TATE HOMESTEAD K-442
Morgnec, Maryland
(ca 1900, ca 1950)

The material culture of two periods in Morgnec is illustrated
by the Tate Homestead building. The older home house is a 2 story,
one cell house with a kitchen lean-to, and is the type commonly
constructed by white farmers for their Black tenants. Examples of
this kind of folk housing are seen all over the Eastern Shore. This
building was constructed about 1900 for Oscar and Jennie Tate, who
later bought the property. The newer house was constructed for a
granddaughter of the Tate's and reflects the common vernacular
house-type of the 1950's.

In Morgnec and many other Black villages of the Tidewater region,
homesteads of 1 to 10 acres were purchased in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries and farmed intensively. Residences, outbuildings,
and livestock pens were constructed and the homesteads, clustered
in little rural communities, became almost self-sufficient. The
thickets visible surrounding the houses in Morgnec are the site of
these old fields and orchards. As farming declined, pieces of the
agricultural land were used for building lots, usually for descendants

of the original homesteaders.
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The older house on the property is a two-story, one-cell frame structure with a gable
roof and side lean-to kitchen. The main house roof has overhanging eaves, but no dormers.
The lean-to roof is finished against verge boards and a plain box cornice. There was
originally a shed porch on the west facade the length of the kitchen shed. The main
entry is in the south side of the front; north of it is a small 6 over 6 sash window
with a similiar window above it. There is a door in the west facade of the kitchen;
windows on the east facade are located opposite the openings on the west. There is a
stuccoed brick chimney between the two sections of the house.

The building is sheathed by 5'"-6" unpainted weather boarding. It rests on brick
piers.

The other house on the property is a one story, rectangular structure with a very
shallow, overhanging gable roof. There is a central entry door in the west facade and
two sash windows on either side of the door in the gables. The roof is extended over
the door and window to provide additional shelter. There is a brick chimney in the
gable and the building rests on a concrete block foundation. The exterior walls are

covered by asphalt shingles; the roof has asbestous shingles.
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The material culture of two periods in Morgnec is illustrated in this photograph.
The older house was the type commonly constructed by white farmers for their Black
tenant farmers, and examples of this kind of folk housing are seen all over the Eastern
Shore. This house was constructed about 1900 for Oscar and Jennie Tate who later
bought the homestead. Mrs. Martha Tate Pinkney and her 10 brothers and sisters grew
up in this house and it is now owned by the estate of her brother. The outhouse on
<he property was in use until recent years.

The newer modern house was constructed for a granddaughter of the Tate's and
reflects the common vernacular house-type of the 1950's.

In Morgnec and many other Black villages of the Tidewater region, homesteads of 1
to 10 acres were purchased in the late 19th and early 20th centuries and farmed
intensively. Residences, outbuildings, and livestock pens were constructed and the
homesteads, clustered in little rural communities, became almost self-sufficient. The
thickets visible surrounding the houses in Morgnec are the site of these old fields and
orchards. As farming declined, pieces of the agricultural land were used for building

lots, usually for descendants of the original homesteaders.
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Interview with Mrs. Martha Tate Pinkney, October 1979.
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