HILL HOUSE (K-388)
Kennedyville, Maryland
{ca 1885)

The Hill House is significant because it illustrates the range
of ornament available to the late 19th century builder. The porch,
in particular, is handsome in proportion, and the craftsmanship of
the unusual sawn-work columns is extraordinary. In form, size, plan,
and materials this building is typical of one of the most common

vernacular houses of the period.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hill House is a simple rectangular building with remarkable sawn ornament
on the front porch.

Three bays 28' 10" wide and, two 16' 6" deep, the main house has a gable
roof with its ridge set parallel to the street. There are two gable dormers
in the front slope; they have two over two sash, horizontally boarded cheeks
and faces with sawn-work cut to resemble pilasters. The roof has overhanging
eaves with cyma recta crown mold. There are two small casement windows in each
attic gable. To the rear is an ell which also has a gable roof.

Windows in the main house have two over two sash, plain trim and plain pro-
Jjecting wooden sills. They are evenly spaced in the front facade. The main
entry has three pane transom lights and side lights. The side light panel has
bolection moldings as does the four panels of the door. The upper door panels
are round beaded. This door assembly is enriched by carved dentils on the transom
bar.

The chief decorative feature of this little house is its beautiful front porch,
which has a shallow hip roof supported on flat columns. These are made up of
panels of sawn-work in a foliated pattern set in frames. There are also large flat
bracketts.

The building is frame, covered with aluminum siding.

Inside is a nicely proportioned right angle stair set in a wide side hall.

Like most other stairs of this period this one has an octagonal walnut newel
post, turned balusters, and an open string.

In the living room (the only first floor room in the main house) is a tall turn
of the century mantle with a high shelf supported by plain columns with acathus-
leaf capitols. There is a mirror beneath this shelf that has a frame of delicate
egg and dart carving. Above the fireplace opening 1s another shelf on acanthus
leaf bracketts. The mantle is probably oak and originally had a Latrobe stove.

In all likelihood, it replaces an earl’er mantle.

The trim in the main house 1s about 4" wide and made up of a bead-fascia-ogee

and bevel-fillet composite. Doors have four shallow raised panels and agee and

bevel applied panel moldings.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hill House is significant because it illustrates the range of ornament

available to the late 19th century builder. The porch, in particular, is hand-

some in proportion,and the craftsmanship of the unusual sawn-work columns 1is

extraordinary. FEven the mantle and stair, inexpensive Iitems available through

catelogs, are well executed. In form, size, plan and materials this building

is typical of one of the most common vernacular houses of the period.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EKENNEDYVILLE BUSINHSS REFHR-
HNCES.

WILLIAM 8. CULP, enter and Buildcr, and
Manufacturer of Peach-baskets. Orders solicited.

C.H.J. BPARKS, Proprietor of Cash Store. Is
now offering to the public a full line of Dry Goods,
Notions, Hats, Caps, Boots, Shoes, and other Ar-
ticles usually kept in a country store. Ready-made
Clothing always on hand, or ordered at short natice.

My Goods were bought for cash, and can offer bet.

/

BAMURBL 8. HOPKINS, Proprietor of Urieville
Flouring Mill. Best Grades of Family Flour manu-
factured and kept on hand for sale at all times, also
Custom Work done at all times. All persons are
solicited to give.me a call. 2}4 miles from Kenne-

dyville,

3. P.YPOTB, Blacksmith at Urieville. All kinds of
Blacksmithing done with neatness and dispatch, All
persons waniing anything in my line will please
give me a call, 2{ miles from Kennedyville,

A. S8TRONG, Wheelwright at Urieville. All kinds
of Wheelwrighting done with necatness and dis-
gztch. Persons wanting anything-in my line will
do well to give me a call. Shop 2)§ miles from
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