MT. ZION CHURCH K-433
Still Pond, Maryland
(1886)

According to its cornerstone, the present Mr. Zion Church
building was erected in 1886. Another church building as well as
a parsonage was standing on the site in 1877 but the school had
not yet been constructed. The church structure is designed in a
simple interpretation of the Gothic Revival Style and resembles
other rural Black Methodist churches in the county. As was
usual in Kent churches were one of a group of public buildings
that served as the center of the Black communities. Usually
included was the cemetary, a lodge or hall, and sometimes a

school.



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST K-433
MAGT # 1504334608

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

HEINAME

HISTORIC MT. ZION CHURCH

AND/OR COMMON

BLOCATION North side of Route 292 at the western edge
STREET & NUMBER of Still Pond
1st
CITY. TOWN ’ CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Still Pond XX VICINITY OF Kent
STATE COUNTY
Maryland
EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC X _OCCUPIED _AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
XBUILDING(S) X PRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL _.PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH —_WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT _XRELIGIOUS
— OBJECT —INPROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT _.SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __ INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
X NO __MILITARY __OTHER

Y OWNER OF PROPERTY

Nname  Mt. Zion Church

c/o Rev. Cordella Brown Telephone #:301-778-5285
STREET & NUMBER

Colemans Corner

CITY. TOWN ] STATE, zip code
— Worton —— VICINITY OF Marviand 21678
EJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber &:

COURTHOUSE. Folio #: no deed reference

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC

STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN STATE

TAREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

DATE
—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN STATE




DESCRIPTION K-4»5

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
_EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE
_.GOOD __RUINS xatterep Slightly  _ moveo DATE
XFAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Mt. Zion Methodist Church is located on the north side of Route 292 about % mile
west of Still Pond. The building faces south overlooking rolling hills and fields. The
church is surrounded by flat lawns, part of which is a graveyard. East of the church is
a school. A lane, bordered by maples connects the two buildings.

The church building is frame; it has one principal floor and a steep gable roof.
Three bays wide and three long, there is a square steeple engaged'in the east-entrance-
end. Symmetrical shed-roofed additions flank the tower. The church is covered with
German shiplap siding painted white and the roof with black asphalt shingles. There
is no roof cornice, simple exposed curved rafter ends.

The belfry has a pyramidal roof with flaring eaves and arch-shaped openings in the
louvered sides. Beneath the belfry is a kind of pent roof which makes the connection
with the steeple walls. At the second floor level of the tower is a round window--in
the east facade--and lancet arch windows in the side walls. The entry has a Gothic
arch transom and two flanking lancet windows. Lancet arch windows are alsé used along
the sides of the sanctuary. Most windows are filled with plain colored glass.

The school building is a one-story gable roofed structure with the main entry in
the east gable. One room wide, it is 4 bays deep. The exterior sheathing is plain

weatherboard and the roof is covered with asphalt shingles.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



Bl SIGNIFICANCE K-432

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ~ _ARCHEULOGY-PREHISTORIC  _COMMUNITY PLANNING —_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE X _RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION _LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE —_SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILTARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1798 —ART __ENGINEERING —_Music __THEATER
X 1800-1899 — COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __ PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
—_INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1886 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to its cornerstone, the present Mt. Zion Church building was erected in
1886. Another church building as well as a parsonage was standing on the site in 1877
but the school had not yet been constructed.

The church structure is designed in a simple interpretation of the Gothic Revival
Style and resembles other rural Black Methodist churches in the county.

As was usual in Kent churches were one of a group of public buildings that served
as the center of the Black communities. Usually included was the cemetary, a lodge or

hall, and sometimes a school.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



K-433

nMA] OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
E21 FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Marsha L. Fritz, Survey Consultant
ORGANIZATION DATE
Kent County Planning Commission 778-4600, ext.67
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Court House
CiTY OR TOWN STATE

Chestertown, Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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