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K” Wickesr Houre 2nd half I8th centuny
(heatertown
private

The seat of one of (heatertoun’s moat prominent familier from the mid-
nineteenth to the mid-twentieth centuny, thir monumental ﬁeu/l.gum Aty,ie manaion
in wlatedchonsxentoration at lart acheduled for nestoration by ita ownen, 9%
in one of the largest dwellings in Zown. Opinion on ita date of conatruction
varierd Bobumentany evidencex can do no betten than the secondth half of the
ugﬁteentﬁ centuny: WMM% the property was in the handa o,f
one family, the Wallia family, from 1749 to 1828, Anchuitectural evidence
(cmd J!/ta,a’i.ti,on) move it towand the C.eniu/r.y'ra. closre. 9% has served as cﬁuei[ing.,
tavenn, andkh hotel, YIn the mid-nineteenth centuny it was the neaidence of
Ezebial 3. (hambern, U.S. Senaton .
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X _BUILDING(S) Xprivate —_UNOCCUPIED — COMMERCIAL __PARK
. __STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL KoRIVATE RESIDENC
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
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E2 DESCRIPTION K)?

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE .
—EXCELLENT —_DETERIORATED —UNALTERED Z ORIGINAL SITE
% _coop —RUINS X ALTERED —MOVED DATE__
—FAIR —_UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Wickes House is a large scale, S5-bay brick Jeorgian house with a gabled roof
and dormers, 25 stories high and two full rooms deep. It is locaied on the north
corner of the intersection of Front and High Streets on Town Lot 16 in Chestertown,

It has a fieldstone basement basement and molded brick water table, There is a brick
wall across the front with square brick columns opposite the carners of the house

and flanking the steps up to the entrance which is in the central bay. There are
wood cornices on top of the columns with balls on top of them, The brickwork is dore
in Flemish bond,

porch on brick piers. There is an iron pipe rail around the porch and down the steps.
The paneled decor is double behind a double louvered door. It is flanked by plain broad
pilasters which support a lintel, dentils, and a cyma recta cornice which inturn
supports a large box cornice with molding,

A11 of the windows on the facade have flat arches, double hung sash--six panes
over six--and louvered shutters. The sills are wood,

The main cormice is a box with a large molding below it, There are two large chimne’
flush with the gable ends. There ig a composition shingle roof. There are three
extra large -gabled dormers.

On the northwest (left) gable end there are two windows on the first story in the
extreme left and risght bays: both are 6/4 with flat arches and louvered shutiers.
There ars two smaller windows, also 6/6 with flat arches and louvered shutters, in
the gable, The roof does not overhang the gable ends,

On the southeast (right) gable end a platform porch has been added and also doors
where windows match’ng those on the northwest gable end may have been,
There is z small casement window in the rear bay betwe'n the door and hack wall,
There ars two windows on the second stary: neither has an arch which suggests they

are not original, There are
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two atiic windows matening those 5n the northwest

gable end.
There is a small wing in the rear, There is also a large garden adjoining the
northwest side of the house, which is surrounded by a brick wall similar to that
across the front of ‘the house; it is czanped with concrete and there are concrete
4 | N 4 19
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he fence's ssvenbrick posts rather than the front wall's balls,

cama on
eallo Uil

The entrance itself is up fo r granite steps and five wouden steps . There is a wood
I
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




B SIGNIFICANCE K-29

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—PREHISTORIC  __ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC  _COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION

—_1400-1499 — ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION _LAW __SCIENCE

—_1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 _JARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—_1700-1799 __ART __ENGINEERING __MUSIC __THEATER

__1800-1899 __ COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —_PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES 17 >« BUILDER/ARCHITECT  unknown

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
ing the Touse is a favoflite loca ether
not_the BustomsHouse was ever really a anice

makes it clear the ! 'usa was built for the ,th is family, but the property was in

the Wallis family from ;_,9 until 1828. Architectural ﬂvn.de.., suggests the 1750's
60's--contamporary with its equa "Wy monumental neighbor, Widehall, across

Tront, 2t "n-': (1769)==but many SGeorglan style houses were built in -e.ar:ru.l days
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by men o orgian taste, so there aren o guarantees,
use pased to 3 and then into the
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1iel Perkins to Jonothon Page Liber 2 Tolio 432 (1f10) B1L 17s. 5 4.
{211 £ , 12 with a4 mes aoe )
Tonothon Page to Hush Wallis Tiber 6 ¥olio 531 (17h9) 240
14 .?-. -~ -"*, -~ |'|-: y . . . ,...‘,_!_._, 1;,.. ‘I‘ 3
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sther end of the lot
Hugh Wallis to Samel Wallis,

Samuel Wallis wills his rea} estate to Philip Wallis Wills Liber 8-435 (1307)
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Philip Wallis to Ezekial F, Chambers JNG 1 376 (1828) 32000,
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izekial I, Chambers to Elizabeth Chambers Wickes JNG 2 193 (18 ) 32200,
v ) . N 3 - = ~
X n Wickes wills hi propsr to his 2 ills JF 1 25¢ (1 ) :‘

ife, Gladys R, Wickes, in a Secord
Ylaydys Wickes and Joseph Wickes,
wife's death, his daugh'er

39 375 (19L6)
75 590 (1942 29
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55 376 (1973)

L4 2L (1974)
+ \ &A1 J
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EJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
EIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: Deginmning =t & point on the XESide of Hgir St—=t—the

end of the division line between the property and the property now or farmerly of
Samuel L. Dorf (106 High) (line established in 194); RAS 35-6ly, Joseph Wickes to

S.Dorf) and running thence by and with the NE side of High St. in a southeasterly
direction a distance of 120 ft., more or less to the land now or formerly of W.T.
Bramble (now Wyman) (Which J. Wickes sold to W.T. Bpramble in 19hly RAS 33 387);thence
by and with said Bramble land in a northeasterly direction a distance of 74 feet, more
or less to a point; thence still following said Bramble land, in a northwesterly direct-

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
ion a distance of 31 feet, more or less to a point; thence still following said “rar
STATE Jand and the rear end of the lot nowounry or formarly of J,.B. Whaland and the
lands of others in a northeasterly direction a distance of 97 feet more or less to the
STATE 1ands now or formerly of N, Wroth; Ccouny thence Dy and with said Wroth lands on
a line pardllel with High St. in a northwesterly direction a distance of 89 feet more

or 1ess Lo Tthe northernmost end ol the alorementioned DJoOrt

FORM PREPARED BY division line; then;é bj and with said didision line South

ISR LTS L3 degrees West 165 feet to the beginning.
Robert NWeill Hsistoric Site Surveyor :

ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust/ Town of Chestertown June, 1976
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

CITY OR TOWN » STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights. : .

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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. Wikes House
102 High St.
Chestertown
Chestertown Quad.
Kent County
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Wickes House

Chestertown

See MHT vertical file for additional photographs




