
K-364 1907 

Olivet Hi 11 Methodist Episcopal Church 

01 ivet Hi 11, near Galena 

Private 

Used until about 1979, when its ceiling structure collapsed, the 1907 

frame, vernacular, late Victorian Gothic Revival church is the second building 

to serve black Methodists of the Olivet Hi11 community. The first frame 

church, moved about 1863 from the nearby white Olivet Methodist Church in 

Galena, was probably that congregation's first building, dating from about 

1804, the main building unti1 1842, when a new brick church was built. 

Between much of the period from 1842 to 1863, while adjacent to the Galena 

church, the old frame building was said to have been used for enslaved and 

free black worshippers and Sunday school classes in a period of increasing 

segregation within the Methodist Church. By the turn of the twentieth 

century the community that was begun before the Civil War by landowning 

free blacks was large and thriving, so a quite costly, elaborate, and large 

building was undertaken. Its construction predated by only a few years the 

exodus that began with farm mechanization and better employment prospects 

elsewhere during World War I and continued through the agricultural 

depression of the 1920s, the general depression of the 1930s, and World War 

11. Architectura11y, the church is among the more complex of the county's 

rural churches of the period. It is quite unlike the more common three-part 

churches (vestibule-tower, nave, chancel projection, a11 end-to-end). This 

church's massing is irregular, there is interesting shingling and trim on the 

main gable end, and the interior arrangement is unusual, with the pews not 

across the narrow width of the main section but facing the long north side 

and the sizable wing there. It may have been bui1t from a purchased plan. 



Survey No. K-364 

Maryland Historical Trust 
Magi No. ;-S-o3to<j67D~ 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE ~yes no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

historic Olivet Hill Methodist Episcopal Church 

and/or common 

2. Location 
East side, southern .spur of O.P. 410 (Olivet Hill Rd.) 

street & number • 6 mile east of Galena - not for publication 

city, town Galena __x_,_ vicinity of congressional district 

state Maryland county Kent 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
_x__ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 

_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x__ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
-. in process 
_ being considered 
_x_not applicable 

Status 
_occupied 
_X_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_x_no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific . 
_ transportation 

X other· vacant - · unsa1e 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Trustees, Olivet Hill M.E. Church 

street & number telephone no.: 

city, town Galena, stati; and zip code Maryland 2.1635 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Kent County Courthouse liber JKH 8 

street & number Cross Street folio 86 

city, town Chestertown state Maryland 

&. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title Highly inaccurate survey by Md. Commission on Afro-American History & Culture 

date undated _ federal __!._ state _ county _ local 

.. i:pository for survey records Maryland Historical Trust, 

city, town 21 State Circle , Annapolis state Maryland 21401 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
__ good 
__ fair 

Check one 
__ deteriorated _ unaltered 
__x_ ruins nearl)C._X_ altered 
__ unexposed 

Survey No. K-364 

Check one 
____X original site 
-··· moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The 1907 frame, vernacular, late Victorian Gothic Revival church at 
Olivet Hill has a 30' x 40' gable-roofed main section with its axis east-west 
and an original gable-roofed perpendicular wing (estimated at 8 1 x 18') from 
the center of the main section's north side. On the interior the pews do not 
face the end opposite the entry but the wing, which is used for a piano, choir 
seating, and other usual church-front .furnishings. The belfry tower with its 
tall, steep, pyramidal roof flared at the eaves rises out of the main-section 
mass at its southwest corner. The single entry is below it, in the south bay 
of the gable end, into an enclosed vestibule. Except for the slightly recessed 
approach gable, which is shingled with fish-scale wood shingles, the church 
is now covered with asphalted panels, applied in 1949 over the original 
horizontal, lapped weatherboard. The main windows are pointed, double-hung, 
and unusually tall and wide. There are three found windows with tracery: in 
the approach gable of the main section, in the wing gable, and on the approach 
side of the tower's second level. Almost all exposed wood in the interior is 
of pine but grained to appear like oak, a popular practice at the turn of the 
century as well as earlier. Possibly structurally inadequate from the 
beginning but also abetted by the deterioration of the south wall, the 
bay-framed ceiling fell about 1979. The building has not been used since that 
time. 

The foundation is brick piers except for a continuous foundation wall of 
brick under the approach gable-end. On the south side near the west corner 
there is a corner stone with the inscription "Olivet M.E. Church 1907." There 
is no evidence that this church is rebuilt from .an earlier one. 

The church is one-storey but tall. Most of the wall area is covered with 
the 1949-applie~ asphalt sheets, which have a thick, fibrous insulation-type 
backing. In some areas the pseudo-stone asphalt sheets are missing, exposing 
the original wall covering. The horizontal, lapped weatherboard has an 
exposure of abour 4-1/2". There are 4" double cornerboards that were covered 
by the new siding. The main section's southwest corner post is badly eaten by 
termites and/or rotted, and the entire long south wall appears to be in poor 
condition, bulging outward near the top. This wall movement either 
contributed to the ceiling collapse, in which the bay-framed ceiling joists 
slid off the south wall plates, or was at least partly caused by the ceiling 
collapse. 

(continued) 



8. Significance Survey No. K-364 

Period 
__ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
__X_ 1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture__X_ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
_;L architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention _x._ other (specify) 
Black History 

Specific dates 1907 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A 

A 

B c 

B 

national 

D 

c D E F G 

state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The surviving church in the black community of Olivet Hill is the second, 
the first having been the early nineteenth-century frame church that was 
noved about 1863 from Olivet Methodist Church in Galena. The large, quite 
costly 1907 church was built when the old church deteriorated and became too 
small. At the turn of the century the community was large and thriving, just 
before the exodus from the county that began with better employment 
prospects elsewhere during World War I and continued through the 
agricultural depression of the 1920s, the general depression of the 1930s and 
World War II. As a result, the church always was too large for the community. 
Architecturally, the church is among the more complex od the county's 
late-nineteenth-century and early-twentieth-century churches. It is quite 
unlike the more common three-part frame churches: vestibule~tower, nave, 
chancel projection, all end to end. This church's massing is irregular, there 
is interesting approach-gable end detail, and the interior arrangement is 
unusual, with the pews not acYoss the narrow width of the main section but 
facing the long north side and the sizable wing there. The church may have 
been built from a purchases plan, which seems to have been inadequate in its 
specifications for roof construction, causing a partial collapse about 1979 
that left the building unsafe for further use. For the 70 years of its 
existence, however, the church, along with the adjacent school, was a focal 
point for the religious and community life of Olivet Hill. 

(Continued) 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. K-364 

Francis Asbury, The Journal of the Rev. Francis Asbury, Bishop of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church form August 7, 1771, to December 7, 1815. 3 vols. New York: Published 
by N. Bangs and T. Mason for the Methodist Episcopal Church, 1821. 
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1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ----~-----

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale _______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county 

state code county 

11 •. Form Prepared By 

name/title 

organization 

Margaret Q~ Fallaw, Survey Consultant 
County Commissioners of Kent County 
Historical Society of Kent County 
Court House 

street & number Cross Street 

city or town Chestertown 

date April 16, 1985 

778-4600 
telephone 778-3499 

state Maryland 

code 

code 

The Marylaµd Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Se~tion 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 
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The main sect1on·s slightly recessed approacr1 gable is not 
weatherbJarded but pedimented and covered with fisri-scale wood sriing1es 
,AJ the base of trie pediment, near the level of the side eaves. the wall is 
kicked outward to overriang the lower wall sl1gMly. The Joint is trimmed 
with the same medium-large oqee-with-fillets as used on the corri1ce This 
treatrnen·: of the gable end is riandsome, well-executed, and unusual in trie 
county The main section's rear gable and the wing gable are not treated in 
th1s manner 

Trie tJiree exposed sides of the second level of the tower 1s ~inisr1e 1j in 
the same manner as the shinoled ~able. The front ~s continuous with it. alsc 
cont inu:nq the sarne pediment inq Lrim at the break between materials. L. ike 
the qable -the tower's shinqled area is also flared at the t)ase. above the trirn 
A:iove the enclosed, sr11nqled section of trJe tower is an open belfry supported 
Dy four 1arae corner posts with simple rails and a simple, single cr 1 ss-cros5 
t°)a;ustrade-on each side, parts of wriich are now missinq. A bell is in o:ace 
The belfr'/ ce1linq is of beaded board The tall, pyramidal spire above the 
belfry 1s flared a1 tr1e eaves, repeating the trieme used on the approacri end. 
The s01:e ro0f 1s covered w1th asphalt shingles. 

There 21re two brick chimneys, or1ginally for use with stoves One is 
w1tr·i!n t!'"ie rear gable-end wai: of trie main section, trwouqri tr1e soutr; siope of 
the roof and 1ust to the south of the sinq1e, central '"ear ·v\lindow. The other 
cr'iirnnev is dfagonally opposite, w1trlin the approach gable-end wa!l and JUSt 
to the north of the centra1 window The chimneys are heavily patched with 
rnortar, tJ-1ey each have a two-course cap · · 

-·r·,:. ··oofc a-r· 0 .c-0' 1t:::.red w:rh det.:iriord-~;ng acpn· ai.. cr11·ng 1ws ·n-,e reir·ter I I 1 ..... I j .._) \.. v....., I ... 1 I ......... 1 i I LI 1 ...; I L ...JI I\... . l • I \....\...' I 1.. I 

ridge areij is sa~gino The main sect10n and 1Ninq eaves are fini'.:hed in 3 
rr:anner common:)' seen In rural Gothic Revival cnurches. They overriang the 
walls abcut 12-·b"; at the ends the overr1ana is about 15-18". There are no 
returns, trie cornice is not boxed, and there~is no soffit. The undersides of trie 
rafter tails are ooen. and the underside of tr1e roof deck ino above them '·=> ')f 

narrow. beaded tonaue-and-aroove boar.js. The rafter tai (ends are cut 
perpend 1 cul21r to the rafters.~ not to the ground. The fascia has a c 4" 
ogee-and--f 1: lets crown mo ]ding 

~:-iere are three unusually iarqe double-hunq win,jows on the rnain 
sect10n·s south. lonq side, evenly spaced, though the first one 1s ~1acerj a 
conside:able di::;tance from tr1e soutriwest corner to avoid the 
vestibule-tower, whjcri is windowless on the entrv level. The same 5ize and 
type w1nclow is a1so used in the center of both froht and rear qable-end and on 
the north. lonq side. one to each slde of the wine Both arch1trave head and 
upper. sas~1 are oo.in.ted, as rn the upper pa. rt of awtrianqle Tr1e 1o. wer sasr1.r1as 
two large l 1 qhts .Jr;d the upper sash twc 13rqe liahts that are tr 1 anaular at 
their top~,, w i tr-1 a srna ! l rhornbus-sriaped ; ldht between them at the center cf 
the overal 1 tri anqle's apex The sash are a lazed w 1 th a deep ve l low colored 
a1ass. some has been replaced. There are no shutters nor any'ev1aence of 
former ones Tr1m 1s plain and 4-l/4" wide, quarter-round mold1na was. added 
to the o'Jter face at tr:e time trie aspr1alt-sr1eet sidinq 'vvas appiied. The two. 

~ (cont1nued) 
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anqled head-trim pieces may have had tails that extended beyond the :arrb 
trrm; if so, this was cut off at the time of re-sldinq. The arcriitrave r~. ST 
wide ard perhaps 12 feet taJl. -

The v.;inq·s two windows are the same type, but smaller ,A,rchitrave 
w:dtt°': is -45".- fhere is one WindOV/ Centered 1n each Wing Side; trie gable-end 
has no window 

The 1)nly entry is in the west gable end, into the vestibule at the base of 
trie tower in trie southwest corner of trie main section There are double 
doors 1~ a ca 4' x 7' openina. Each door has three vert 1ca l pane 1s. the top of'le 
smallest and square The pane is are recessed and raised in a Colonial Revival 
manner There are s1de11qhts on each side with yeilow glass, stipple(j on the 
interior, :iver a recessed-and raised pane! that a:iqns w1tr1 trie lowest door 
panels. Trim is plain and 4-i/4"wide. Above the doors and sidelights ther<? 1s 
a trianqu:ar transom, w1tr: a plain 2" transom bar. Hie transom has three 
1 iqhts, the lower and outer two nearly triangular and and the center one at the 
apex a rr1ombus. These ligrits also have yellow glass. The entire entry 
probably was purchased as a unit from a millwork establishment spec1a11zmg 
1n churc.r1 oarts. There are a rieavv wooden sill and a pair of aluminum screen 
doors. in front of the entry is a c'oncrete stooo with a step nearly leve1 w1tr-1 
the qround. !n the approach gable of the main section. the wing gable. and the 
west '= 1 dE' of the shinoled, center portion of the tower there is a round. 
nine-ligM window with trie tracery s1igrit1y curved 

On Uie interior the fallen ceiiiriq (rnost of the main section's) lies on the 
c·ews and floor The vestibule. however, 1s intact. Window less. it measures 
about 7 f!~et deep by 8 feet wide Hie lower w211s r1ave oak-qr31ned 
wainscotino; the upper walls are of yellow-painted plaster The ce1linq has 
been tiiecJ o\ier the plaster. thougr1 there is still a riole for the be11-ou:f 
Trieri:- is a 48" wide door from vestibule to nave. The door has nine vertical 
recesced and raised o.~r1e1c in thrPe r;·,wc Ac witr-, he ex-rerior .cir.trv .-!oorc 
the to-o ocineis a're sma'11e'(' on ~the na;e ;irje ~~ch-oa~~e1 or the tor» ·r-ow -;.:as .o, 

centrz.:: 0u:1s eves -:-riere is a porcelain knob and box Jock. Like the church's 
other !ntE·r1or wood parts, the door has been painted almost a raw sienna 
-~~or -r,.-< l-h-n -~ .. -'r·, ~ ·;~- ""•h ~ 1'~1-~ - , • -.- ~·n1-r< -•, ~,_,_ 
LUI ' d1:u Lilt' i lJ uue:y g: a11lt'C Wlt.:1ai1Lji1L€! LO:or LO re::.en1 :eu Odk ! :l:'~· 

was popu·1 ar at the turn of the centurv. as 1t had been earl1er Sirn1lar 
orairiinq tr1at was done about trie same vear is seen at Rehobeth r·1ethod1st 
C'.r1urcr1 1n Sassafras 0<-128l althouor1 the church itself dates to 1859 Local 
painters (particularly the Harniiton~s of Georqetown) advertised qraininq into 
the l9}(iS - - -

Tr1e rnain nave and wino projection are also fully wainscoted. with the 
upper walls plastered Hie '3" wide. beaded, vertical', tongue-and-groove 
board wainscoting 1s also grained to resemble oak The chair ra11 flas a 
sirnole ;hallow snelf witri the same moldinq above and below: a rounded 
oqee- ar,d--beve 1 profile The floor 1s of narrow to medium random-w 1dth pine 
tfiat has tieen painted and is partially covered with carpeting. There are no 
baseboarcls The wma·s raised floor is fully caroeted. Door and window trim, 
ali grained, is 4-1/'2"_,wide overall and is symmetrical as was fasr11onable 

(continued) 
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around 1900 There is a central shallow cove flanked by astraqals and 1" 
outside f i iiets. ,, 

Tr:e :eiling was flat with lath and plaster, with Its few joists orlgir:a~ly 
restinq 0"1 tr1e wall plates. though the method of intersection witr1 the wino 
framin~q at the wing openinq Is not clear The ceiling was bay-framed and ~ 
trussed; ~he whole system seems inadequate for the span and to counteract 
the outward thrust of the rafters on the upper walls. Joists measuring 3- 1/2" 
x 8'' spanned the 30-foot width of the main section: they were spaced about 
5-6 feet apart. :Jet ween them were perpendicular (therefore ladder-1 ike) 
members measurina 2" x 5-3/ 4" and 24" on center. Tr1ev did little except tc 
prevent twjstinq and racklnq and to provide a nailinq surface for lath. Tr1e 
vertical, kinq· post trusses were fastened only to th-e five or six true 1oists. 
and seem to nave been tied to trie common raf lers ( c ?4" o.c ). thouqh here 
does seerri to be a ridae po le ! t appears that the upper south wall was pusr:ed 
outward (oossiblv invoivinq termite darnaae triere. however). trie Joists si1c 
off and dC:wn, and tne king_-post truss piec-es brok.e. This is a rare· 1<.ind of 
cliurch ceiilnq frarninq for Kent Countv, for an especially w1de span. and it 
d0es seer1 to-be underbuilt. Most late nineteenth and early twe'ltietn- century 
i<ent County churches have rtiah cei11nqs, finished alonq the rafters to tr1e tie 
~earns ~~cJ ~he~ on their unders 1des. Tnough the ,roof str1~1ctu.\e, of fy10~9rav . 
· ·n-.--: ,. ·4·'· - m·,../ l'"·~-~~-.rH· certur·y Gree·,,_,_.···- ._ ··.-,·n.., -t · ·• 1 - ·n L:aµe1u·\-L 11,.:'.l 11u-.111lt:'Let:'IL1i- l. i',Kt'V1VdlUUll\..;ll1::Jd~\_,;Ji.l'.:ll1 

Ouaker Neck, could not be seen we11. it does seeM to employ the same trussed 
rnetr1od :Jut with r1eavier and rnore frequently pi.:;cec important rnernbe:s 

C1j~pric1·r111 111 t-ke peu1 ~owe a'o n··+ r•:n d-croc~ ti-1··· 1'"1arrr"W ·w1'd~~I ··f ~1-,c. ..) I • ,.) ...., Ir' .... ; I Yf I . ..; IU L I ul ...JJ ~J e I I u '-'I u I .... I I\... 

rnain section b .. ut alon9. its axis. They face the wing, toward the west The 
pews are quite plain 1l1eir ends are s1iqritly sr1aped and r1ave the same bulls 
eyes as tt:e vest ibule.-nave door ,They a Tso have t.he same f aux-o~k grainir~g 
ir1ere is one long no:th-soutr1 ais1e frorn the vestibule, along tr1e long south 
wall, tr1at intersects with two and perhaps three perpendicular aisles that 
run r1orth-south. 

~he :·1oor of the wing is three steps higher than the floor of the main 
-:ect1on 'n front of the w1nq, still within the main section, there is a railed 
platforr:·L The balustrade ha-s a square newel and turned and square coionial 
revival type balusters Beyond, toward the win:;i_ is the communion rail, wh1 1::h 
r-1as been modified, tl"'ie back r1as been closed wit1i 1/4" wood-grained plywood 
pane 1 ing There are twisted- rope balusters 6-3/ 4" on center 

The site is high in relation to the surroundinq area but quite level. with 
'-wn- Tl-·-re ·c - qrO'VP -· .. ree("' near 1-1-,:; ror•h pr-ooer"y 1

'"-. -10-e t-· p--ld .'.,:). !lH: 1.....id_ ..... UJ ~ _:i,J LJL. .. :l .L1. ' L :~:1e~L. ~ ._u._:le 
chu:ch .. A iarae tree stands in front of the approach qab1e-er\d. between the 

'- ' - h' r i ,-. 'f Q r. 0 1 ; ... H; 11 R d' ·,th r I c J. .. h t . c - ; n fr r t • (; 1Uru ... ') :run t ...... nee anu 11VeL; .1;, Oa S SOU_, e: r, _,pLJr ~ a~ pa_.::ieS :, , , 01 I 0: 
the chu"C!' and ends in front of the adiacent old school. now the churcn 
f'"iai1/5unday Scr1ool room. The aooroach gab:e-enc 1s about 20 feet east of :r1e 
road. There is a qate in trie fence centered on the church's entry in front of 
the churci'1. near fr1e entry. is a now-blank announcement board.: he o;d school 
~s Deyord the church's south lawn. also with gable end toward the road. The 
cemeter\1 :s ~o tr-:e rear of the church. to the east and soutrieast. Triere are 

· (continued! 
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~ome rou~~1. unmark.ed stones, b'.Jt most are marked, perhaps 70-80 :: 1together 
'.)cat terec m the cemetery are snrubs. 

To t!1e north and nortriwest from tr1e site a few of the communitv's 
!-;o!Jses can be seen arnona trees; on the next lot to the north 1s. a 
r . '-t· ·er t• th- r· .. "r .-h." .h I T +h~ . t' b /· .-i '"h c·-h~.-· ::. ., '.-I .n1a ,w .1~1e~ cen ury , anu1 11ouse. , o L· ~sou n, evonu L e _,L11uu:, .... : 1E-:1...; 

?f ta 11 i:orn obstru_cts ,f urt~er vie'!js. To the east, b~y.ond th,e ceme~ery are 
Jees, prevcntrnq iLwtner views. : o tr1e west are ro: :rnq, ti 1led f1e1ds with 
groves of trees fn the distance Across the fields abouf half ;i mile in the 
01~.tance a few Galena buildinqs can be seen. Olivet Metriodist cr1urch on the 
Ga lena-·''°lassev Road am one them F:om the church site it is apparent that 
OLvet Hi'! is on the highest ground ir1 trie vicinity; indeed it is rea11y a sort of 
plateau; hou~h the ~r9p tot.he west is quite gradual.. that to the north and 
nortrieas (noL v1s1b1e; :s quite abrupt. 
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The <)livet Hill community, east of Galena with access onlv from Poute 
:'9C \trie Galena-Sassafras road), seems to riave been an area of early oiack 
1and owflersr11p and settlement Transactions with blacks (denoted as "free 
i·-;egroe::;) as both buyers and sellers are recorded in the Kent County ;arid 
records iri the 1850s and even earlier (at least one in 1839) The hist'.Jry '.Jf 
the c:xnrnunitv has never been adequately researcried riowever (See also 
reports for K_'.597, Galena Silver Mine, and K-586, Olivet Hill Schoo!J ,At 
:east some of these early free blacks (sucri as Thomas Peaker and isaac 
Brown) seemed to have enough land for at least subsistence farming. Whether 
or not they also worked on area farms owned by wriltes or at other 1obs is not 
known. Later, as the community became more settled and plots were sold O" 
divided amono r1eirs, the small-farm character of the commun\tv crianoed. 
C1uring the lafe nineteenth century and well into the twentieth centuri the 
rnen of the neighborhood most iy labored on nearby farms or in Galena wrii ie 
the women worked on nearby farms as cooks, did day work, or tool< in wasr1ing. 

with the county population at a record 18,500, by 1900 tr1e population of 
Olivet Hill seems to r1ave been at its qreatest, one explanation for trh:' 
unusually large church that was bui l fin 1907. However, with better jobs 
available elsewhere durinq 'vv'or1d War i and the aqricu!turai depression afte: 
the war fol lowed by qenera l depression, accompanied by increasing f arrn 
rnechanlzation. 011vet Hill's popuiation began to shrink. Worid War:; on~y 
accelerated the process. Today there are about 22 occupied dwellinos. 
including several mobile homes, fewer than earlier. Some abandoned houses 
stand in ruins or near-ruins, and on some lots there are evidences of f orrner 
dwe:;ing~ .. Thougri triere are several rnid-twentieth-century riouses, ;·nost are 
two--storev frame bui ldinqs that appear to date from the last auart 0 r ~f the 
nineteenth century and from trie ear1y twentietr1 century. (See reports for 
k-592 an 1j K--593 for a discussion of a particularly prevalent type of ho!Jse · 
:/lo::.t corn.TiUnity residents who are employed no 1onqer work in Kent Countv 
but in Cecil County and in Delaware. Some have retfred and returned after 
1iv1ng and working for many years in nortriern urban areas. 

>1ethodism r:ad been mtroduced early to the Galena area, in 1773, at fv1r. 
DL-::on·s r1ouse by the we 11-known it rnerant and "Father of A.rner1can 
Metriod!srn," Francis Asburv. however, 1t was not untii short;y after 1800 tiiat 
tne first 'lleeting house seems to have been bu1 lt. Early Methodism ministered 
and appea1ed to ootri blacks and whites at combined rneetinas. Both free an\~ 
enslaved l:dacks were earlv drawn to f"iethodism in spite of foe oar?Jdoxes it 
presentec. As\\"'. 111arn W1 fl iams savs in his book about trie ear Iv i~11storv of 
Method 1sr0 on the Delmarva Perlinsula. "no other re 11g1ous group' on the · 
Peninsula treated blacks better. t.arly i"1ethodist Itinerants wor!t~ed verv ~iard 
to make black converts and spoke out in a clear voice aaainst slavery By 
contrast, at least some cleroy of otrier denominat10ns seemed disrnterested 
in b1ack-:., and a few supported slavery Even the Quakers and Nichol1tes, wlio 
sooke out vetiernent ly aqa inst s 1 avery', showe\j lit t 1e interest in recruit inq 
black rreMbers" (p 112f In addition blacks, as many wr11tes. found appealfna 
trie r-1ethodist emphasis on trie conversion experience, ratrier than f orrnal ... 
instruction and ritual. In the beainnina both blacks and whites worshiooed 
toqether, as befitted a reiiqion fhat he"'ld that blacks 'Nere not inferior to 

- - (cortinued) 
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whites vet black r--1ethod1sts in pr:xtice were r-elegated to third--c1ass 
status, be1ow the second-class status of white women. As Wl111ams says, 
"Blacks were restricted to the back of the church or the gallery during regular 
worship, were limited to an area behind the speaker"s platform at camo 
:neetmgs, and could only Join all-blac_k. c~ass ~eeting_s, whi_ch wer_e often led 
·ny ··1-·•e n~en •1--r- 1 s -ver --rn- ird'~--.,-r +r-'- w·r1 1e ·r the g-'·~r·y .-i-~··.., WlilL 11 '· i!lt:':e, t' ,}'.:;Li.it:' l!Ldl1UlLldL .11 1.1~;1 d11e·_,U1du,::; 

were forced to stand." (p. 111 l The 1842 Galena f"1ethodist Church was built 
with a qa11erv, undoubtedly for blacks onlv; when trie churcri was 
"V1ctor1anize'd" later in the nineteenth century and black.s were no lonqer in 
attendance, it was removed .. A.1thouqh a few b1acks were known as effective 
pr_eacher~3 (such as Har'.Y Hosier), alf the regular circuit appointments as 
:nin1sters were for white men. 

:n spite of triese paradoxes, blacks on tr1e Peninsula became Methodists 
!n great numbers in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, in even 
greater percentages of the population as a whole trian did wr'iites. However, 
black dis·3atisfaction increased as the Methodist stance aqamst slaverv 
seemed to soften during tr1e early nineteenth century, witfl black !·1ethcidists 
~~~ ~_n9 not_e o~ this ,ch .. ange .~nd b iack membership slowly eroding after about 
.c1u. Wri:te !'1ethom:-:.LS in r\ent Lounty. however, seemed to have rnanurn1tted 
slaves bv will to a sionificant extent, thougr1 this r1as not been studied 1n 
Jeta11. White Method1sts also seemed increasinqlv uncomfortable w!th trie 
emotion a 1 ism and demonstrative worship sometlrnes shown bv black mernt)ers 
-.-.. -< r.-,.,1-.~ ·o ·-or;t·r·-· 1 't •r. sorne -asr,- e·n~;..u·-;arr.-. recu't"d ;'n r-.1-.y··-·--· 1 
.j11u ~-:.iuuy11L l '- ,, ui i .... 1:1 ·, L e.:J !Lil ·..")1 .J 1: 1 ,_} :1..e 1 1 µ11. ~1Li::L 

damaqe to church buildings, and some churches came to require a wrli te 
:nernb.er's oresence at any meeting of blacks. This also might r;ave related ~0 
wh 1 te_ fee~ of bl~cks' usrng sucn _occasions to air their grievances zir:d 
organize tnemse :ves against wr11 te oppress 1on 

Blacks, botr1 free and slave, came to desire their own, independent 
cr1urches. ,A.t least a few semi-independent or independent congregations 
began from the late 1830s throuqr1 the 1850s. though their r:istory is not 1;ve~: 
documented Encouraqed by the Civil War, ~irobablv especially by the 
Emancipation Proclarnation 1n 1863, trie n~1ove to ehtirelv separate criur·cr-ies 
acceierated. By the fall of 1865, after the end of the war, at least six or 
seven f<er1t Countv cl"iurcrieS 1ed the drive to provide scrioo1s for b1ack 
children, ·..vho orev10us Iv had been unschooled, thougri vio Jenee, int 1rn~aat 1on, 
and cr1urch burnings (in t-11:11ngton and Edesvi11e) ensued. 

TriE: c:e~a::s of tr1e early years of the Olivet Hill Church have been los~, 
and it 15 no longer known how 1t relates to the overa11 development of black 
cr1urci1es in Kent County. The earliest deed for church property seems to be 
tr1e one dated rv1arch ':. 1869 O<ent Co. Land Records, .Jf<H 8/86), thouqh the 
1an9ruage Jf trie deed indicates Lriat a cr·1urcr1 building was already located or: 
it , he transaction was between Daniel Roe, a black. of the community who 
was also a trustee, to th€1 trustees of trie "Co I'd f"-'1 E. Criurch called the Co1'd 
0l1vet Chape !" The trustees were Moses Youno, Robert Pac a [probable 
rnissoeilrna of PeakH], Thornas Paca [sarne}, Daniei Roe, Georoe Ras in, t·Jorr!s 
rv11 l ler. Cr1arles Youna. John Caulk, and Shadrack Thompson. Th"ey purchased 94 
';ouare oe'ches for f3S. Hie 1and was described as triat "uoon wrlicri trie sailJ 

(cont inu'?cD 
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Colored Methodist Ep1scopal Criurch, called the Coiored Olivit [s 1cl Chapel 1s 
1ving" .. "near the Co1ored people's village, caned tr1e 'Upper Branch."' 

According to the community oral tradition, rwwever, as well as that of 
tne wh1te Galena Olivet Methodist Church, the h1sto:y of the Olivet Hi 11 

conqreqation dates back to at least 1863. A.ccordinq to the 88tri anniversarv 
proqrafil of the church (195]), in 1863 Olivet Hi11 Methodists moved to (}livet 
w; 1 '-~h.- ·-·1"' 'r-m~ '1·r~t -hurch buildinq n~· i.-·nqer needed by +hu rlJaJona .. ::::..;1t 1 .• .}.U,id t:',l,~1..Lil1 i1 •• ,....,.,'J!V'- • L'C J\..il 

congregation after their new brick church was built in 1842. !t may, in fact, 
have served from 1842-1863 wrien it stood adjacent to the new church in 
C1a 1ena as the place allocated for black. worshio and/or classes s,mce b1acks 
were becominq increasinq1y seqreqated witrlin the t--!etr1odist criurcr:. One can 
;iir.-.cs~ eri';ision the bui ld-rnq be-inq-moved about 6/10 of a rni le due east across 
oerhaos frozen fie1ds from one churcr: site to another; 1t 1s not like1v that the 
bu1 i(j{r.q c:ould t-1ave negotiated the wind1nq, '!arrow road 1ead!'l'j into' OJ 1vet 
l-ilr. Tile anniversarv oook1et states that the cr1urch Jot was bouaht f:orr: a 
black named named (saac Hopkins The deed, of course. shews that it came 
from Danie! Roe. He, however, got it by will of !saac Hopkins. !saac Hopkins 
may, in _fa~t, have thought ~e ':::?nveved it properly earl1,\r but in fact did not 
or s1mpiy 1eft 1t rn his w1li to Koe to be used spec1f:cai:y for cr1urcr1 purposes. 
Th1s congregation remaired affiliated with the t--1ethodist Eo•scopai Churcr·. 
btJt D1aci<; were seoreoated into their own conference (the Delaware 
Coriference.i and their own circuits, or charges It was only in the 
n:i;j-twent!eth century that black and white conferences un:ted, tnough the 
circuits are still segregated. 

Litt le is known of the late-nineteenth-century history of the church. 
There 1s no knowledge of church establishment of one of the 1865-70 schools 
assisted l)y the Baltimore .Association for the Moral and Educational 
lrnproverrent of the Colored People. A1thougr-1 a school may have been 
estab1Jshed and rield in the old church, or even in a separate building, lt wa: 
not unt:11884 that trie trustees so id the county school commissioners a srnali 
p1ece of 1and for a public school That school deed gives no indication of an 
ex1strno ':icr1ooi there. 

Accord1nq to the anniversary program, a lot was bougr1t :n tr1e :sacs frorn 
a Mrs. Emiene lochs. a communitv resident, for a parsonage. "The bu1idino of 
tr:'.s parsonage marked tr1e beginnlnq of tr1e Galena Circuit or Charge [of tf,e 
'.Jelaware Conference]; previous to this Olivet Methodist Church belonqed to 
'··1''': ;..~, .~:~';~"~I.• ·. -t' • -d '-h; ·o .,d .. ~; ~ ~I- .-- ~h ~~ ;.c. :',ii:1nQLuf1 '~:1 CU1L .. 1\J0 1h orlVd e1y uwne 'L· 1S Uli Jn4 IS LO u1e 11uru1, Ull c:ie 
oppos rte '.31de of the road, at tr1e 90° turn of 01 ivet Hi 1 T Road toward 18wer 
Oiivet Hill. 

Also according to trie program, "1n 1907 under tiie ieadersiilp o~ 3r1otiier 
y'.)ung man, Rev .J W .Jeffersor, the old frame structure was moved to one 
side of the 1ot and the present church bu;Jdinq was erected and donated. ln 
1949 tr~e exterior of the churcr1 was remodeled bv the vounq Reverend 
~ .. ;,..,-.;b t ~'1 dd-··'" 'Pr· r•· b1 '-hp..--•;:. -. ic 't ~h~: - ff~ .-;•j.-r- .-:d; ,n \ ::.L:.e: er . a u.x.. 1. • e=iurna iY L· _, e: _renLe ,., o u e LO ... PO=dL.u.: ~,· 1r.y.) 
The move(j-aside old church was finallv removed after it became toe 
d11apidatE~d for any use. The 1951 anniv'ersary program indicates that by tr1at 

(cant 1 nued) 
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post--world War 11 date. the future of O ivet Hill Church was threatened by the 
changes that had affected the communi y--""T oday, the out look of trie fut1jre 
church iooks da\,r: Let us be inspired by the great xhievements wrought by 
our progen1 tors 

AJ.-.. , .• • !'' 7 9 +he 1 hLJrc'n WaS ( 1 ~~er< after th- rei 1 ;ng fi:>11 irto ~h~ "-Ve ,1-\i . .)Ul~:_ ;-:J, Li \....l 1 i :U:::> L.; .... .... 11e i-... 111 ._ •.. 1 ;,.. 1e 11d . 

The memt)ers of O I iv et Hi 11 Church transferred to another church of the 
Sassafra'.; Cr1arge, John Wesley Cr1urc!-i ln Sassafras, tf"ie triird church of the 
charge 1s in Warwick., Ceci i County. Children's Sunday School classes cont irue 
at tr1e old one-teacrier Olivet Hill Pub1ic School adjacent to tr1e cr1urch, 
however, under the auspices of the Ol 1vet Hi 11 Com-munitv Association. The 
chu1cr1 pLrcriased triat propertv after tr1e school was closed in 1958. 
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9.1 Continued 

An Illustrated Atlas of Kent and Queen Anne Counties, Md. Philadelphia: 
Lake, Griffing and Stevenson, 1877. 

Program from 88th Anniversary Celebration of Olivet Methodist Church, 
1951. 

William Henry Williams, The Garden of American Methodism: The 
Delmarva Peninsula, 1769-1820. Wilmington, Del.: Published for the Peninsula 
Conference of the United Methodist Church, 1984. 
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Olivet Hill HE Ch~rch 
Olivet "'.::ill ld. 
Galena ,>ID 21635 1879, 1909 

Olivet Hill :'1E Shurch is one of' the 

oldest and most historic sites f'or black Methodists 

in Kent County. The local white Methodist Church at 

Galena was founded by Bishop Francis AsbJry in 1773. 

~uring 1~G2, that original frame structure was sold 

to a group of free blacxs and removed to a tract of 

land donated by Cornelius Scott. This church be~ame 

V.:r:own as Olivet ~~ill. This church was rebuilt in 1909. 

The area the church is located in is known as Olivet 

Hill and it is a community of small farms owned by 

blacks. Olivet Hill ~3 Church is abandoned 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST MAGI #l 50~<,.!f4608 • 
INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC Olivet Hill ME Church 

AND/OR COM MON 

&LOCATION 
STREET 8o NUMBER Olivet Hill Rd . 

CITY. l'OWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Galena _ v1c1N1TvoFOlivet Hill First 
STATE Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT -PUBLIC -OCCUPIED 

~BUILDINGISI ~PRIVATE .!UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE -BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

r-" _SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS X YES RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED - YES' UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Trustees, Olivet Hill ME Church 

C/0 J . Chapmen O'Dell 

STREET Sr NUMBER 

Box 107 
CITY. TOWN 

Galena _ v1c1N1TY0F 

.LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIP.TION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC Kent CO. Court Houae 
STREET Sr NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 
Cheat erto1111 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

N/A 
DATE 

COUNTY Kent 

PRESENT USE 
_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT ~RELIGIOUS 
_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_fNDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Tel ephone #: 648-5212 

STATE , 

MD 

Liber # : HN 16 
Folio # : 431 

STATE 
MD 

JEDERAL --STATE -COUNTY _1.0CAL 
,,......~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
/' DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

~ETERIORATED 
_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

.. UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XORIGINALSITE 
1879 

_MOVED DATE~--

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Olivet Hill M. E . Church stands 12' from 

the east side of Olivet Hill Rd. at its crest. The church faces 

west . It is a simple gable - ended building( east-west) with 

a short tower at the southwest corner of the front facade. 

This tower has an open belfry and is surmounted with a short 

graceful spire . The church measures )6 1 across and is 52' long . 

It is construced of weatherboard but is now covered with grey 

and russet asbestos composite shingles . The entrance has double 

2- panel oak doors and is sided with rectangular red lights 

(one on each side) . The entrance has a triangular arc atop 

with three pieces of colored glass (blue) • There is a single 

12 1 lancet window with rose and blue glass in the .front . There 

are three of' these 12' lancet colored glass windo'Ws (rose & blue) 

on each side of the main body of the church . Olivet Bill M. E . 

Church is abandoned . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ·· CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLUUY -PREHISTORIC _ COMMUNITY PLANNING _ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

- 1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY·HISTORIC _ CONSERVATION - LAW 
- 1500·1 599 .!.AGRICULTURE - ECONOMICS -LITERATURE 

- H100· 1&99 -ARCHITECTURE X EDUCATION __MILITARY 

- 1700- 1799 -ART - ENGINEERING -MUSIC 

~1800- 1899 - COMMERCE - EXPLORA TIONISETTLEM ENT - PHILOSOPHY 

- 1900· _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1879 BUILDER/ ARCHITEC.T 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_ JftEUGION 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

_30CIAV HUMANITARIAN 

_ THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY! 

Olivet Hill M. E. Church is one of the oldest 

and most historic Methodist sites for blacks on the Eastern 

Shore of Mar yland . The local white Methodist Church {at Galena) 

was founded by Bishop Francis Asbury in 177J . During 1842, that 

original frame structure was sold to a group of free blacks 

and removed to a tract of ground donated by Cornelius Scott . 
,-..~is church became known e s Olivet Hill . This church was 

rebuilt in 1909 . The area the church is located in is known 

as Olivet Hill and it is a community of small farms owned by 

blacks . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEf ARATE SHEET l~ NECESSARY 

DiJ<;EOGRAPIDCALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY-------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAMEtTtTLEJames W. Clark,Historic Sites Surveyor 

STREET Iii NUMBER 
20 Dean Street 

CtTYORTOWN 
Annapolis 

DATE 

TELEPH~i9 -289 3 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw Bouse, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Olivet Hill Methodist Church 
Olivet Hill, near Galena 
M. Q. Fallaw - 4/6/85 
View to northwest 





K-364 
Olivet Hill Methodist Church 
Olivet Hill , near Galena 
M. Q. Fallaw - 4/6/85 
View to northeast 
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