
UNION M.E. CHURCH 
Worton, Maryland 

(ca 1900) 

K-410 

The present Union M.E. Church was constructed between 1895 

and 1900. Like the many other churches constructed by small 

congregations in the villages of the county its design shows Gothic 

revival influence. 

1his structure replaces an earlier building which stood a 

few hundred feet south of Christ Church I.U. (K-134) where Union 

Cemetery is now located. Constructed about 1835, the first church 

was a Greek Revival frame building that closely resembled Salem 

Chapel (K-428) in Fairlee. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST K - 410 
MAGI # 1504104608 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Union M.E. Church 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER West side of Route 297 

CITY, rowN 

Worton _ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC XOCCUPIED 

ABUILDING(S) ~PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Union M.E. Church 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Worton, 

~ES: RESTRICTED 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

_ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Kent County Court House 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Chestertown, Maryland 

ID REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

1st 
COUNTY 

Kent 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT X..RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_:_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 

STATE , Zl.p code 
Maryland 21678 

Liber #: SGF 2 
Folio #: 315 

STATE 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

.X.GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

.)(ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

..XORIGrNAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Union Methodist Episcopal Church at Worton is located on the west side of 

Route 297 facing east. 

It is a frame structure with a wide gable that faces the street. The entry is 

into a square bell tower attached to the northeast corner of the structure. The gable 

roofed section of the building is three bays long, three wide and has a l~ story 

sanctuary inside. The tower is about 2 stories tall over all. The entry door in the 

east facade is sheltered by a gable-roofed hood supported on brackets. The belfry is 

open on 4 sides but with an arched lattice portierre in each opening. The roof is 

pyramidal with flaring eaves and a finial. 

The front gable of the church has 3 pointed 1 over 1 sash windows grouped at the 

center of the first floor level. All three are filled with colored glass, but the 

central window is taller. A sweeping bracket or board decoration follows the slope 

of the gable, forming a gothic arch shape. 

The building is covered with white alwninum siding over the original weatherboarding. 

The roof is covered with wooden shingles and stands on a brick foundation. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

I 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_1800-1899 

X..1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

-AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

XARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES ca 1900 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

XRELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITAAIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

The present Union M.E. Church was constructed between 1895 and 1900. Like the 

many other churches constructed by small congregations in the villages of the county 

its design shows Gothic revival influence. 

This structure replaces an earlier building which stood a few hundred feet south 

of Christ Church I.U. (K-134) where Union Cemetery is now located. Constructed about 

1835, the first church was a Greek Revival frame building that closely resembled Salem 

Chapel (K-428) in Fairlee. 

A research paper outlining the history of Union Church prepared by Caroline Cooper, 

a member of the congregation, is attached. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

See attached research paper by Caroline Cooper,Chestertown, Maryland. 

CONTINUE ON SEFAR,ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IJjJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Marsha L. Fritz, Survey Consultant 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Kent County Pla1U1ing Commission 778-4600. ext.67 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Court House 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Chestertown, Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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THE !iISTORY OF THE UNION M.E. O!URCH, \I/ORTON, MD. 

The first org~nized unit of Methodist converts in this country was at Lewis, 
~ware in 17J9. They only lasted three years due to persecution and difficulty 
w. 1 the P~esbyterians . It wasn't until 1769 tnat another Methodist minister ap­
peared , namely Robe!:"t Strawbridge and Thomas Webb. Robert Strawbridge came f'rom 
the western shore to the Eastern Shore and "so far as we can discover, preached 
at one place only, during that first visit, namely at John Randles' farm near 
Worton, r.a.."1 Also the first regular appointment was made there . 

John Randal li.ved near Worton and the first meetil18s were held in his home. 
"Several of the early writers, who had visited Randall, speak of' the fa.ct that he 
was a deaf and dumb man, but hi~hly re~pected and deeply religious. The only word 
thnt he could' speak was his wife's name. After th~ first prAaching of Strawbridge' a 
thP-re in 1769, there was established preaching at the Rn.mall's. "2 

The first Conference in America was in Philadelphia in 1?7J and there were 
no churches (Methodist) up to this time. It wasn't until 1784 that a general sup­
erentendant was ordained and the church properly organized. Befare this time any 
baptisms, marriages, etc. done were not santioned by the church or legal. 

There were many oppositions to us in the beginning. The Methodist ministers 
spoke against war, there being 25 of them in this country by then. The Methodist 
were branded by the Church of England and ~uakers as Tories and traitors during 
the Revolution. Many wnre persecuted ~nd had to go underground. . The ministers 
couldn't preach in Maryland. without taking the oath, which required the bearing 
of arms, and many fled to Delaware where th~ test law was lenient. Bishop Asbury 
hid in a cypress swamp P.a~;t of Sud lP.rsville . nr.d was taken to the home of John 
F~ell, there, and was a quest until he was safe.J 

I - Rand.all ' s Meetir.g P.ouse or Worton Chapel 

t • 

As I noted before , the first regular appointment was at the home of John 
Randal's, near Worton. A Chapel was P.re.cted near there around 1780. As near as .I 
can figure this was located west of Militoda next to the then Corey ' s School house, 
across the road from J . W. Corey. "This first church was made of sawed logs with 
four corner r·osts , the logs being morf.jsed into them . "4 Thii:; r:l'lurch was called 
~orton Chapel and r:cmetimes referred to as Randal' a Meeting House. 

At that time we were a part of the Kent Circuit . In 18JJ- J4 there were J2 
membP.rs of Worton Chapel, the lr.ader being William Kennard. Other members were• 
Racheal Kennar.d, Hannah Smith, Arin Ashley, J;:1mes Eeck, Martha Reason, Sarah Asbury , 
Mary A. Smith, Will.lam Wroth, Amelia ,.,'roth, Martha Ashley , Ashah Iamb, Ann Beck, 
~:aria Lyza, ?'arg:iret Smith , Dobs Joiner, Sarah Gamble, Kitty A. Clark , Elizabeth 
Downey , Jane Tolson, Sarah Kennard, Rr.becca R. I-orter. f•;ary J. Beck, Araminta 
Skirven, Hannah :>':ic!dleton, 2enjamir. :-;iddleton, Rebecca Middleton, Sarah Middleton, 
El babe th M. Swift. Cyru,~ R.'.1.ison , !Jo.rat. C. Crouch, Sarah Crouch, James Meredith 
and Zames Finfect. 5 

There are several local churches which a.re successors of this original soc­
iety. Among them are Salem, Worton, and 3tillpond. 

The followir.g was found handwritten in the front cover cf the oldest liorton 
C~ch 'took , located in our church , Union M.E. Chtirch , Worton, fo!d., pertaining 
t ne history of the church . Svidently the previous church records remained with 
the charge church begore our laEt move in 1900. 

"The earliest records found ~v ;,-ri t.er were at Sti llpond, da t.ed 1801. Gi viog 
~ report of t.h~ lGt.. quarterly con~erence of ttat year wlth follo~ing am­
cur.t of a '!' G and arnour.t. of • t;•. each brouv.ht in ." 



2 

" Chestertown 10 ~uaker Neck 1 • ..50 k'-~//J 
Oa.stwicks 4.11 Comegys 2. 20 
Georgetown XRoads 5 • .50 East Neck Island J.84 t 
~1ilson's 6.66-t Andersons ).84 
Brick Chapel 1.50 Kent Chapel 6.23 
Still Pond 1. 75 (Public Col.) 
Yongers Moffet ts J . .50 
"Jorton, near 2.75 Old Chapel 2.89 t 

Corey's School house l'foodys 6.42 
Chestertown 1J. J8 

Total 82.90 •• 
• 

"The ~.orton mentioned above Wi.!.!'i near Cory ' s School Houua near Militoda -
this seems to have gove down with the organization of a class at Bel Air 
(now Fairlee) about lBY+, when first mention is made of a class of 15 
members. " 

"At the same time , 18Y+ , the present lriorton Church began with a class 
and in 1839 the ground for the Old Worton Union Church was bought adjoin­
ing I.U.P.E. Church. On this ground a frame building was erected."6 

II - Old Union M.E. Church , Worton, Md. 

Following is a copy of the Land Records found in the Kent County Courthouse 

John '..talker and Joseph Resdue 
in trust :for John Hurtt and 

Elizabeth his 1o1ife 
to 

John Webb, Joshua C. Bell , James Cohee, 
Joseph G. Edwards , william Ras in 

and James Beck 

JNG 4 • Folio 86 
Sept. 21, 18J5 
$10.00 
Kent Co., Md. 
151 perches of land 

This indenture was made this 21st . day of Sept. 1835 between John W. Walker 
and Joseph Redue (trustees to sell and convey the rP.al estate of John D. Hurtt 
anci Elizabeth his wife) to Jqhn ··~ebb , Joshua C. Bell. James Cohee, Joseph C. 
Edwards, wi 11 ia.m Rasin nnd Jnmf•s Beck ( trm;tees in trust for the uses and pur­
poses h~rlnafter mentioned. 

Description: ~certain lot or piece of land (bein~ part of a · larger tract of 
land situate in Kent County callt>d "Forrest of Dean" ) of the real estate of said 
John D. Hurtt and Elizabeth cont::ined within the following metes and bounds1 
Beginning at a bounded s tone a t the south east corner of the I.U. Church land 
and running with said l~nd west 15 and 4/10 perches; thence south 101 degrees , 
lo! west - 10 perches, then eas t 15 4/10 perches, then south lot degrees east 
10 perches to the beginning co~taining 151 perches of land . (see plat le.rd done 
by Th. Gale S.K. Cty, !-'ay 1 , 18J4 •..•....• to them: John Webb, Joshua Bell. etc. 
and their successors in office forever in trust for the use of the members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church called and !cnown by the name of "The Union" ac­
cording to the rules and discipline which from time to time may be agreed upon 
and adopted by the ministers ar.d preachers of the said church at their general 
converence and accorr ing to the <Lrticles of' incorporation entered into by the 
said church under the nam~ of' "The Board of Trustees of The Union Chappel of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church" and in further trust - arxi confidence that they 
shall at a ll t!m~~ f or ever thereafter permit such ministers and Preachers be­
loneing t c t.lie ~i.i id Church as shall from time to time be duly authorized by 
the Ger~ral Conf2rer.ce of the mi dsters a.nd Preachers of the said Methodist 
Eui sccpal Church or by the annual Conferences authorized. by the said Ce~era.1 
Conferenc~s. t o pr Pac h ~r.d expound Gods holy word in the House of ~orship that 
ma·: be Fr ect ni t h ... r.eo n <Lnrl !'urther t.o· use the ~..a.me with t he anpurtanances ther-
1r.to c-e"..0:1·•i r ... · · ~ .·h;ll! he .1i:t~oc~,-~,J hy t.hf' oi ~'d pline of t.h ,., sn. id church. 

nc cor.d t-:d 27th . da y o;- Oct. 18J5 7 
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The church sat up on the hill in the lot where the cemetery is now, facil".g the 

road, not th•~ ln.ne. It w;i!::. ':he only om' iri the EP-nt Circuit without black member3hip. 
The rest of them had a bout . ;: P-ven number of hlnckc :1 nd whites. In March of 18)6 
there were 37 memb1:n; and John '..iebb was the leader. Other members Wr~re: Ann ;..'ebb, 
James Beck, Joshua :Sell, Sarah Jor.es, i1ary Draper, Ann M. Ashley, Ann Ashley, Mary R. 
Smith, Jane cdward.s, ~enrietta oarnes, Catherine Tolson, Yta.rtha A. Taylor, Hannah 
Edwards, Racheal Tolson, Ann Alfred, Mary J. Kennard., Israel Argodine, Mary Argodine, 
Mary A. Watts, Elizabeth ~dw~rds, Jane Forman, Ann Formant Sarah Rasin, William 
Ra.sin, Mary J. Ashleyt Ann Kennard., Ezekiel Forman, Susan Ashley, ~illiam Cullen, 
Mary M. Boots, Ann Sparklin, and James Jones.

8 
At this time the Worton Chapel located near Corey's School was still open, 

and wasn't closed until a few years after the other churches were built. After it 
was closed it was used as a tenant house. Our church was just one of many which 
branched off and started a church of their own from the old Worton Chapel or CoL~J 
Church. Therefore, c~ church going on it's own doesn't really begin until 9/21/1835 
when the property was bought for the Cld Union. When the Union church was first 
built it was used by both the Presbyterians and Methodist, until 18J9 when the 
Presbyterians built a frame building in ·,..;orton. 

The following was found among the notes found in our church records aforememtioned: 

''Ministers Who Served and Chare:;e Changes" 
Union M.E. Church 

"w'h:le still in the Kent Circuit" 

1837-1847 - Kent Circuit 
lftl-7-1852 

Preacher 

J.852-1856 
1860-1864 

1864-1889 
1864-1868 
1868-1872 
1872-1875 
1875-1879 
J:.379-1882 
1862-1885 
1885-1888 
1888-1890 

- 3till Fond and Union Charge 

Bryan 
Thompson 
Caldwell 
Corgg 
Merritt 
BarrAtt 
MacNichal 
Rigg 

Benjamin F. Price 
H. Sanderson 
~uigley and Duhammond 
wm. B. Walton 

1898-1900 - Ellis - .:iepara te Church in Worton and ~orgnec" 
9 

"Thf:: Union Church w:1s i~'proved ir: 1378 and 1889 at a cost of $ 1,800." 
Enclosed is a pa.rt5.al list of tr:e tombstones in the Union Cemetery. 

III - Ur.ion ~.E. Church in Village of worton 

Around 1890 several members of the church felt that it would be advantagous to the 
church to move it into the villa~e of ;tiorton, one of the reasons being that it would 
be more convenient for the children. Cn ?ebruary 9, 1894 the pro~erty was purchased 
in ·~orton for $166.00 from JG.mes /;.. Fearce (Atty) for the erection of a "~ethodist 
Episcopal Church in U.S.A.". 'I'he :property was describPd as being on the west side of 
~~e public road leci.ri i ng from Chestertown to ~orton Heights, 225 feet northside • and 
bought by the trustees cf Union !"I.E. Church, namely: Daniel E. Jewell, Benjamin F. 
Rash, 5.F. Srew, Josept :-£. F'orter, ::;ecrge T .• ~illiams, H.P. Smith, and W.il. Parks. 10 
B.F. Rash put a Kent Co. ~:ews and a dirne in the cornerstone of the new church. 

"'+n 10CQ the r:e~4 .... ~~~~1't-.---a.1!:rtfi..~@ ei101 ~L sddLLet i..IZM With ""ltesba~liw~. 
• - -...:---~ "" - t: · · · · :t o: ~Riit Riit• drnrc · ~·~-w..a.. r e1:ni :_ei_.~ .. ~}lf'!fft-~~t--in .. ·-~· lRJw~i-tect µtjL!~ ... Ct 
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The following ~inisters servec the n~w church: fou~d in church notes 

1004-lGO(, 
1906-1907 
1907-1908 

Halbert 
E:asley 
Taylor 

ltj():,_1q10 

ic; 10-1')11 
1911-1012 

:<e lso 
Chairs 
Given 

"During the year 1]12 the chairs were taken out of Union aturch and handsom pews 
were put in at a. cost of $265.00. I:i. 1913 a new heater was put in at a cost of $165.00." 

"In 1924 the stewards of the church wer-e: 

Benjami!'l :.' • .'.iash, Cornelius Ec.daway, Mabrey Hadaway, Will Rasin, f':rs. Harry T • 
..Iillia:ns, Ralph P. Willi2.ms 1 ~arry 'I'. :liilli2_ms, Mrs. George ililliams, Mrs. Rose Raison. 
The Sunday School Superentendant wa.:; B.F. Rash." 11 

Some of the older memb~rs remember quite well that for quite a few years after the 
church moved into .lorton, that once a year the Worton congregation held a service in 
the yard at the site of the old Church in the Cemetery. Also during the summers they 
would frequently have picnics there, the women bringing the food and the men bringing 
all of the ;o;quipment necessary to clean the cemetery. They would have an afternoon 
outing, all working together to clean up the cemetery and ending the day with a picnic 
there. Later on the farmers would clean it between crops in the summers. Mrs. Milton 
Price, Ethyl R. Loud and Albert willin.ms became a cemete 7 com.mitte. The records of 
burials we'.'.'."e kept by i\atie Cooper and a!'ter her death by ~:rs. Racheal Carter. Unfor­
tunately, they wPre destroyed. 

1. E. C. Hallman, The ".;c.rden cf Viethodism 
2. Ibid 
J. Ibid 
4. Ibid 
5. Microfilm prepcired by l'ia.ry E. P:::.rsons, iiorton Station. Located at the Hall 

of Records, Annapolis, Md. 
6. Handwritten records found in Union M. E. Chur ch office Books (History of the Churct 
7. Land· Records - Kent Co. Courtr.ouse, Chestertown: JNG 4, folio 86 
8. Microfilm, prept=..red by l-'.ary E • .F';-crsons, Hall of Records, ::..napolis, Md. 
G. Records in Union Metr.ndl~;t E. Church Office Books, iilorton, Md. 
10. Land Reccrds - Kent Co. Courthouse, Chestertown Xd.: SCF 2, folio Jl5 
11. Records in Union M.S. Church Cffice, Union Church, •~orton, ~'.d. 
12. Ray~ond B. Clark Jr and Sara Seth Clark, Kent Co. Md. Marriage Liscences 

1796-1850 and Lists of Kent Co. !':ir:isters 

Carolyn E. Cooper 
1979 
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K-Lf!O 
Union!{_ . €, ClJt.<rch 
l.() or+on 

1 
f'1 l, 

?ho.f.oqr11.ph: 11.L. Fri+z..) SQ..ptern.ber 1q~o 
U PRINTED &'t' 

\Ji-Q.1.JJ l-o. S,tJ, /. <'f,tc,,, e~ 
CHESTERTOWN. MARYLAND 

s 2 ~ 1980 


