MEDDERS-KREBS HOUSE K-437
Still Pond, Maryland
(1910)

Two stories plus attic in height, the Medders-Krebs House is
frame and occupies a five bay square in plan. The building mass is
roughly T-shaped with the leg of the T parallel to the street
and one story porch running along the front and rear of the
building. The roof is broad, sweeping, intersecting gables,
visually connected to the walls by a deep fascia at the top
of the wall. There is a generous two story bay window in the west
wall.

This building is an example of the influence of Neo-classicism
on vernacular design in the early 20th century. While spacious, the
building is symmetrical and restrained, illustrating an aesthetic
shift away from the assymetrical, picturesque buildings of the
late 19th century. The house was built by William Medders, a
storekeeper in Still Pond, in 1910. His daughter claims the design

was copied from a house in Rollins Park, Baltimore.
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The Medders-Krebs House is located on the south side of the main street of Still
Pond near its eastern edge.

Two stories plus attic in height, the house is frame and occupies a five bay square
in plan. The building mass is roughly T-shaped with the leg of the T parallel to the
street and one story porch running along the front and rear of the building. The roof
is broad, sweeping, intersecting gables, visually connected to the walls by a deep
fascia at the top of the wall. The house is covered with 4'" weatherboarding which is
terminated against narrow corner board. The porch has a shallow hipped roof supported by
round columns which are doubled at the entry. There is a generous two story bay window
in the west wall.

Windows are very wide and have one over one sash everywhere except in the bay wher
the width of glass requires a central muntin. Trim and sills are plain. In the attic
gables are ''"Palladian'" windows, with a taller central, round headed upper sash.

The building is painted meduim grey with white trim. It rests on a brick foundation.

On the inside the house is laid out with a central hall plan. To the left is the
dining room and kitchen, to the right double parlours, back to back. Major public rooms
are connected by wide doorways, some with sliding doors, some hung with draperies.
Doorways have spindle-work woodenportierre woxkon the first floor and glass transoms on
the second. Window and door trim is reeded with a central curve and reeded corner blocks;
most is left unpainted and is made of chestnut or oak. Doors have five panels. In the
rear parlour is a fireplace with glazed terra catta surround and a latrobe stove. Flooring
in all rooms is narrow oak boards.

The two-run, U-shaped stair ascends to a large, octagonal living hall on the second

floor. It is also made of oak with delicate spindels.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This building is an example of the influence of Neo-classicism on vernacular design
in the early 20th century. While spacious, the building is symmetrical and restrained,

illustrating an aesthetic shift away from the assymetrical, picturesque buildings of the

late 19th century.

The house was built by William Medders, a storekeeper in Still Pond, in 1910.

His daughter claims the design was copied from a house in Rollins Park, Baltimore.
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Interview with Mrs. Krebs.
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Marsha L. Fritz, Survey Consultant

ORGANIZATION DATE

Kent County Planning Commission 778-4600, ext.67
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

Court House
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Chestertown, Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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