
TATE HOMESTEAD 
Morgnec, Maryland 
(ca 1900, ca 1950) 

K-442 

The material culture of two periods in Morgnec is illustrated 

by the Tate Homestead building. The older home house is a 2 story, 

one cell house with a kitchen lean-to, and is the type commonly 

constructed by white farmers for their Black tenants. Examples of 

this kind of folk housing are seen all over the Eastern Shore. This 

building was constructed about 1900 for Oscar and Jennie Tate, who 

later bought the property. The newer house was constructed for a 

granddaughter of the Tate's and reflects the common vernacular 

house-type of the 1950's. 

In Morgnec and many other Black villages of the Tidewater region, 

homesteads of 1 to 10 acres were purchased in the late 19th and 

early 20th centuries and farmed intensively. Residences, outbuildings, 

and livestock pens were constructed and the homesteads, clustered 

in little rural communities, became almost self-sufficient. The 

thickets visible surrounding the houses in Morgnec are the site of 

these old fields and orchards. As farming declined, pieces of the 

agricultural land were used for building lots, usually for descendants 

of the original homesteaders. 
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_ENTERTAINMENT _ RELIGIOUS 
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B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

X..FAIR 

CONDITION 
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-.ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

1he older house on the property is a two-story, one-cell frame structure with a gable 

roof and side lean-to kitchen. The main house roof has overhanging eaves, but no dormers. 

The lean-to roof is finished against verge boards and a plain box cornice. There was 

originally a shed porch on the west facade the length of the kitchen shed. The main 

entry is in the south side of the front; north of it is a small 6 over 6 sash window 

with a similiar window above it. There is a door in the west facade of the kitchen; 

windows on the east facade are located opposite the openings on the west. There is a 

stuccoed brick chimney between the two sections of the house. 

The building is sheathed by 511-611 unpainted weather boarding. It rests on brick 

piers. 

The other house on the property is a one story, rectangular structure with a very 

shallow, overhanging gable roof. There is a central entry door in the west facade and 

two sash windows on either side of the door in the gables. The roof is extended over 

the door and window to provide additional shelter. There is a brick chimney in the 

gable and the building rests on a concrete block foundation. The exterior walls are 

covered by asphalt shingles; the roof has asbestous shingles. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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_1700-1799 __ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

_1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_x 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT XOTHER I SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 
ca 1900 ca 1950 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

material Folk 
culture 

The material culture of two periods in Morgnec is illustrated in this photograph. 

The older house was the type commonly constructed by white farmers for their Black 

tenant farmers, and examples of this kind of folk housing are seen all over the Eastern 

Shore. This house was constructed about 1900 for Oscar and Jennie Tate who later 

bought the homestead. Mrs. Martha Tate Pinkney and her 10 brothers and sisters grew 

up in this house and it is now owned by the estate of her brother. The outhouse on 

~he property was in use until recent years. 

The newer modern house was constructed for a granddaughter of the Tate's and 

reflects the common vernacular house-type of the 19SO's. 

In Morgnec and many other Black villages of the Tidewater region, homesteads of 1 

to 10 acres were purchased in the late 19th and early 20th centuries and farmed 

intensively. Residences, outbuildings, and livestock pens were constructed and the 

homesteads, clustered in little rural communities, became almost self-sufficient. The 

thickets visible surrounding the houses in Morgnec are the site of these old fields and 

orchards. As farming declined, pieces of the agricultural land were used for building 

lots, usually for descendants of the original homesteaders. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Kent County Land Records, Kent County Court House, Chestertown, Maryland 

Interview with Mrs. Martha Tate Pinkney, October 1979. 
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Marsha L. Fritz, Survey Consultant 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Kent County Planning Collilllission 778-4600, ext.67 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Court House 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Chestertown, Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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