VICTORIAN COTTAGE (K-400)
Chestertown, Maryland
(ca 1885)

The Victorian Cottage on Flatland Road is a three bay, true 1%
story frame structure with a gable roof and central gable facade. The
roof has overhanging eaves and turned wooden finials at the peak of
each gable. The central gable retains it open-scallop decoration and

turned pendants at the peak and base.
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Mr. & Mrs. William Roe's Victorian cottage is a three bay, true 1% story frame
structure with a gable roof and central gable facade. The roof has overhanging eaves
and turned wooden finials at the peak of each gable. The central gable retains
it open-scallop decoration and turned pendants at the peak and base.

The main entry door is located under the central gable; it has a small transom
light, a four panel door and a field stone step. The two over two double-hung window
in the central gable has a round-headed upper sash. There are aiso one over one windows
on either side of the main entry. The fenestration in this facade is carefully arranged
to emphasize the centrality of the composition and to give a vertical feeling to a
building which is essentially horizontal in shape. A tall brick chimney is located in
the middle of the building, behind the central gable.

Window and door frames are plain as are the sills; the one over one sash are
recent replacing the original two over two sash, and there are aluminum storm windows
on all windows. The exterior of the building is covered with imitation stone asphalt
siding; the roof is also covered with asphalt shingles.

The only original addition is a rear kitchen ell with a shed roof constructed on
the south side of the rear wall. The side shed addition was constructed by the present
owners.

The most interesting feature of the interior is the floor plan shown below. The
central location of the entry, chimney, and stair relects the centrality and vertical
emphasis of the main facade.

The building is sited at the side of Flatland Road. It faces southwest.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This little house is a variation on the central gable buildings commonly constructed

here in the late 19th century. It has an unusual and economical floor plan with an
enclosed central stair and central chimney located in a kind of service care directly
behind a small entry foyer. Originally there were just two rooms on each floor and
a one-story shed addition at the rear.

The scale of sawn wooden ornament used in the building is fairly large and in its
wriginal condition gave the structure a lively and fanciful appearance. Each gable
was once edged with the scallop-work shown in the photograph. Drops were used at the
bottom of the gables; finials were used at the peaks. Other original detailing--
porches, shutters, siding--are no longer visible. It is interesting to note that the
sawn-work scallops are identical to the larger Joiner house (K-399) next door.

01d maps show that the partially completed Tolchester extension of the old Kent
County Railroad ran through the back of this property and the owner reports finding

railroad spikes in her garden.
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