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The purpose of preparing this addendum to the Kent News Building inventory form {prepared in 
1976) is to document the changes that have occurred to the property since that time, as well as 
to report on the future changes related to a proposed new addition. 

4. Ownership of Property 

The other change to the status of the property that has occurred is a transfer in ownership; the 
current owner is the Sultana Education Foundation, 410-778-5954, P.O. Box 524, Chestertown, 
MD 21620 www.sultanaeducation.org 

7. Description 

200 Cannon Street is a tall two-story brick building that was built in 1859 for the Methodist 

Protestant Church that had established a Congregation on this site as early as 1830. The 

present structure is three bays wide facing Cross Street #1 by four bays deep on Cannon Street 

#3 . Its brickwork is laid in American bond with one row of headers to seven rows of stretchers. 

The gable fa<;ade has a central entry with classically simple entablature having a bracketed 

cornice #2. Within the architrave is a single door flanked by narrow spaces filled with 

weatherboard. Above the door and surrounding weatherboard is a rectangular transom . 

Above the door ens~mble on the second story is a three-part window with bracketed cornice 

above the three windows. Its cornice nearly aligns with bracketed cornice of the main building. 

Flanking the central entrance and 3-part window are two tall 9/9-pane sash windows. The 

gable and cornice of the Northeast and Southwest facades is composed of a fascia against the 

brick wall with brackets evenly spaced below a plain soffit and an upper fascia with crown 

molding under the roof. The cornices meet at the corners of the building and form a Capital to 

the four corner pilasters #12. 

Besides the corner pilasters there are three intermediate pilasters separating the four bays of 

the northeast {Cannon Street) elevation. #3 There are two 6/6-pane sash windows in each bay, 

located on the first and second stories. A door with sidelights and transom occupies the first 

story of the third bay from the front corner. #4 Each of the bays has disturbed brickwork 

around and between the windows which are an indication of there having different windows 

when first built for the Church #5. A sketch on the Martinet Map of Kent County, printed in 
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1
#15, indicated that the church had four windows on this side that were the same size as 

the two 9/9-pane sash windows of the Cross Street fac;ade1
. A similar sketch printed in Usilton's 

History of Chestertown in 1900 shows the building with the same type windows that exist now 

in 2015. At the time of is publication it was called "Chestertown Public School Buildings" #16. 

The four bay southwest fac;ade is nearly identical to the northeast fac;ade #8 including the brick 

disturbance between and around the windows on each story. Even the third bay from the front 

corner of the building is different #9. Here, the first story is completely bricked in where there 

had been an opening between the old brick building and a concrete block one-story addition 

that is barely mentioned in the 1976 description. That addition was removed after 2007 when 

acquired by the Cannon Street Group, L.L.C. Only the paint or whitewash on the brick wall up 

to the tops of the first story windows is a reminder of the former addition that housed the 

machinery for Kent Printing Company. All first floor windows have the jack arches over the 

windows including one in the large patched area in the third bay from the fac;ade . 

In the center of the northwest gable of the building is a narrow one-story pent-roof protrusion 

with a narrow window on each side that was constructed to shed light on the Altar table within 

the former church #6&7 . It has a corbelled brick cornice. This type sanctuary protrusion is 

found in all of the mid-19th century Methodist Churches in the County as well as in most of the 

Eastern Shore. With the exception of two 6/6-pane sash windows in the attic the remainder of 

the wall is devoid of openings. A plain bargeboard rises along the underside of the "A" roof. 

Although the recordation of the interior for this building is not required by the Agreement 

between the Sultana Education Foundation and the Maryland Historical Trust, a few changes 

that have taken place within the past decade need to be described. The interior spaces are 

primarily large open rooms the second story being the most interesting due to the removal of 

the ceiling and exposure of original trusses that date from 1858 #14. This truss system is very 

similar to the roof truss of the original Methodist Chapel next to the Town Park that was built in 

1 A copy of the sketch on the Martenet Map appears on Page 426 of Historic Houses of Kent Co. 

•- The #s indicate photo illustrations at the end of the Report. 
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1803 and remodeled a short time thereafter. The empty joist pockets indicate the positions of 

original joists to which the plaster ceiling was attached. 

8. Significance 

In 1830, the Protestant Methodist Church, a branch of the original Methodist Meeting House 

adjacent the Town Park, moved into an existing white-washed brick structure on the corner of 

Cross and Cannon Streets. That structure was proven inadequate after twenty-eight years of 

use. The congregation constructed a new church in 1859 on the same corner now numbered 

200 Cross Street#l. They remained here in the new building until 1888 when they moved to a 

new ecclesiastical building at 401 High Street close to Mill Street. 

Several small frame buildings had been established in the 200 block of Cross Street for use by 

the County School system as early as the 1870s. They expanded into the old Church building 

after the church moved to their new building in 1888. At that time the building was altered by 

adding a second story, removing the tall church windows on both sides and replacing each with 

two 6/6-pane sash windows. There is no deed to the property until 1903 when the church 

deeded the property to the School Board. A month later the property was sold to Charles S. 

Smith and L. Bates Russell, Sr. in two parcels. L. Bates Russell purchased half of the property 

from Charles S. Smith in 1904. According to the Sanborn Map from 1904 the first story was 

occupied by The Enterprise Newspaper and the second story by a Movie Theatre. In 1909 most 

of the frame building further west of the old Church was burned but the old Church survived. 

In 1911 Charles Smith and wife sold their remaining part of the property to Lawrence Bates 

Russell. The Enterprise Newspaper apparently prospered until about 1943, when L. Bates 

Russell, Jr. and wife Inez, executors of the estate of his father sold their interest in the property 

to Harry S. Russell and Emerson R. Russell. Then, in 1949, Harry and Emerson and their wives 

sold their interest to the Kent Publishing Co., Inc. consisting of two parcels equal to 91'-10" by 

55'-0" . 

Kent Printing Corporation built a one-story concrete block machine shop onto the southwest 

side of the building according to a !906 Sanborn Map. In 1985 it was sold to John B. Spry, Ill and 

his wife, Diane. In 1993, pursuant to a marital separation agreement, the property with 
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buildings as transferred to only John B. Spry, Ill who carried on the printing business he had 

established previously, replacing the publication of the old Kent County News paper. 

In 2007, the former Kent Publishing Corporation was purchased by a consortium by the name of 

the Cannon Street Group, LLC, along with several properties nearby. The machine shop 

addition was removed from the southwest side of the former church structure and was 

followed by a thorough Archeological Investigation. The entire Church structure was 

remodeled but due to financial constraints it was sold to the Sultana Education Foundation in 

2014. The Sultana Education Foundation is keeping the Church building in the same condition 

as it was when purchased and it is their desire to construct a new addition in the vacant space 

between the church building at 200 Cross Street and the brick commercial building at 206-208 

Cross Street. The design of the classroom building has been reviewed and approved by the 

Chestertown Historic District Commission and the Maryland Historical Trust. The Sultana 

Foundation is planning to begin construction in early July, 2015. 

"Since 1997 the Sultana Education Foundation has connected students to the Chesapeake, 

teaching them to value this threatened national Treasure. In that time, more than 150,000 

students have participated in a Sultana program, exploring the Chesapeake from the capes of 

Virginia to the mouth of the Susquehanna. Sultana's programs have become an essential part 

of many school curriculums, providing opportunities for hands-on learning that can't be 

duplicated in a classroom. 

Several years ago, Sultana found itself at a crossroads. With its programs at capacity, the 

Foundation was forced to turn away a significant number of interested schools. To address this 

shortfall, in 2012 Sultana launched "Vision 2020", a bold initiative to double the number of 

students Sultana serves by the end of the decade. Central to achieving this goal will be the 

construction of a new Education Center to support the Foundation's expanded programs. 

After more than two years of preparation, Sultana is ready to move forward with the 

construction of its Education Center." 2 

2 Shipmates, the Newsletter of the Sultana Education Foundation, Fall/Winter 2014. 
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10 . Geographical Data 

Acreage - 5054 Sq. Ft. 

Boundry description -

Beginning at the westernmost corner of Cross and Cannon street and at the easternmost corner 

of lot #93, extending southwest along Cross Street to a point 64'-10", measuring from the east 

corner of the old Church Building. Then at right angles with Cross Street and in a northwest 

direction parallel with Cannon Street a distance of 55', then in a northeast direction and parallel 

with Cross Street, 64'-10" to Cannon Street. Then by and with Cannon Street 55' to the place of 

beginning. 
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'Chain of Title - Continued from the 1976 Survey to the present deed. 

WHG - 10, fol. 163 

EHP-187, fol. 266 

MLM 51, fol. 86 

MLM 549, fol. 228 

M LN 788, fol. 189 

Feb.9, 1949 

To: Kent Publishing Co., Inc. 

From: Harry S. Russell & Rebecca, his wife and Emerson R. Russell 
and Frances R. his wife 

Two parcels together equaling 91'-8" x 55', part of lot# 93. 

Oct. 21, 1985 

To: John B Spry, Ill & Diane his wife 

From: Kent Publishing Co., Inc. 

Two parcels equaling 91'-10" x 55', being part of lot# 93 

30 Nov. 1993 

To John B. Spry, Ill 

From: Diane M. Spry, Pursuant to a Marrital Seperation 
Agreement.. ... the same parcel of land as recorded in EHP=187, 

fol 266. 

To: Cannon Street Group, LLC 

From : John B. Spry, Ill 

For a price of $737;500 for 4013 sq. ft. subject to an easement to 
Verizon recorded in MLM-662, fol. 76. 

To Sultana Education Foundation 

From Cannon Street Group, LLC 

For a price of $1,000.000 for the 4013 sq. ft . recorded above and 
being surveyed and recorded in MLM-4, fol. 480. 
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KENT NEWS BUILDING PHOTO LOG - K- 347 

Photographs by Michael C. Wootton 

MCW Photography 

13168 Bloomfield Rd. 

Kennedyville, MD 21645 

Inventory No. K-347 

K-347 _2015-31-05_01 Southeast Facade (Front) - Note size of windows flanking 
the front door. 

K-347 _2015-31-05_02 Front Door - Originally a double door below transom. 

K-347 2015-31-05 03 Northeast Elevation - Note shadows of former blinds with - -
irregular brickwork on each side and between the windows where former tall 
windows were replaced by two smaller windows after the building became a 
school. 

K-347 2015-31-05 04. Side Door on Northeast Elevation - Side door was installed 

when building became commercial. Current door is a replacement c.2007. 

K-347 _2015-31-05_05 Northernmost Bay of Northeast Elevation - Irregular 

brickwork around and between the windows indicates position of taller church 

windows. 

K-347 2015-29-05_06 Northwest Elevation (gable) - New windows added c. 2007 

in attic. Note Sanctuary lean-to. 

K-347 _2015-29-05_07 Southwest Sanctuary Window - Narrow window on each 

side of lean-to lite the Altar within when used as Church. 
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K-347 _2015-29-05_08 Southwest Elevation. - Note white wash on first story from 

the interior of the former machine shop. 

K-347 _2015-29-05_09 Southwest Wall - Brick Fill in 3rd Bay from Front of Building 

indicating a former opening between the brick building and the block machine 

shop that was in place as late as 2007. 

K-347 _2014-29-03_10 Southwest Elevation with Sign for Future Building- Note 

Irregular brickwork around windows. 

K-347 2014-29-03 11 Detail of Front Door and Window Above -This shot shows - -
the detail of the cornices above the door & window as well as the main roof. 

K-347 _2015-31-05_12 Cornice Detail in East Corner of Building- Cornice creates 

capital to corner pilasters. 

K-347 _2014-29-03_13 Chimney on Southwest side of Roof- Chimney pots appear 

on photo from 1976 Survey as well as illustration #16, c.1900. November 2014. 

K-347 _2015-31-01_14 Truss in Second Story Room - Original 1858 Truss minus 

joists that supported the flat ceiling. This treatment dates from remodeling 

undertaken in 2007. November 2014. 

#15. Illustration taken from the 1860 Martenet Map of Kent County showing the 

tall windows on the northeast elevation that are same height as those on front 

elevation. 

#16. Illustration taken from the 1900 History of Chestertown. This shows the 

smaller windows on both stories after the church relocated to High Street in 1888. 

In 1900 the buildings were all part of Kent Co. Schools. 
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K-347 

K-347 present Kent News Building 1829^39 
former Methodist Protestant Church 

Chestertown, Md. 

presently news offices 

If restored, this building, externally, would be arivery good 
example of another type of church architecture, that of the 1830s. 
Its adapted Palladian window with the two large windows flanking 
the entrance make for an impressive facade. The outshot which 
certainiyrelates to the interior sanctuary, in the rear, is also 
interesting architecturally. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Kent News Bui ld ing 

LOCATION 
STREET* NUMBER 

corner Cross and Cannon Sts. F i r s t 
CITY. T O W N 

Chestertown VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Kent 
STATE COUNTY 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_ D I STRICT 

XBUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

—OBJECT 

O W N E R S H I P 

—PUBLIC 

iLPRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUIS IT ION 

_ I N PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 

X-OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
X-YES RESTRICTED CSp b*.b'^p«-Sb 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

PRESENTUSE 
—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MIUTARY 

— PARK 

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

— RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

iOTHER 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Kent Publ ish ing Inc. Telephone #: 301-778-2011 

STREET & NUMBER 

Cross and Cannon 
CITY. TOWN STATE , Z i p C O d S 

Chestertown VICINITY OF Md. 21620 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: WHG 10 
Office of the County Clerk Folio #: 163 COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC 

STREETS. NUMBER 
Kent County Courthouse 

CITY. TOWN 
Chestertown 

STATE 

Md. 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

none known 
DATE 

—FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



DESCRIPTION K-347 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT iDETERIORATStt-^ —UNALTERED ^—ORIGINAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS JtALTERED —MOVED DATE 

_XFAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The former Methodist Protestant Church is a 2| storey American 
bond brick building that is crying for repair and restoration. 
While a church it probably was only 1 storey with possibly 
a gallery. 

The Gross St. entrance to the present Kent News Building was 
obviously the church's main entrance and has recently been 
"remodeled". Above it is a 19th century adaptation of a 
Palladian window, minus the central arch. It has an ornamented 
lintel, is shuttered. The central portion is double hung 6/6 
and the flanking sides are duuble hung 2/2. On either side of 
the door way are large, 9/9 double hung shuttered windows. 

At either corner of the Cross St. facade and Cannon St. side 
are brick pilasters. On the front tne cornice returns on these. 
The bargeboard is one with sawn decorations. 

The rear (or parking lot) siae of the building has 2 small 
windows in the peak of the gable v/hich are now boarded up. 
The bargeboard is similar to that of Gcosa St. An outshot is 
centrally located in the rear and was obviously related to the 
interior sanctuary^ having one shutter wide window;! in each side, 

The north, or Gannon St., side is 4 bays with 3 brick vestigial 
buttressesj'kbetween each window. The second floor contains ^• 
6/6 double hung windows directly up to the cornice, also with 
sawn decorations. The first floor, from left to right, has 2 
6/6 souble hung windows, a door with new brick work surrounding 
it, and another 6/6 double hung window. The first floor windows 
have cantilevered bricks above them. Directly over the central 
buttress is a stuccoed chimney with a Victorian chimney pot. 
The roof is of strips of tin. 

Only a small protion o"*̂  the south side is visible due to an 
addition, but'sone can s.ee the ̂  b^ys iyi.th wk̂ ĉ̂ ws directly up..,:to 
^he' cornice, and the 3 vestigial buttresses. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHfSTORIC 

— 1400-1499 

— 1500 1599 

_1600-1699 

— 17001799 

^ 1 8 0 0 1899 

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

^LAGRICULTURE 

ARCHITECTURE 

ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

K-347 

-RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1 8 2 9 - 1 8 3 0 BUILDER/ARCHITECT u n k n O W H 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

If restored, the present Kent News Building would be a handsome 
addition of its period to the town. Externally one can see that 
it was a church with its outshot at the rear (.related to the 
sanctuary) and the adapted Palladian window. The interior has 
been cut up into many small rooms and offices for the news 
offices. 

The first MethodiGt Meeting nouse in town, built in I803, 
then housed all the town's iviethodists. ^̂ owever, a scnism later 
developed and the Methodist Protestants built their own church 
here, and remained until the end of the 19th century. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES K-347 

Fred G. Usilton's "History of Kent Goanty" and history of Chester-town 

History of K.C., shows old photo of Kent New Bldg. with /J- winaows 
on Cannon St. side. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

parallelogram 91' 8" x 55' 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

b-'ginning western most corner Cross and ̂ annon and at eastern most 
corner of lot #93, extending sw along Cross to a point 6'̂ '10" 
measuring from east ccrner of old Cnurch Building. Then at 'right 
angles with Cross and in nw direction parallet with Cannon a distance 
of 55'. then in ne direction and parallel with Cross 63'10" to 
Cannon. Then by and with Cannon '^y to beginning. 
2nd lot- 26'10" by 55' 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Kathleen B. White, Historic Site Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Md. Historical Trust,City of Chestertown Sept. 1976 
STREETS. NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 
Md. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 



K-347 
KENT NEWS BUILDING corner Cross and Cannon 

WHG 10/163 2/9A9 

RAS 31/295 3/24/43 

JTD 9/249 4/30/04 

JTD 2V236 8/14/11 

JTD 8/95 5/12/03 

JTD 8/60 4/17/03 

JNG 2/87 1/8/30 

JKH 1/240 8/9/58 

Harry S. Russell, Rebecca A., wife, and Emerson 
R. Russell and Frances R., wife to Kent Publishing 
Co,, Inc. 
beginning w most corner Cross and Cannon and at 
eastern most corner of lot 93, extending sw along 
Cross to a point 64*10" measuring from e corner 
of old Church Building (now the r-nterprise Building) 
now on the lands hereby conveyed. Then at right 
angles v/ith Cross and in nw direction parallel with 
Cannon, a distance of 55'• then in ne direction 
and parallel with Gross 64*10" to Cannon, then by 
and with Cannon ^^' to beginning, the same oeing a 
part of lot 93. 
and also the attached part 
beginning at a point found by measuring in a sw 
direction 64*10" from e corner of old MP Church 
Building (now known as the Enterprise Building) 
located at corner of Cross and Cannon and extending 
from the point in a sw direction with and parallel 
to Cross 26*10" thence at right angles with Cross 
and in nw direction with and parallel to Cannon 
55'» then in ne direction and parallel to Cross 
26*10", then in SE direction and parallel with 
Cannon ^S' to beginning. 
26*10" X S3' which with 1st lot makes a parallelo
gram 91*8" X 55'. 

L. Bates Russell, Jr. and Inez Russell, executors 
of will of L. Bates Russell, Sr., deceased (EE 1/29?) 
to Harry S. Russell and Emerson R. Russell, house 
and lot known as Enterprise Building lot. $2,000.00. 

Charles S. Smith and wife, Emma N., his t undivided 
interest to L. Bates Russell, Sr. 1st piece 

Charles S. Smith and wife to Lawrence Bates Russell 
2nd piece. 

Bd. of County School Commissioners to Charles S. Smith 
& L. Bates Russell for $2,625.00., known as the "Old 
Public School, total lot #93. 
photo F.G. Usilton History of Kent County, p. 101. 
old public school and MP Church. 

Christ Metho/d«^Protestant Church of Chestertown to 
Board of County School Commissioners.$2,500,00. 
The Chestertov/n Story - Oct. 5?̂ l3. 1956 Program stater 
Methodist Protestant Church organized July I3, 182?. 
First church erented^l829^Cross and Cannon, today the 
home of the Kent News. F.G. Usilton, History of 
Kent County refers to the new MP Church dedicated 
I/3O/I859 and thoroughly repaired in I878 

Geo. W. Thomas to Trustees of Associated Methodist 
Church, 1st lot #93. 50' sq.,bldgs. $100.00. 

Joseph Kennard & Dorcas K.(DarKey Carter) to T of 
AMPC,2nd part #93, 5' x 50*. 
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Kent News Building 
202 S. Cross Street, Chestertown 
1877 Lake, Griffing & Stevenson Atlas 

1885 Sanborn Map 
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Kent News Building 
202 S. Cross Street, Chestertown 
Sanborn Maps 
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Kent News Building 
202 S. Cross Street, Chestertown 
Sanborn Maps 
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Kent News Building 
202 S. Cross Street, Chestertown 
Sanborn Maps 
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Kent News Building 
202 S. Cross Street 
Chestertown quadrangle 

Tax Map 203, Parcel 1231 




