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Cahall Store (Chestertown Library) 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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CAHALL STORE 

Chestertown 

private 

c. 1850 

K-36 

The Cahall Store, which now serves as a private lending library, is 

A mid-nineteenth century brick vernacular building with Chestertown's popular 

Greek Revival trim. The building closely resembles the Washington 

College dormatory buildings, East, Middle, and West Hall, which are contemporary 

with it. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

K-36 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 
HISTORIC 

Cahall Store 
AND/OR COMMON 

Chestertown Library 

LOCATION 
STREET «i NUMBER 

127 High Street 
CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

C h e s t e r t o w n VICINITY OF First 
STATE COUNTY 

Maryland Kent 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

_DISTRICT _PUBUC jggCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

jQfBUILDINGIS) jgjfRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL __PARK 

—STRUCTURE —BOTH WORK IN PROGRESS EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCt 

—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—OBJECT —IN PROCESS J Q ^ Y E S RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—BEING CONSIDERED —YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

—NO —MILITARY OTHER Library 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Ghestertovm Library, Inc. Te lephone #; none 
STREETS. NUMBER 

127 High S t r e e t 
STATE , Z i p c o d e 

Md. 21620 
CITY TOWN 

Chestertowm VICINITY OF 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC Office of the County Clerk 

L i b e r #: RA3 37 
F o l i o #: 160 

STREETS, NUMBER 

Kent County Court House 
CITY TOWN STATE 

Ghestertown 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

none 

—FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

STATE 



DESCRIPTION K-36 

— EXCELLENT 

JSGOOD 

_ F A i n 

CONDITION 

—DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

—UNALTERED 

X X J V L T E R E O 

CHECK ONE 

—ORIGrNALSITE 

MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This building, which now seirves as a private circulating library, is situated 
on the southwest side of High Street at the corner of Queen and High Streets in 
Ghestertown. It is on a part of Town Lot 11, 

It is a brick 2-story,4-bay square nineteenth century vernaeular building with 
3reek Revival features. It has a hipped roof and low flat-roofed bracketed 
cupola on the deck. The masonry is all stretcher brick, and there are thin 
mortar joints. 

The building was originally a store. The entrance is in the southeast (left) 
bay, is 6--oaneled, is framed by 3-pane sidelights, and has a U-pane transom. 
There are three la-̂ ge display size R/8 windows beside it, which are unshuttered. 
The foiir second story windows are 6/6 and are shuttered. The door and all of the 
windows on the facade have flat arches. 

There is a deeD facia board which comes down to the top of the second story 
window arches. The cornice is a plain box and is bracketed. The hipped roof 
is covered with composition s'lingles. There is a chimney in the southwest 
corner. 

The southeast elevation has one window on the second floor, which is 6/6, shuttered7 
and has a flat arch. The "orthwest elevation had a door in the front bay, which is 
now bricked in. There are four windows on the second floor, which have 6 panes 
over 6, shutters, and flat arches. 

A 2-story, 2-bay flatroofed brick addition has been built onto the rear, replacin:̂  
a frame wing (l940's), 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET I F NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE K-36 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

— 1400 1499 

— 1500 1599 

— 1600-1699 

— 1700-1799 

?-1800 1899 

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

2LARCHITECTURE 

ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES Q . l O ^ Q 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

— LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

— LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT u n k n o w n 

— RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAiyHUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFYI 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Thomas B, Hynson baaght the northwest half of Town Lot 11, on which both 123-125 
High Street and the Chestertown Library are now situated, between 18U8 and 1855 
for a total outlay of $560. The piece the store is on was purchased in 18U8, 
and we prosume Hynson had the building built soon thereafter; we know it wag 
up by 1877, as it shows up on the Chestortown Map of that year. (123-125 was 
not built until after 1877, but wis up by 1883, when it and the store brought 
$6700 together fron Alexander J. Cahall.) 

The building was '-mown as "Cahall's Store" in the late nineteenth and into 
the present century, until it was willed by the storekeeper Gahall to the 
wethodist Ghurch in 1933. 

It generally resembles the Washington College buildings. East and West Halls, 
built in I854 to flank the slightly more elaborate Middle Hall, built ten 
years earlier. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



K-36 

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Situated on the southeasterly side of High Street and the easterly side of Queen 
Street where the same intersect and having a frontage on II5 gh Street of 31^ faet 
more or less, and an even depth of 89p feet and v/bich lot adjoins other lands 
formerly o;med by Ruth A.Cahall, now deceased. Part of Town Lot 11, 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Robert Naill Historic Site Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historic Trust / Town of Chestertown June. 1976 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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