
MALONEY HOUSE 
Worton, Maryland 

(ca 1860) 

K-411 

This house is an example of a good mid-19th century farmhouse. 

With its gable roof, 2~ story height, rear wing, and central hall 

plan, the structure ~ypifies the most popular house form of that 

period. The graduated weatherboards on the front facade and 

the well-proportioned cornice brackets are handsome details 

which give the house beauty and sophistication. The rear wing with 

its pyramidal fireplace probably pre-dates the main house and 

represents the characteristics of early vernacular building in Kent 

County. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Maloney House is located on St. James-Smithville Road about 1/8 mile southeast 

of the intersection with Possum Hollow Road. It faces northwest and is set back off the 

road about 700 feet. The entry lane is on axis with the main doorway of the house, but 

the lane turns, continuing around to the side of the building. The front walk, an 

extension of the lane, is bordered with plantings. 

The main house is five bays wide and two bays deep. It has a gable roof with three 

gable dormers and a cornice decorated with scroll-pan bracketts placed about 18" on 

center. At the rear is a six bay, true 1~ story wing which is three rooms in length. 

Both main house and wing are frame. 

Brick chinmeys are located in each exterior gable and between the end two rooms 

of the kitchen ell. 

Wil)d<>ws in the main house have six over six sash on both floors, although those 

on the first floor are larger. Window trim is a simple fillet and bead. Shutters are 

louvered with some operable panels. They have original sliding bolts and small strap 

hinges. 

Changes in the weatherborading show that there formerly was a wide porch across the 

front of the house. This has been removed and an entry door with a circular pediment and 

a brick stoop substituted. The doorway has a five pane transom and a three light side 

light. The door has bolection moldings applied to octagonal exterior panels. On the 

interior the door paneling is simpler. There is a large cast iron lock. 

An interesting feature of the house is the graduated weatherboards used on the front 

facade. At the corners of the building are paneled pilasters with a base and cap. 

The rear wing has a modern one-story screened porch on the south west gable side. 

The presence of a seam in the siding between the end two rooms suggests the rear room 
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This house is an example of a good mid-19th century farmhouse. With its gable roof, 

2~ story height, rear wing, and central hall plan, the structure typifies the most 

popular house form of that period. 1he graduated weatherboards on the front facade and 

the well-proportioned cornice bracketts are handsome details which give the house beauty 

and sophistication. The rear wing with its pyramidal fireplace probably pre-dates the 

main house and represents the characteristics of early vernacular building in Kent 

.. ounty. 
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Description #7, K-411 2. 

an older building. 1his section also has an exposed chi1IU1ey back, 
small windows in the attic gable, and may have had a door on the 
south west facade. 

1he house is painted white with black shutters. 1he house 
rests on a foundation which is brick on the front facade and 
fieldstone elsewhere. 

1he central interior stair is a dog-leg open to the attic. 
It has turned balusters on an open string, and a round handrail 
which meets the intermediate newels with a gooseneck or ease. 
Newels are also turned. Window and trim in the main house is 
made up of a fillet and Greek ogee backhand and an inside bead. 
1he same Greek ogee molding is used on most baseboards. Doors 
have four panels with applied Greek ogee panel moldings and 
Victorian cast iron hardware. Mantles are very plain and show 
Greek Revival influence. 1he flooring is random yellow pine. 

In the end room of the wing is a pyramidal brick fireplace 
with a ladder stair. 1he flooring in this room is very wide pine 
boards and the ceiling joists now exposed show the marks of a pit 
saw and were once white washed. In spite of considerable 
rebuilding in this room, its interior detail as well as its 
exterior form would seem to place its construction date in the 
late 18th or early 19th centuries. Because the foundation of the 
wing seems continuous, this little structure may have been moved 
in place when the later house was constructed. 
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