
STOCKTON STARTT HOMESTEAD (K-398) 
Chestertown, Maryland 

(ca 1885) 

'Ihe Stockton Startt Homestead is a frame structure with a three 

bay wide, two-and-one-half story main house and a two-story ell; both 

sections have gable roofs. 'Ihe main house has a three-bay, one-story 

front porch and a two-story bay window on one gable. Its roof is 

pierced by three gable dormers in the front slope and two central 

brick chimneys. The exterior siding is 432" weatherboarding; in the 

gables and on the second floor of the wing, the dwelling is covered 

cove butt shingles. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Stockton Startt Homestead is a frame structure with a three bay wide, 2~ story 

main house and a 2-story ell; both sections have gable roofs. The main house measures 

33'4" wide and 18'4" deep; it has a three-bay, one story front porch and a two-story 

bay window on the east gable. The main house roof is pierced by three gable dormers 

in the south slope and two brick chimneys which are located on either sides of the 

central stair hall. The dormers have horizontally boarded cheeks, round-headed upper 

sash, and overhanging eaves. The front porch has round columns and a flat, hipped roof. 

The building has 4~" weatherboarding and 4" cornerboards. In the gables and 

on the second floor of the wing, the exterior siding is cove butt shingles. The 

structure is painted white with black, louvered shutters. 

Windows have two over two sash with round upper sash in the gables and dormers. 

The central window in the front facade has a pair of one over one sash. 

On the east side of the ell is a one-story porch which is divided by a lattice 

panel into two sections; one has the kitchen door and one the door to the dining room. 

This porch division appears on many Victorian houses and reflects parallel social 

division between servant and served. The back stair to the kitchen chamber above--this 

room not connected to the family bedrooms--similiarly reflects social divisions in 

18th and 19th century Tidewater Maryland. The Stockton Startt House had both features 

although now the stair and chamber arrangement has been changed. 

The interior of the house has a nice stair with turned balusters and newels and 

some original trim. Both features are typical of those in many other contemporary 

buildings. Mantles and most other interior detailing has been removed or covered. 

Behind the house is a series of wooden sheds with gable roofs and vertical siding. 

There is a turn-of-the-century wooden, gable-roofed barn in the barnyard north of the 
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The Stockton Startt House is significant because it is one of the common types of 

Victorian farmhouse and because it is unaltered on the exterior. Although several 

of these buildings remain in the county, this building has suffered little alteration 

on the exterior and can serve as a guide to the original appearance of other similiar 

structures. 

Stockton Startt was a long time owner of this property and a nearby road is 

named for him. This building was constructed for Stockton Startt and his wife by 

her parents as a wedding present. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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(Description #7 cont'd) K-398 2. 

house. Side and rear yards are separated from the house by plain, 
pickett fences or rail fences, all painted white. 
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