K-449

The Bonwill Farm
Still Pond
2nd quarter 19th Century

Like several other 19th century Kent County farmhouses, Bonwill
was torn down in the 1980’s. Although it was not an outstanding example of
mid-19th century architecture, it nevertheless exhibited some features of
interest to an architectural history. The front portion of the two-story, frame
house was five bays long and stood on a tall stone basement. The brackets
of the cornice were somewhat small and differed from the gables which had
an arch motif. Its plan had a typical central hall, but the stair ascended to a
landing at the back of the house and then there was one step on either side
to the two sides of the hall. Both first story rooms had marbleized slate

mantels with Latrobe stoves.

Opening from the hall and north room there was a five-bay-deep
wing which contained the kitchen and other service rooms. Behind the
house there were three interesting outbuildings, including a dairy,
smokehouse and storage shed, all of which opened into a fenced kitchen

yard.

In the 1877 Atlas, the farm is owned by George Krebs.



BONWILL FARM K-449
Still Pond, Maryland
(mid 19th century)

The house on the Fernwalt Farm is a simple, unusual mid-
century building with most of its original exterior detailing and
an usual floor plan with a T-shaped stair. The 19th century plan
of the farm yards and buildings can still be discerned and a
row of three specialized 19th century outbuildings are located
directly behind the house. Its front yard is a tree park filled

with mature trees.
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I DESCRIPTION K-449
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The old house on the present Fernwalt Farm is a two story frame structure located
on the east side of Route 292 about 3/4 miles from Still Pond. The building faces west
and is separated from the road by a tree park of oak, maple, poplar, cedar, willow,
dogwood, and other trees. The house is enclosed by white wooden fendes. Farm buildings
are situated behind the house.

The building consists of a five bay wide two bay deep main house with a five bay
rear ell centered on the main house, and a one-story porch across the entire front of
the building.

The roof of the house is a shallow gable covered with raised seam metal. The roof
is finished with a shallow cornice with a cyma recta and cove crownmolding and small
wooden bracketts set about 14" on center. The gable has an overhang and return as well
as scalloped open- work gingerbread. The dwelling rests on a stone foundation with the
first floor about 2%' above grade.

The porch has square columns and a flat roof. It is reached by a wide flight of
five steps.

Windows have six over six sash on the second floor. On the first, the nine over
six windows leading to the porch come to about 1' from the floor level. Shutters on the
second floor are louvered, but on the first they have three panels, the upper two being
moveable louvers and the lower being a wooden panel.

The main entry has narrow three light side lights and a five pane transom. The
transom bar is decorated with a molding with keyhole shaped cut outs about 4" on center.

The door is six panels and a later window and an early door knocker. It formerly
had a double screen door. The wing is also two stories tall with a shallow roof and a

one story end shed.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The house on the Fernwalt Farm is a simple, unusual mid-century building with most of
its original exterior detailing and an usual floor plan with a T-shaped stair. The 19th
century plan of the farm yards and buildings can still be discerned and a row of three
specialized 19th century outbuildings are located directly behind the house. Its front

yard is a tree park filled with mature trees.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Description #7, K-449 2.

The main house has a central hall plan one room deep. The
stair however, is a very unusual T shape with a landing and a
pair of runs leading to the second floor oooms and the wing. The
long first run has a square oak newel post and oak handrail. The
balusters are turned and there are scroll step bracketts.

Two kinds of interior trim are used as shown below. Doors
have four panel with raised panels and applied Greek ogee and bevel
panel moldings.

There are two marbelized slate mantles on the first floor;
both have Latrobe stoves. Wooden mantles are used on the second
floor.

Forming a row behind the house are a group of three wooden
outbuildings with gable roofs. They are quite small, 10' or
12' wide and one story tall. The first, a dairy, has horizontal
weatherboard and a vaulted ceiling. It is plastered on the
inside. The second, covered with vertical siding, was a
smokehouse. It has scalloped eave decoration and a board and
batten door with one straphinge. The third was used as a storage
shed and also has vertical siding and a wood shingle roof.
Continuing the row is a double-pitch machine shed.

A fence perpendicular to the sheds forms the boundary of
the kitchen yard. Behind it are the farm buildings.

All buildings are white. The house has recently been
covered with aluminum siding.
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