
K-277 
Big Fairlee 
Tolchester 
Private 

19th Century 

Big Fairlee is a simple circa 1800 brick farmhouse with stylish 
paneling on the first floor. The house form with its corner stairs 
is a common one in Kent County, but fine Federal period woodwork is 
less so. The building, with its several barns, outbuildings, and 
housing for farm help exhibits a way of farm life now nearly as rare 
as this old house. 
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Big Fairlee is a two story brick farmhouse with Federal detail
ing but with a floor plan more commonly found in Kent County in 
the early and middle 18th century. The building is located near 
Fairlee Creek, northwest of the town of Fairlee. The house faces 
south and is part of a complex of farm buildings of varying ages; 
a smoke house with wide door closed with penny-end strap hinges 
appears to be the oldest of those remaining. 

The house consists of a three bay main house on a basement and 
a lower, two story, three bay wing. Both have enclosed end chimneys 
and two small attic windows in each gable. The gable roofs are 
finished with verge boards and box cornices with crown molding and 
cove bed mold. The brick is common bond on all facades; there is 
no water table. 

The wing and main house are contemporaries with a continuous 
rear wall. The front wall of the brick wing is set back slightly 
from the facade of the main house. Later frame wings and porches 
attest to changing life styles and needs. Behind the wing with 
roof ridge perpendicular to that of the house, is a two story frame 
house connected to the wing with a one story hyphen. There is a 
small shed adjacent the hyphen. A one bay entrance porch shelters 
the main entrance. It has a gable roof, side benches and paneled 
square columns. It,like the screened, shed porch on the kitchen 
are later additions. 

The house is evenly fenestrated with openings placed regularly 
throughout both house and wing. The entrances, front and rear, 
have crDssetted and reeded trim, paneled jambs and heads. These 
panels consist of narrow moldings applied to resemble flush panels. 

There are three second floor windows on long facades of the 
main house, a central entrance and two windows on the first floor. 
Replacement 2/2 Victorian sash are found in the main house. Old 
pegged trim with back band molding, probably a quarter round, 
remains on the first floor. Louvered shutters are used on the second 
floor and paneled shutters with two panels and pierced half moon 
are used on the first floor, front. Some old wrought iron shutter 
dogs remain. 

The wing is also evenly fenestrated with thn~e 6/6 sash '1.dndows 
on the second floor, front and central entrances, front and rear. 
There are only two windows on the second floor rear, reflecting a 
central partition inside. On the front facade there is a 6/6 window 
right of the entrance. To the left of the door is a 8/8 sash window 
with a narrow 4/4 sash window to its left. 

The main house has a hall and parlor plan with enclosed corner 
stairs in opposite corners. The two central entrances open into 
the parlor. There are three bedrooms on the second floor, the two 
above the parlor reached by a narrow corridor along the rear wall. 
There are also corner stairs in the former two rooms of the wing. 
Two of the three second floor chambers are also reached by short 
corridor. The wing and main house are connected by a five foot 
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Big Fairlee is a simple ca. 1800 farmhouse with stylish paneling 
on the first floor. The house form with its corner stairs is a common 
one in Kent County, but fine Federal period woodwork less so. The 
building with its several barns, outbuildings, and housing for farm 
help exhibits a way of farm life now nearly as rare as this old 
house. 
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# 7 Continued 

door on the second floor and three steps down. 
The interior of the wing is largely modern, but the interior 

woodwork of the main house is largely intact. The parlor es
pecially has paneling which displays the delicacy and fine crafts
manship of the Federal period of interior decoration. It has 
a paneled end wall with central fireplace and flanking closet 
doors, and the stair is incorporated into the wall. The cornice 
consists of a carved wooden cable and a band of delicate reeding. 
The same reeding is used for the chair rail .. and forms the basic 
decorative motif of the mantle. The fireplace has a rectangular 
opening with crossette surround, enriched with reeding. The 
frieze has an elaborate herringbone of reeding and a crossetted 
panel, also with reeded edges, surmounts the molded mantle shelf. 
Recessed paneling with ogee molded edges is used; the closet 
doors have six raised and beveled panels. Other doors, including 
entrance doors, are similiar, on both first and second floors. 
First floor doors have crossetted trim which consists of delicate 
composite moldings typical of the Federal period. 

In the hall, the fireplace wall is also paneled with recessed 
paneling. The mantle has a molded surround and shelf. Above the 
shelf is a crossetted panel. The chair rail has been replaced 
with 20th century wainscoting. 

Upstairs bedrooms retain their original window and door 
trim, mantles, chair rails, plaster, and wide pine floors. 

The house is occupied and maintained, but in need of res
toration. 
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