

3. Roof type - Main section: Gable 

4. 

Wings: Hipped 

Chimneys - Locations: 
Materials: 

4; 2 in each gable, each chimney has a single flue 
Brick 

Decorative elements: 4 course out and in corbell cop 

5. Material/Walls - Main Section: Brick 
Details: 1/5 English bond. Small orange bricks with tan 

untooled mortar joints. 
Wing A: Frame 
Details: T-~11 textured plywood siding 

6. Material/Roofs - Main section: wood shingle 
wing A: Asphalt Shingle 

7. Material/Foundation - Main section: Brick 
Wing A: Slab on Grade 

8. Age - Main section: Mid- 19th century, before 1877 
Wings/additions: 1977 addition by Mrs. Broyden Kane 

9. Style - Mid- 19th century vernacular. The house has few stylistic pretentions 
although the roof shape and the gable detailing and returns can be 
traced to the Greek Revival style of the first half of the 19th century. 

Building Elements and Details 

1. Doors - Main entry: A pair of 4-panel wooden doors set in l~
11

frames with 
narrow inside bead.. Above each door is a gable hood without columns. These are 
modern. See section #5 below. 

Secondary entries: Sliding glass doors lead to the new wing. There 
are 2 doors, formerly exterior doors, lead from the addition to the main house. 

2o Windows - Main section: type - double hung 
lights - 6/6, including one in the attic gables 
details - Narrow beaded frames are used on the front; 

bullnose frames are used on the rear. 
Both types have plain sills. There are 
jack arches above first floor rooms, 
rowlocks on the second. 

shutters - wooden louvered 
Wings: type - Casement 

lights - singlepane 

details - modern windows by Anderson Company 
shutters -



K- 258 

CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.2 DESCRIPTION (continued) 

3. DoI111ers - removed. The house foI111erly had a pair of dormers in each roof 
slope. There is now a long domed plexiglas skylight in the west 
side of the rear roof slope. 

4. Roof details - Main section: Box cornice with a wide overhang, cyma crown 
mold, deep fascia at the top of the walls, a 

return at the gables. 
Wings: Low hip with simple box cornice. 

S. Porches - Hoods above the main entry are the only porches extant.. These are 
triangular elementswithout posts that shelter the front stoops. 
There appears to have been a one-story front porch, probably 3 bays 
wide and one bay deep. 

6. Color: Current - Brown trim, white sash, black shutters 
Historic - Unknown 

7. Other - This simple house is very unusual design for Kent County, differing 
from local tradition in several ways. Most obvious is the proportions 
of the building form and the tall, single-flue chimneys. The usual 
Kent County practice in the mid-century was a one room deep house 
with end chimneys, like the Simpkins House (K-489) directly across 

Reese's Corner Road from the Castle. The double entry doors are 
rarely found here, although this feature is typical in GeI111an-settled 
areas like Western Maryland and Eastern Pennsylvania. Perhaps most 
remarkable however, is the plan of this house with its enclosed stair. 

Unlike virtually all vernacular Kent buildings of this time, the stair 
is not seen as a decorative or ceremonial building feature, but merely 
~ functional one. This major difference regarding the purpose of an 
architectural fixture, suggests that this house derives from an archi-

tectural and cultural tradition completely separate from the one upom 
which most Kent buildings are based. 

There are only fonr other houses in Kent County with plans that resemble 
this. They are the Kennedyville houses that were built by Pennsylvan
iams in the late 1860's. They too are 2 rooms deep with their enclosed 
stairways running between the rooms. Because of this similiarity it 
is possible that The Castle was constructed by or for someone from 
Pennsylvania or someone who was familiar with the Pennsylvania house 
plan. 

INTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

1. Plan type - See sketch page 20 

2. Major stair - Enclosed between rooms. No decorative details; modern handrail. 

3. Major mantles - Onlyone in house, this in the Southwest parlor, first floor. 
This mantle has a simple shelf and plain pilasters; there is 
a bold cyma molding beneath the shelf. The lower edge of the 
freeze board is cut into a scallop. 



K-- 258 

CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.3 Description (continued) 

4. Major trim - windows and doors: Either plain board trim ar a fillet and bead 
trim (see profile). Trim is the same inside 
and outside house 

Baseboards: Plain - 5" + or - on second floor, 7n +or - on first. 

Cornices: Only mmdern 

Chair rails: none 

5. Major doors - 4-panel; shallow unbeveled panels without panel moldings. Same 
doors used throughout the house. Some carpenters box locks that 
are antiques used on first floor doors. 

6. Walls/ceiling finishes - Plaster 

OUTBUILDINGS/SITE DESCRIPTION 

1. Major outbuildings: 

A. Original use - Shed, garage 

Material - Frame 
Construction system - Bay framed 

Form - 2 by 2 bays with left, 
gable roof, with addition 

2. Site description: The house sits on a small plat of land surrounded by culti-
vated fields. The house is located very close to Rees~'s 

Corner Road separated only by a narrow strip af lawn. 
Around the house are ornamental shrubbery. Behind the house 
is a grassey lawn and a small frame barn now used as a garage. 

3. Views to/from site - There is a view across open fields to the Simpkins Farm (K489) 
directly across the road and to Reeses Corner House (K257) 
to the east. 

Use Of Building 

1. Current - Residence 

2. Historic - Residence, Guest house 

HISTORY OF BUILDING/PAST OWNERSHIP 

Dating from the mid-nineteenth century, this house is called "The Castle" not 
because it is elegant but because of its former dramatic skyline. Before they were 
removed, the building had a pair of dormers in its roof. These and the 4 tall chimneys 
gave the house a strong and, for this countr, an unusual appearance. 

This house was once one of a group of residential and commercial buildings 
standing at Reese's Corner, which at that time was a small rural village with several 
houses and stores. Throughout mmch of the 20th Century the house seems to have been 
used as a tenant house. In the 1960 1 s the house was partially restored by Louisa 
Carpenter, owner of nearby Springfield (K-99) as a guest house. The rear addition was 

) 

made in 1977 by Mrs. Broyden Kane. 
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The Castle K-258 

The Castle is a two story brick house laid in all stretcher 

bond and being four bays long and two rooms deep. The south 

facade has two center doors and the sashes are 6/6 and louvered 

shutters are painted black. There is overhang to eaves which 

are in natural wood. On each gable are two square chimneys 

and a window between. 

Presently it is used as guest quarters for Springfield Farm. 
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View to Northeast 

THE CASTLE (K-258) 

Rock Hall, Kent County 

Photograph : M. L. Fritz, Nov. 1981 


