K-429

OLD TWIN ROADS STATION
Fairlee, Maryland
(ca 1931 & 1935)

Situated in the V formed by the intersection of Route 20 and
Route 298 on the south side of Fairlee, is a small, hipped roofed
structure that formerly housed a gas station. It was constructed by
Maggie and Howard C. Jones between 1931 and 1935. Known as the
Twin Roads Station, the business was operated until 1963. The

building has been vacant since the closing.
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Situated in the V formed by the intersection of Route 20 and Route 298 on the
south side of Fairlee, is a small, hipped roofed structure that formerly housed a gas
station.

The structure is essentially square--about 14' on a side--with its low hipped
roof pierced on each side by low, shed dormers. The front has a central entry door
(with 5 panels) that is flanked by a pair of 6 over 6 sash windows. There are
additional windows centered in each side wall and a one-story lean-to shed at the rear.

The most distinctive element of the building is the porte cochiere at the front.
Its very shallow pedimented roof has exposed rafter ends and is supported by two
tapered square columns which rest on brick bases.

Detailing is very simple: plain flush window and door trim and 6' lapped

weatherboard. The building is painted white and has a light grey asphalt shingle roof.
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After 1974 when the o0il exporting countries first embargoed petrolum shipments
to the United States, small gasoline stations throughout the country closed their
doors. Neglected and unused, many of the buildings that had housed these businesses
began to disappear. Some older stations, like this one, had for years been vacant or
had been occupied by marginal businesses. The "Energy Crises' has increased their
rate of disappearance.

This building resembles other small gasoline stations built in rural areas in
the 1920's to 1940's. It bears a likeness to bungalow houses of the same period,
but the flat pediment of the porte cochiere makes an unmistakable, if ironic, reference
to Greek -temples and the whole body of symbolism associated with the tradition of
classical architecture.

The building was constructed by Maggie and Howard C. Jones between 1931 and 1935.
Known as the Twin Roads Station, the business was operated until 1963. The building has
been vacant since the closing.

There is another similiar building in the village of Fairlee but it is smaller,

made of concrete block, and lacks the porte cochiere.
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Kent County Land Records, Kent County Court House, Chestertown, Maryland

Interview with Mrs. Maggie Jones.
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Chain of Title

OLD GAS STATION (K-429)

Transaction
TO: Maggie § Howard Jones
FROM: Maggie Jones
DATE: 1962

Maggie Jones (Howard C., Sr.) conveyed her
property to her son and herself in 1962.

TO: Maggie & Howard C. Jones
FROM: Holt 0il Co., Caroline Co.
DATE: January 9, 1946

For $1,155.11

TO: Holt 0il Co.
FROM: Maggie & Howard C. Jones
DATE: December 12, 1935

For $2,000.00 a portion of the land sold
below and the building.

TO: H.C. Jones § Maggie Jones
FROM: William M. Lewis
DATE: March 6, 1931

For $750.00 a lot at the intersection of
Route 20 and Route 298,




UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARM;
CORPS OF ENGINEERS }

5762 1 Sw
'(HANESVILLE) |







- K-4zq
old Gas Sfuat-on
(o1 Twin Roads S'f—tv-hdn)

View 40 North

Fairle€

KLent Comnif

M.L.FriTr= PRINTED BY

6/]qg’a i ‘794'&4 C?GMPM
CHESTERTOWN. MARYLAND

JUN 11 1980




