
DRAYTON MANOR 
Worton, Maryland 

(1937) 

Drayton Manor is located on Kinnaird Point, on a bluff 

K-414 

overlooking Still Pond Creek. The house sets amid well-tended 

lawns dotted with boxwood and tall trees. The main entry is 

approached via a lane that is lined with trees and which terminated 

in a circle in front of the house. Barns, a caretaker's 

residence, and other outbuildings are located behind and north 

of the house. The main house is a five-part Georgian Revival 

structure designed in 1937. The building has brick walls laid 

in running bond with Flemish and a grey slate roof. The interior 

includes woodwork and a stair moved from a 1790 house in Rhode 

Island. 

Drayton Manor was built by Wayne Johnson of New York; it is 

now owned by the Peninsula Conference of the United Methodist 

Church and used for conferences. 
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Drayton Manor is located on Kinnaird Point, on a bluff overlooking Still Pond Creek. 

The house sets amid well-tended lawns dotted with boxwood and tall trees. The main entry 

is approached via a lane that is lined with trees and which terminated in a circle in 

front of the house. Barns, a caretaker's residence, and other outbuildings are located 

behind and north of the house. 

Drayton Manor is a five-part Georgian Revival structure designed in 1937. The 

building has brick walls laid in running bond with Flemish and a grey slate roof. 

The main house block is 2~ stories tall, 5 bays wide and 9 bays deep. Its hipped 

roof is finished against a <lentil cornice with a composite crownmolding and a deep fascia. 

In the center of the roof but not visible from the outside is an oval sky light. There 

is a soldier course belt course and the first floor level is marked by a water table. 

Window and door openings have jack arches. Large, tall brick chimneys rise from the 

side walls of the main house block. 

The matching hyphens and wings are set forward on the main house block to make the 

main house seen only two or three bays deep, disguising the enormous size of the building. 

The wings are l~ stories tall with hipped roofs pierced by small dormers; hyphens have 

gable roofs with front gable dormers. The cornice of the wings and hyphens are 

similiar to that on the main house, but smaller. Brick detailing is identical. 

The main entry is sheltered by a pedimented entry porch with a <lentil cornice and 

four round columns. The doorway has an fan-light and side lights and a paneled jamb. 

The six-panel door has a large brass lock and recessed panels with flattened quarter-

round moldings which match those used for the jamb. 

Windows have 6 over 6 sash set in window frames with an inside bead. They have 

plain sills and louvered shutters. 
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Drayton Manor is an excellent example of Georgian Revival architecture, and the 

dining room and stair have very fine woodwork of the late Georgian period. Also 

interesting is the dairy barn. 

A history of the house and an account of its current use is attached. 
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Description #7 (cont'd) K-414 2. 

The L-shaped central stair is beautifully detailed with paneled 
wainscoting and three slender balusters per step on an open string with 
carved step bracketts. A chairrail in the stair hall and on 
following the rise of the stair is treated with g.ouge-work carving 
in of flute and diamond pattern. Newel posts and intermediates are 
round shafts with an entasis and with vener work on their base 
and caps. The oval skylight lights the stair hall. 

The interior of the dining room and the stairway was brought 
from the Waterman House in Warren, Rhode Island. The woodwork is 
very fine and includes a tabernacle overmantle, chairrail and 
wainscoting, cornice, and window and door trim. The wallpaper 
in the dining room consists of scenes on each wall; figures in 
18th century dress mingle in gardens filled with rui15 and classical 
statuary. The paper is well preserved and richly colored; wood
work is unpainted. Other rooms have woodwork designed to resemble 
Georgian details. 

In addition to the house, there are outbuildings, a caretaker's 
house, and a gambrel dairy barn on the property. The barn is 
similiar to other gambrel-roofed dairy barns built in the 1930's 
and 1940's. It has a concrete floor and lower wall and windows 
in each bay. The loft is lit by low shed dormers with pairs of 
four-light sash. 
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