
COOPER-CLAYTON HOUSE 
Worton, Maryland 

(1899 or 1900) 

K-419 

The most architecturally interesting house in the village of 

Worton is a 2~ story block structure that stands on the corner of 

Route 297 and the Worton-Lynch Road, just south of the railroad 

tracks. !tis 2~ stories in height and L-shaped in plan, with a 

three-sided bay window projecting forward toward Route 297. The 

house has a steep slate-covered gable roof which is continued across 

the gables with a pent eave. Slate shingles also cover the gable 

end above the pent. 

Constructed about 1900 this house has a plan and form typical 

of other buildings of the same period in Kent County. It is unusual 

for its use of concrete block and slate shingles. The blocks were 

made on the building site. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The most interesting house in the village of Worton is a 2~ story block structure 

that stands on the corner of Route 297 and the Worton-Lynch Road, just south of the 

railroad tracks. Tiie structure faces west. 

The building is 2~stories in height and L-shaped in plan, with a three-sided bay 

window projecting forward toward Route 297. The space between the legs of the L is 

filled with a one-story, flat-roofed porch which continues around the south facade 

of the building. Behind the house is a one-story, gable-roofed kitchen, with a tall 

brick chimney. 

The house has a steep slate-covered gable roof which is continued across the 

gables with a pent eave. Slate shingles also cover the gable end above the pent. In 

the west gable is a pointed attic window, and in the south gable a three small sash 

windows, the central being taller. 

One over one sash windows in plain frames are used throughout the house. They 

are grouped in pairs in the gable ends. There is an entry into the south side of the 

three-sided bay from the porch and another entry--the major one--into the south gable. 

Tiiese are both plain single doors without transom or side lights. 

Rusticated block is used for the walls and foundation of the main house with 

smooth block used for the kitchen. 
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Ill SIGNIFICANCE 
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_1700-1799 __ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1899 or 1900 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Harrison Cooper 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Constructed about 1900 this house in the village of Worton has a plan and form 

typical of other buildings of the same period in Kent County. It is unusual for its use 

of concrete block and slate shingles. 

Concrete blocks were a newly developed construction material in the 1890's and the 

early 20th century, and for a time were used experimentally in all kinds of buildings. 

1heir use in houses is fairly unusual in Kent,* this building being one of the most 

attractive. 

From the end of the 19th century until almost the middle of the 20th, small 

concrete block machines were available to the individual home owner or contractor. 1his 

house was constructed by Mr. Harrison Cooper who made the blocks himself on the building 

site. 

* There is a group of concrete block houses on Kent Circle and one on High Street in 
Chestertown, as well as a large block house in Fairlee. 
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l)MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Interview with Caroline Cooper of Chestertown, Maryland 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Marsha L. Fritz, Survey Consultant 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Kent County Planning Commission 778-4600, ext.67 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Court House 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Chestertown, Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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