
THE WHIP 
Still Pond, Maryland 

(ca 1930) 

K-379 

"The Whip" is one of the few buildings which remain from 

the 19th century Chesapeake Bay resort, Tolchester Beach. It was 

one of the last structures constructed in the park, but its 

fanciful, tent-like striped roof closely resembled the design of 

the park's earlier structures. The building is elliptical in 

shape and measures about 80 feet long and 50 feet wide. 

In 1966 the last of the Tolchester Beach buildings were being 

bulldozed, and the Whip was moved and reassembled on a hill 

overlooking the Upper Bay. It now houses a dining hall for a 

children's camp. 
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1966 

In 1966 the last of the Tolchester Beach buildings were being bulldozed. A number 

of its structures remained and two of them as well as parts of others were moved to the 

grounds of Echo Hill Camp. The largest of the two buildings is The Whip, a pavillion-

like structure which once housed a carnival ride of the same name. The roof structure 

is about 80 feet long and SO feet wide and elliptical in shape. Its structural system 

is trusses constructed of light wooden framing. 

The structure was moved in three pieces. When it was reerected to serve as an 

assembly and dining hall for the children's camp, parts of other structures were 

incorporated in the resulting building. The entrance was once the entrance to the 

Roller Coaster ride. The cupula came from one of Tolchester's earliest buildings, a wash 

house. Behind the dining hall is the kitchen which was the "Custer Car"* and inside is 

a marble counter with large mirror backdrop which was removed from the main hotel at the 

resort. 

As rebuilt "The Whip" is lower to the ground than it had been at Tolchester and the 

colunms and screen and block infill are new. Nevertheless, on the inside the building is 

lofty and spacious, and skylights added to the roof furtJ:aer brighten the interior. 

Although the present red and green roll roofing is a replacement it replaces 

earlier more narrowly striped roofing. 

The Whip was erected in about 1920; a Mr. McGinnis was the designer of the roof 

structure. 

* Little battery powered cars surrounded by bumpers. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

"The Whip"is one of the few buildings which remain from the 19th century Chesapeake 

Bay resort, Tolchester Beach. It was one of the last structures constructed in the park, 

but its fanciful, tent-like striped roof closely resembled the design of the park's 

earlier structures. The Whip, reassembled on a hill overlooking the Upper Bay, preserves 

the feeling of fantasy and excitement the "Beach" once had. 

Tolchester Beac~, (K-317) was one of the grandest resorts on the Chesapeake. It 

.cveloped after the Civil War when steam boats were at their height of popularity. A 

lithograph of 1890 shows that the resort was nearly as large as a town, although the 

buildings were all devoted to recreation or to housing people who worked at the resort. 

Consistant with its theme, the buildings were picturesque, irregularly shaped , and 

brightly painted. A popular motif was the striped, tent shaped roof. The Whip and 

The Bandstand (K-377), now standing nearby, are the only Tolchester structures of that 

type now in existence. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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