
KENNEDYVILLE UNITED ME1HODIST CHURCH (K-371) 
Kennedyville, Maryland 

(1860) 

In its form and detailing this Gothic Revival building closely 

resembles St. James Church near Hanesville (K-234,) a slightly earlier 

church (1853) which is more elaborate in design. Local tradition holds 

that the St. James congregation sponsored the Kennedyville Church. 

This church building is brick with a wooden belfry. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Gothic Revival in design, the Kennedyville Methodist Church is located near the 

northern edge of Kennedyville at the junction of Route 213 and the railroad tracks. 

The building is tbree-bay-long and three-bay-wide brick structure with a generous 

gable roof and a square bell tower engaged in the southeast (front) facade. The rafter 

ends of the roof are exposed and shaped and the plate, approximately 411 square, projects 

beyond the gable wall, becoming a decorative feature. 

The bell tower, which contains the vestibule, is constructed of brick to the ridge-

pole. It is capped by a hipped roof which serves as the base of the belfry. Modillion 

blocks are set under the eaves of this roof. The belfry is wooden and capped by a 

pyramidal roof with flaring eaves. Three ornamental bracketts are located in each 

facade with pairs of similiar, but longer, bracketts at the corners. 

The four faces of the tower are made of vertical boarding below a "chairrail" and 

diagonal boarding above. The bell itself can be seen through single lancet arch 

openings in each side of the tower. The finial is cast iron. 

The building is constructed of dark-orange bricks laid in common bond with random 

courses of headers. The corners are emphasized by simple pilasters. There is additional 

decorative brick work in the delination of the gable ends and in the mouse tooth-and-

corbel work just below the cornice line of the bell tower. 

Windows and doors are set into lancet shaped openings with double-rowlock arches. 

Window frames are very narrow but have an additional molding set adjacent to the brick 

work. In the bell tower is a tall double-hung window of diamond-shaped opalescent glass. 

Elsewhere the windows are figurative, as noted below. 

The main entry has a pair of narrow one-panel doors and a transom bar with wooden 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The following excerpt from the records of the Methodist Protestant Church describes 

the early history of the building: 

In the minutes of the Old Kent Circuit of the Methodist Protestant Church there is 

this notation: At a quarterly conference of Kent Circuit held at the St. James Church, 

Worton, on May 5, 1860, the following resolution was offered by the Rev. John R. 

Nichols: "That as a quarterly conference we heartily approve of the movement to build 

·brick church at Kennedyville for the use of the Methodist Protestant Church ••• ' " The 

church was built under contract and deeded August 30, 1860. Being incorporated in July, 

1860, the church was first called "Waters Chapel" after the Rev. Frances Waters, D.D., 

who was president of the old Maryland Conference and Washington College. February 11, 

1865 records the liquidation of the Waters Chapel debt. 

The builder of the original church was John T. Dodd and Son. The addition was 

constructed in 1962-63. 

In its form and detailing this building closely resembles St. James Church near 

Hanesville (K-234,) a slightly earlier church (1853) which is more elaborate in design. 

Local tradition holds that the St. James congregation was the sponsor of the 

Kennedyville Church and close ties between the congregations may have resulted in the 

employment of the same builder or architect.* 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY ( * see page 2) 
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(Description continued #7) K-371 2. 

<lentils. The stained glass transom light fills the top of the lancet 
opening. 

The Gothic Revival influence on interior detailing is seen primarily 
in the selection of interior decorative motifs and in the molding profiles 
used. The entrance from the vestibule to the sanctuary is through a 
lancet arch opening hung with a pair of double doors. The altar, too, is 
framed by a wide lancet opening. The room is surrounded by narrow 
beaded-board wainscoting finished by a chairrail with composite moldings. 
The pews, as well, show Gothic influence in the use of an applied 
quatrefoil design on the arm end a oak leaf heads. 

The interior walls of the sanctuary are white plaster and the ceiling 
is covered with boarding stained medium brown and divided by exposed beams 
into four bays. The chancel rail and choir rail have turned balusters 
and a molded hand rail. 

Stained glass windows visible from the sanctuary are dedicated to 
former church members. Their figurative designs suggest that they date 
from the early 20th century. 

Both the interior and exterior retain most of their original fabric 
and the building can be used as a guide to date similiar structures. 
Unfortunately the integrity of the building has been affected by modern 
additions to the side and rear which show little sympathy to the design 
of the chapel. 



(Significance #8 cont'd) K-371 2. 

The Methodist Protestant Church was one of the three branches of 
Methodism that made-up the United Methodist Church, organized in 1939. 
This branch was the smallest, at its height limited to about one million 
members, and was centered in Maryland with a seminary in Westminster. 

Its theology emphasized the independence of its congregations and 
the importance of lay leadership. Instead of a strong centralized 
governing board, for example, its regional Bishop had little administrative 
power. 

In the two decades before the Civil War numerous Methodist Protestant 
congregations constructed country churches in the Gothic Revival Style 
all over the Eastern Shore. 

The St. James and Kennedyville churches are significant both as 
examples of the Gothic Revival church architecture of the mid-19th 
century and as a reminder of the importance of the Methodist Protestant 
Church to the history of religion in Maryland. 

* Resolution of this question would require locating the Kent Circuit 
records for the period. If they exist they may be housed either in 
Galena, Maryland, at Barretts Chapel in Frederika, Delaware, or at 
the National Repository in Winston-Salem, N.C. 
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KENNEDYVILLE BUSINESS REFER· 
ENCES_. 

WILLIAMS. CULP, Carpenter and Builder, and 
Manufacturer of Peach-baskets. Orders solicited. 

C. :S:. J. SP ARXS, Proprietor of Cash Store. Is 
now offering to the public a full line of Dry Goods, 
Notions, Hats, Caps, Boots, Shoes, and other Ar. 
tides usually kept in a country store. Ready-made 
Clothing always on hand, or ordered at ghort notice. 
_My Goods were bought for cash, !!!d en~ offe_~ bet. 

KENNEDYVILLE 
K [NT co . 

.out.ciW ..e 

SAMlJ'EL S. :S:OPXINS, Proprietor of Urieville 
Flouring :Mill. Best Grades of Family Flour manu. 
factured and kept on hand (or sale at all times, also 
Custom Work done at all times. All persons are 
solicited to give.me a call. a.Ji miles from Kenne
dyville. 

J. I'. POTE, Blacksmith at Urieville. All kinds of 
Blacksmithin~ done with neatness and dispatch. All 
persons wantmg anything in my line will please 
give me a call. 2l miles from Kennedpille. 

A. STRONG, Wheelwright at Uricville. All kinds 
of Wheelwriizhting done with neatness and dis
patch. Persons wantine- anything· in my line will 
do w.-:!_i _ _!~..&!_ve Ille a call. Shop 2 ~ miles (i:_o!!l 
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