K-370

FRIENDSHIP FARM
Kennedyville, Maryland
(ca 1880)
Constructed in great numbers on the Eastern Shore during the
last quarter of the 19th century, "central gable" houses like
this building are typified by bracketed or gingerbread cornices,
decorative attic windows, and wide front porches. Almost always
there is a central entrance and main stair as well as a rear ell. The
unusually wide central gable of Friendship Farm House increases

its scale and presence.
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DESCRIPTION K-37¢
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Friendship Farm House is a frame structure of the late 19th

Century. It is a five bay, central-gable type house with a central
entry leading to the main stair hall. The central gable of this
building is wider than that of most buildings of this type; in this
case it covers over three bays.

The gable roof of the main house is covered with tin roofing and
finished with bracketted eaves; there is a cyma recta molding at the
roof's edge and a turned finial atop the central gable. Brick
chimneys with simple corbelled caps are located in each gable.

Windows throughout the house have two over two sash with a wide
central muntin and unmolded trim; sills are also plain and project
slightly from the surface of the wall. Louvered shutters, painted
black, are in place at most second floor windows. On the first floor,
shﬁtters have two panels with a WP-163 type panel moldings. Original
hardware--hinges, sliding bolts, and shell-pattern shutter dogs--
remain in place.

A pointed window is used in the central gable; there are four-
pane windows in the side gables of the main house.

The main entrance of Friendship Farm house has a five-pane
overlight and three-pane side-light, both glazed with red and blue
glass. The door has four panels, the upper two being round-headed;

door and side-light panels have bolection moldings.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



B SIGNIFICANCE K-370

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
__PREHISTORIC  __ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC  __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE - __RELIGION
—1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION _aw __SCIENCE
—.1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 _XARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
_1700-1799 __ART __ENGINEERING __MuSIC __THEATER
X1800-1899 . COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- __COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
_INVENTION
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Friendship Farm House exemplifies a common type of farmhouse of
the period from ca 1875 to ca 1890. Its most significant architectual
feature, the central gable of its main facade, is modified to extend
over the central three bays instead of the more usual one-and-one-half
bays. This modification gives the building an increased scale and
presence which is unusual in a house of this size and age. In other
ways detailing, floor plan, size, the building is a typical, fairly
well preserved example of its type.

The 1877 Atlas of Kent County shows that this building was not
yet constructed. Two very similiar houses at Cloverlegf Farm (X-375)
and Partnership Farm (K-383) nearby were standing by 1877 and this

building was probably constructed soon thereafter.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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#7 Description (cont'd) Friendship Farms , K-370

The house has a two-story, gable roofed rear wing, extended
by a shed roof rear addition. - Windows in the wing have six over
six sash. There is a simple side porch. Besides the additions
previously mentioned, alterations in the building include mod-
ification of the floor plan of the wing and the covering of the
wooden siding with grey asbestous siding.

The central hall main house has two rooms per floor. The
stair is of the dog-leg type with an octagonal walnut newel and
handrail and turned oak balusters. Ogee type moldings are used
to finish the seven-inch baseboards, as the panel moldings of
the four~-panel doors, and as a part of the window and door trim

as shown.

Painted oak graining remains on the baseboards, door, and
the stair risers. In the western bedroom a printed cabbage-rose wall
paper cornice is used above red-painted walls. Although this is not
the original wall treatment, it appears to be an early one.

There are no fireplaces in the house, although mantle shelves

were hung on the chimney breasts where stoves were installed.
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