
GROVES HOUSE 
Kennedyville, Maryland 

(ca 1870-75) 

K-389 

The Groves House is one of the earliest Kennedyville houses. 

It was constructed by John Kennedy, the founder of the town, as 

a speculative building in about 1870-75. In form, plan, and 

fenestration, it more nearly resembles the vernacular buildings of 

southeastern Pennsylvania than those of the Upper Shore and 

probably was constructed by workers from Mr. Kennedy's home in Port 

Kennedy in Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Kennedy began actively buying land in the Kennedyville 

area in 1853. By the late 1860's when the Kent County Railroad 

was acquiring rights-of-way in the area, Mr. Kennedy had already 

laid out his town. Sales of the lots began in about 1868. In 

addition to selling lots, Mr. Kennedy erected several buildings 

for sale. This house and the Parish House are both double houses 

and were both constructed before 1877. The building was sold 

from the Kennedy estate in 1878. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This building is one of two brick double houses in Kennedyville, Maryland. It is 

located on the east side of Route 213 north on lot number 4 of the Kennedy Plat of the 

town. The lot measures approximately 50' X 160'. 

The Groves House is four bays wide, two rooms deep and a true two-and-one-half 

stor~es tall. Behind the main house is a two room, one-and-one-half story shed which 

contained two kitchens, side by side. The building is symmetrical and originally 

contained two "mirror-image" dwelling units. 

The shallow gable roof of the main house has its ridge set parallel to the street. 

It has box cornices with 4!z" cyma recta crownmold and simple composit bedmoldings. At 

the gables the roof is finished against tapered verge boards which run from the front 

and rear cornices to pairs of centrally located chimneys. The chimneys are connected 

by a low brick curtain. The kitchens are covered by a single shallow gable roof with 

its ridge perpendicular to the street. 

Originally there were windows in the front and rear walls of the main house only. 

They are evenly spaced on the main facade; entry doors are located in the central two 

bays. On floors one and two the windows have six over six sash, but on the third story 

they have three over three sash. All sash are set in unbeaded wooden frames with 

flattened-quarterround backhands and wooden sills. Remaining hardware shows that there 

were exterior shutters on all windows.* There is an original entry door on the northern 

unit; it has two long raised but unbeveled panels with Greek ogee and bevel panel moldings. 

The other door dates from the early 20th century and has a beveled glass light with 

* They were probably identical to those on the Parrish House (K-390.) 
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_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES ca 1870-75 BUILDER/ARCHITECT John Kennedy 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

'The Groves House is one of the earliest Kennedyville houses. It was constructed by 

John Kennedy, the founder of the town, as a speculative building in about 1870-75. In 

form, plan, and fenestration, it more nearly resembles the vernacular buildings of 

southeastern Pennsylvania than those of the Upper Shore and probably was constructed by 

workers from Mr. Kennedy's home in Port Kennedy in Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Kennedy began actively buying land in the Kennedyville area in 1853. By the 

late 1860's when the Kent County Railroad was acquiring rights-of-way in the area, Mr. 

Kennedy had already laid out his town. Sales of the lots began in about 1868. In 

addition to selling lots, Mr. Kennedy erected several buildings for sale. This house 

and the Parish House are both double houses and were both constructed before 1877. 

The building was sold from the Kennedy estate in 1878. 
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(Description #7 continued) K-389 2. 

wooden applique work below. Both doorways have two pane transom lights and 
the same trim as the windows. 

A one-story, hipped roof porch covers the entire front of the structure. 
There is an additional porch, now enclosed off the kitchen. 

The floor plan shows the placement of the stair between the two major rooms, 
an unusual feature in buildings in this area. The closet shown is original; 
there is a simple mantle shelf, implying that the room was heated by a 
stove. In the southern living room the mantle is wooden but very simple; 
in the other portion of the house the mantle is marbelized slate. Interior 
doors have four panels and box locks. The flooring is random yellow pine 
averaging 6

11 
in width. Other interior trim is illustrated. 

The house has been changed very little. Windows were added in the side 
walls and kitchen and the building was stuccoed. On the interior, a winder 
stair was removed from kitchen and a doorway cut between the low kitchen 
chamber to the main house. The building is very well maintained and used 
as a single family residence. 



,------
1 .---- - - -- -

I' 

'' 
I' : ' 

' 
I' 

'I 
'. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

: 

I , 

I 
\ 

/ 

J 

I 

(~ 
I I 

--------r -------:I 
I' 
I I 
I I 

: i 
'I I: 
~ ; 
'I 
'I 

I' 

; I 

? I 

' ' I I 

' . 
I ' 
I ' 
.--1 ,__, . T--,- ~-J 
L~--------------~--~---------------:~l---------------~~ 

.;__ ___ --- - -- - - - - --: 

..__ _ - - - - - - -- - - - - - -+ 

GROVE:S HDUSE: ( K - 354) 



Land Records of 
Kent County 

WHG 63 
135 

APR 7 
564 

JTD 4 
288 

SB 4 
42 

SB 2 
301 

Chain of Title 

GROVES HOUSE (K-389) 
Kennedyville, Maryland 

TO: 
FROM: 
DATE: 

TO: 
FROM: 
DATE: 

Transaction 

James H. & Blanche Groves 
Ella L. Hill, widow of Robert 
December 5, 1959 

"That lot measuring 50 by 160 feet •.. " 

Robert R. Hill 
John N. Bennett, Executor 
January 4, 1921 

John N. Bennett as Executor is authorized by will 
to sell the property of John R. Bennett. (Kent, Wills 
Liber JRCl/462.) This property was sold on Feb. 24, 
1920, for $3,100.00. 

TO: 
FROM: 
DATE: 

John R. Bennett 
James K.H. Jacobs & wife 
December 29, 1900 

The lot "improved by a comfortable brick 
dwelling." 

TO: 
FROM: 
DATE: 

James K.H. Jacobs & wife 
Richard Hynson, Executor of Jacob Highley 
February 3, 1883 

An Orphans Court transaction directed that J. 
Highley's property be sold along with its "double brick 
dwelling" for $1,4500.00 to the highest bidder. 

TO: 
FROM: 
DATE: 

Jacob Highley 
Joseph H. & Julia A. Hossinger 
September 5, 1881 

For $1,200.00 with the "three story brick dwelling 
of eight rooms." Here described as lot#4 and measuring 
50 x 160. 



Chain of Title (K-389) 

Land Records of 
Kent County 

DCB 5 
524 

DCB 4 
115 

TO: 
FROM: 

DATE: 

2. 

Transaction 

Joseph H. & Julia A. Hossinger 
Margaret S. Kennedy & Edwin Moore of Montgomery 
Co., Pa., & Jacob Highley of Kent Co., Md. 
January 24, 1880 

The lot in Kennedyville improved with a double 
brick dwelling with three stories each, five rooms and 
a kitchen; purchase price--$1,285.00. 

At the same time Hossinger bought "The Wheelwright 
Shop" Lot for $476.00 (lot#22) plus a part of lot#23. 

TO: 
FROM: 
DATE: 

J. Highley, et al 
Moore C. Kennedy, et al 
May 31, 1878 

John Kennedy late of Montgomery Co., Pa., had 
recently died leaving instructions for several of his 
properties to be sold by his heirs. This deed records 
the sal~. 
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JCENNEDYVILLE BUSINESS REFER· 
ENCES: 

WILLIA.II S. CULP, Carpenter and Builder, and 
Manufacturer of Peach-baskets. Orders solic1.ted. 

C. B. J. SP ARXS, Proprietor of Cash Store. Is 
now offering to the public a full line of Dry Goods, 
Notions, Hats, Caps, Boots, Shoes, and other Ar· 
ticlcs usually kept in a country store. Ready-made 
Clothing always on hand, or ordered at abort notice. 

______ My Goods were bought for cash, an~ c.~ offer bet. 

liENNEDYVILLE 
K [NT co. 

J)uf.VYP Jl. 

SAMUEL 8. BOPXINS, Proprietor of Urieville 
Flouring :Mill. Best Grades of Family Flour manu• 
factured and kept on hand for sale at all times, also 
Custom Work done at all times. All persons are 
solicited to give.me a call. 2>' miles from Kenne
dyville, 

J. I'. POTE, Blacksmith at Urieville. All kinda of 
Blacksmithin~ done with neatness and dispatch. All 
persons wanimg anything in my line will please 
give me a call, 2j- miles from Kennedyville. 

A. STRONG, Wheelwright at Urieville. All kinda 
ol Wbcelwrijthling done with neatness and dis
patch. Persons wantini anything· in ruy line will 
~5> wel! tc;>~give me a _call.-· Shop 2>' miles from 

. •· 
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