HARRIS PACKING HOUSE K-378
Still Pond, Maryland
(early 20th century)

By the middle of the 19th century, the steam boat service from
Baltimore and the Western Shore to Kent County was well-established.
This rapid and dependable transportation system made it possible
to raise fruit, berries, asparagras, and tomatoes on Eastern Shore
farms and ship them to Baltimore for sale. In response, orchards
were planted on the shores of the rivers and Bay and steamboats
made regular stops at the private wharfs maintained by many farmers.
Harris Wharf was one of the larger and better known stops and
this building may be the last packing house remaining in the county.
The structure is frame. Two and one half stories tall and 50'
by 60' in plan, it is covered by a generous gambrel roof which
spans the long dimension.

By the end of the century, the fruit orchards were disappearing.
Disease, the decline of the steam boat as a dependable transportation
system, improper farming techniques, and labor problems lead to

the destruction of most of Kent's orchards.
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Standing just south of the main house on the Harris Farm is what may be the last
remaining fruit packing house in Kent County. Although moved, its original equipment is
still inside. The building is frame and measures about 50'by60'. The 2% story building
is rectangular in shape and is covered with a generous gambrel roof which spans the
wide dimension.

The exterior walls of the building are enclosed in vertical boarding, painted
dark red, and the roof is covered with corrigated metal roofing. The foundation in
cast-in-place concrete.

There are wide wooden entry doors in the center of both gambrel ends and in the
sides. These open by sliding on metal tracks nailed to tke exterior walls. Concrete
driveways lead to these vehicular entries.

Six over six sash windows are used throughout the building. On the gambrel ends
the wide entries are flanked by groups of three windows. Above each group of three is
a pair of two windows on the second floor. The attic is lit by another, centered, group
of three windows. The sides of the packing house have two bands of five 6 over 6 sash
windows. All are set in plain frames.

Part of the structural timbers in this building are re-used from earlier barns
that stood on this property. Before being demolished these barns rested on granite
foundations. The granite was supposedly so slippery that rats could not ¢limb it and

destroy grain that was stored inside the barns.
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By the middle of the 19th century, the steam boat service from Baltimore and the
Western Shore to Kent County was well-established. This rapid and dependable transport-
ation system made it possible to raise fruit, berries, asparagras, and tomatoes on
Eastern Shore farms and ship them to Baltimore for sale. In response, orchards were
planted on the shores of the rivers and Bay and steamboats made regular stops at the
private wharfs maintained by many farmers. Harris Wharf was one of the larger and
vetter known stops and the Harris Farm had 200 acres of cherry, apple, peach, and pear
orchards.

When the fruit was ripe, it was picked by local laborers, including students at
agricultural colleges, and packed into wooden crates (cherries) half-bushel baskets
(peaches,) or baskets or barrels (apples.) The packed fruit was stored in a warehouse
at the end of the wharf; a red lantern hung on the wharf was the signal for the steam
boat to stop for produce.

By the end of the nineteenth century, the fruit orchards were disappearing. Disease
the decline of the steam boat as a dependable transportation system, impgoper
farming techniques, and labor problems lead to the destruction of most of Kent's orchards.
The Harris family continued to raise apples and peaches until the 1930's.

Today few physical reminders of this phase of Kent County agriculture survive and the
few private wharfs and public landings still in existance are used for pleasure boating.

Much of Bloomingneck Farm was owned by William Paca of Annapolis, a signer of the
Declaration of Independence.
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