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Urieville Miller's House and Mill Site 
Urieville 
c.1800 

Like several early 19th century houses in Kent County, the Miller's 

House at Urieville boasts beaded ceiling joists in the hall-parlor plan, two

story building. Its asymmetrical three-bay north facade retains an original 

board and batten door, with later window cut therein. The broad windows 

with 6/6 sash appear to be replacements of earlier 1218 sash. A second door 

was introduced on the south side for access to the parlor. 

In the late 19th century, Urieville was a small community of shops 

and houses. It is depicted in the Lake, Griffing, Stevenson Atlas of 1877 with 

a number of houses beside a grist mill and saw mill. Samuel Hopkins 

advertised his flour in the Kennedyville business directory along with J.P. 

Pote, Blacksmith, and A. Strong, Wheelwright, all in Urieville.1In1902, the 

property was listed for sale in the Kent News: 

"This property consists of a flour and feed mill, a two story dwelling with 

kitchen and stable and carriage house. The dwelling is old and in fair 

condition. The mill was remodeled last year to the latest improved system of 

grinding, scalping and bolting, and is now almost new throughout. Power is 

supplied by two turbine wheels under 12 feet head. The water is abundant 

at all seasons. There is no better water power or more desirable milling 

property in Kent County. It is situated in one of the finest grain sections of 

the State, and has local demand for all its product, being close to several 

thriving towns and villages, and has paid a good profit for many years. The 

Mill is now idle, due to a break in the dam during the recent heavy rains. It 

can be put in condition for operations in a few days."2 



This property was the site of a very early Perkins Mill. Its history is 

intimately tied together with the history of White House Farm, the home of 

the Perkins, located on the hill overlooking the old mill pond. 

1. 1877 Lake Griffing Stevenson Atlas. 

2. Kent County News, October 11, 1902. 
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In the late 19th century Urieville was a small but thriving community. 

The Lake, Griffing, and Stevenson Atlas of 1877 shows a saw mill and a grist 

mill plus several houses and other buildings. The mill pond and mill race 

shown are still visible. 

About twenty years later the property was to be sold at public auction; 

it was described in a local newspaper as "consist(ing) of a flour and feed 

mill, a tku story dwelling with kitchen and stable and carriage house. The 

dwelling is old and in fair condition. The mill was remodeled last year to 

the latest improved system of grinding, scalping and bolting, and is now 

almost new throughout. Power is supplied by two turbine wheels under 12 

feet head." 

Except for its foundations, the brick mill has vanished. The Miller's 

House, a small, three-bay hall-and-parlour plan building with beaded ceiling 

beams remains. 
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The old house at Urieville is a three bay gable-roofed structure with a modern side 

wing. The building is two stories in height with a full basement and shallow-pitched 

roof without dormers. Originally the building had brick chimneys enclosed in each gable; 

the east chimney has been removed (and replaced by a plywood facsimile) and the west 

chimney stuccoed. 

The house was originally constructed with a hall and parlour plan. Windows are 

therefore unevenly spaced so that there are two bays in the western portion of the house 

and one in the eastern. All windows in the old main house have 6/6 sash; these sash are 

replacements. No window trim is visible. The windows are quite wide and there are 

basement windows--equal in width-cut into the field stone foundation. These latter have 

been made narrower. 

The entry door on the north side of the house retains an early door made up of wide, 

beaded boards and hung on three strap hinges with arrowhead ends. A later diamond-shaped 

window has been cut into this door. There are two entry doors on the south facade, one in 

each room. There are modern doors hung in these openings. 

The exterior finish of the house is now wooden shingles. The owner states that the 

siding under these shingles is flush, beaded weatherboard 8
11 

to 9
11 

wide. 

Relatively little changes have occurred on the interior of the Millers House; a 

small kitchen has been constructed in the hall, a wide doorway was cut between the two 

first floor rooms, one fireplace was removed, and narrow hardwood floors were laid over 

the pine. Most detailing remains in place. 

The parlour fireplace has a rectangular opening with a plastered surround. The 

mantle shelf which surmounts the fireplace has elaborate Federal moldings and tsvo frieze 

blocks on its plain frieze. There is a plaster panel above the fireplace and a panelec 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET !F NE~SSARY 

I 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

*1800-1899 

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSC.O.PE ARCHITECTURE 

~RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

_,...AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

x.ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

g_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES ca 1800 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER ISPECIFYI 

In the late 19th century Urieville was a small but thriving community. The Lake, 

Griffing, and Stevenson Atlas of 1877 shows a saw mill and a grist mill plus several 

houses and other buildings. The mill pond and mill race shown are still visible. 

About 20 years later the mill was to be sold at a public auction and described as 

follows: 

"This property consists of a flour and feed mill, a two story dwelling with kitchen 

•-nd stable and carriage house. The dwelling is old and in fair condition. The mill was 

remodeled last year to the latest improved system of grinding, scalping and bolting, and 

is now almost new throughout. Power is supplied by two turbine wheels under 12 feet 

head. The water is abundant at all seasons. There is no better water power or more 

desirable milling property in Kent County. It is situated in one of the finest grain 

sections of the State, and has local demand for all its product, being close to several 

thriving towns and villages, and has paid a good profit for many years. The mill is now 

idle, due to a break in the dam during the recent heavy rains. It can be put in 

condition for operation in a few days." 

The illustration of the mill building shows a three story structure with a gable 

roof and end chimneys. Foundations of this building remain and are indicated on the map. 

The mill burned soon after World War II and the earth embankment dam finally collapsed at 

about the same time. 
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#7 Description (cont'd) K-291 

closet. Right of the fireplace is the corner stair to the second floor. 
It has a six-panel door with quarterround moldings and raised and beveled 
panels. Chairrails in the downstairs rooms are made up of three parts, 
as shown, and most window trim is a Grecian Ovolo. Most surprising in 
livht of these Federal and Grecian details are the beaded beams in 
the ceiling of the parlour. Whether these indicate an older house 
"modernized" during the early 19th century or a carry-over of an 
early practice cannot be determined from the existing evidence. 

The second floor has three rooms arranged along a hall which 
extends along the north side of the house. This story is unchanged 
except for a bath which has been added at the east end of the hall. 
The doors on this floor are beaded board doors and some retain their 
wooden string latches. Six-inch wide yellow pine is used as flooring. 



#8 Significance K-291 

Remnants of foundations near the house may be the kitchen, 
stable, and carriage house mentioned. 

At one time there were probably many houses in Kent County 
like the Millers House. Few now remain and most of them--Massey 
House (K-380) and the Hildebrand House (K-194)-- are so altered 
that their original character is destroyed. This house is there
fore, significant because it is one of the last of its type that is 
mostly intact. 

In addition, the property is important because it is the 
site of one of Kent's early centers of agriculture-related commerce. 
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Mortgagee's Sale 

uRrnvOIE mLL! 
PROPERTY. j 

By ,.!RTCE of the powerconrumed in the I 
mort1Tage from John W". Temple and 

vife and William W. McKnett and wife to A. I' 
:oates. dated the 17th d11y of October. 187~ . 
. nd recorded among tbe L11na Hecords of j 
{flnt county. in Liber D. •,. H., :So. 4. Folio 
:76. the undersigned. es essignE-e of said mo rt- II 

rage. '"ill offer et public s11le in front of the 
:ourt House Door m CheHertown. Md., on I 

TUESDAY, November 11, 1902 I 
At Twel\e O'clock Noon, I 

ALL THAT YAU:-ADLE MILL PHUP- 1 
EHTYCALLED r 

1 
The UrievilJe MilJ I 

CONTAINING 3H ACRES, ! 
more or le<s, siruate<lin the Second Electivn·'! 
District of Kent county, Meryl11nd. o* tbe~ 
public road fmm Chestertown to Kennedy
Yille. about six miles from Chestertow:i 1u1l'I 
two miles from Kennedy,-L1c, both p•aees j 
\.Jeinir on the line of the Pcn.~~ylv•rnia RaH· 
road svstem. ~ .._, ~ .. i 

This- property consist• of a.. ·· ~/; 
FLUUlt AND FEEU MILL. . · 
A T\\."O STl.HtY DWELLING . 181 

with Kitchen 11nd SrablP R'ld. ; 1
; j 

Carriage House. The n .. ell- I 

iri11 is old and in fair condition. 
The Mill was remodeled last year to the a test i 
impro\·ed •Ystem of grmding. sca.lprng ilnd 
bolting, and is now almost new througl\ont. 

~~dee:1i 8r:.'.'l~~:3. b.fh!w..?11 tt.:','~;n:t.;i:1~~~ 
at all seasons. There is no better water 
power or more desir11ble milling proper&y rn 
Kent county. '- I 
It is situated in one of the llnest grain sec

tions of the State. and h•• local demand for 
aJJ its product, being close to Se\'erttl thriv
ing towns end vill11.,es, and has paid a good 
profit for many yea rs The mill is now idle, 
due too break in the dam durml' the recent 
heavy rains. lt can be put in condition for 
operat10n in a few days. 

This property is offered for saie in order to 
~ettlethet>statt;>of thelateWm. W.McKnett. j 
Possession will be given upon the .rat11ica· 1 
tion of sale. , -- . 

TERMS OF SA LE.-One-tbird of tbe pur
chase money cash on the day of s>1le, tb.e res i 
idue rn two equal instalments in one 11nd two; 
ye11rs from the_ day of sale; the deferred paJ· , 
ments to beer rnterest from tt.e r'ay of sale, 
eod t-0 l•e secured to the satisfaction of the 
Rso1.,nee. Title papers at the cost of the 
purchHtter. 

LEWIN \\'. WICKE!':. · 
ASSIGSEP.: OF ~fORTGA<lE.J 

JOH!'< B. GREEXwoo~. Auct•r. ocl!_~~-

·-----·---
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