
SIMPSON HOUSE 
Chestertown, Maryland 

(ca 1880) 

K-404 

Typical of many Victorian farmhouses in Kent County, the 

Simpson House near Hanesville has a gable located in the center 

of its principle facade. The main stair behind this front gable 

has handsome turned newels and balusters and rises to the attic. 

The interior of the building and its original hardware have been 

meticuously restored, but the installation of aluminum siding has 

resulted in the loss of much exterior detail. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Simpson House is sited on a knoll overlooking a similiar house across the road. 

The house has a grassy front yard edged with large trees. Behind the house are several 

outbuildings which will be described below. 

The main house is five bays wide. It has a narrow central gable, two centrally 

located brick chimneys, and a three bay, one-story front porch. On the south gable is 

a one-story octagonal bay window with a very shallow hipped roof and round-headed sash 

windows. The porch has chamfered, square columns and ornamental bracketts; like the 

bay window, the roof is a shallow hip. 

On the south side of the main house is a four-bay, two story ell; on its end wall 

is a one-story, hip roof glass-enclosed porch. 

The main house and ell both have gable roofs with overhanging, undecorated eaves. 

The two front dormers also have overhanging eaves and round headed sash windows. 

Round headed windows are also located in the gables; elsewhere windows have plain 

2 over 2 sash. The central main entry has a four-light transom and three-light 

sidelights with panels. There are double front doors with round-headed panels with 

bolection moldings. 

The interior stair of this building is very beautiful and has recently been 

refinished and repainted. In its details the stair is similiar to many others of the 

period but this one is especially graceful and is located in an unusually generous 

stair hall. The newels and balusters are turned and there are foliated step bracketts. 

The handrail and newel are walnut. The dog-leg stair is open for three stories. 

Hanging in the entry is a ruby-glass gas fixture which probably is original to the 

building. It has been electrified. 

An other original feature are the interior louvered blinds in the bay window. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The Simpson House is a central gable house which is very typical of the late 19th 

century farmhouse. It is included on the survey because it illustrates that simple, 

commonplace Victorian houses can be adapted to modern use without the loss of the 

distinctive quality of their spaces and without the loss of their interior detail. 

Because of the potential for causing damage and because exterior detail is usually lost, 

aluminum siding is not recommended for old houses. If it must be done, an installation 

such as this one which contrasts trim to the body of the house is more in keeping with 

the principles of Victorian architecture, and results in a more attractive building. 
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(Description # 7 cont'd) K-404 

Original cast iron locks and latches remain on most doors and 
windows. The mantles are marbelized slate in the southern first 
floor rooms and wooden with applied rosettes and panels in the 
other rooms. 

2. 

The present owners have recently remodeled the building. Some 
interior walls on the upper floors have been covered with plywood 
paneling, crown molding has been installed in some rooms, and new 
oak flooring has been installed on the first floor. In addition, the 
installation of aluminum siding on the exterior has resulted in the 
loss of some detail, especially corner moldings applied panels under 
the windows of the bay. Most other details--windows, stair, hardware, 
four-panel doors, trim--were meticulously cleaned, repaired and re
installed. 

Outbuildings on the property include a gable roofed post and 
plank building which rests on a foundation and is covered with wide 
weatherboarding, and a two-hall outhouse with German shiplay siding 
and a nice, bold crownmolding. There are also early 20th century 
barns and chicken houses and one shingle-covered, gable roofed 
building now used as a work shop. 
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