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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This structure spans the Sassafras River between Kent and Cecil 
counties, and carries Maryland Route 213, north and south. It consists 
of 26 concrete girder spans of 25' in length and two of 27', with a 
double leaf bascule spanning 40' roughly in the center of the struc
ture. There is a concrete bridge house on the NW corner of the draw 
span, with two stories, one at road level, one above, on a concrete 
drum. In plan the house is a square with chamfered corners. There 
are rectangular openings on each of the eight wall surfaces of each 
story, the upper being set in segmental arched panels. There is a 
concrete balustrade lining both sides of the stationary spans. There 
is a monument at the west side of the north end of the bridge commemora
ting the discovery of the river by Captian John Smith. The monument 
is carved to resemble a boulde~ with a scroll draped over it. A 
plaque in the base of the monument identifies the State Roads Commission 
as that of Frank H. Tower, chairman, with Clinton Uhl and John F. Mudd. 
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R.G. Collins, Jr., contractor 
New York, New York. 

As with other similar bridges in the state, the Sassafras Bridge 
is significant at least for being a moveable bridge. It is of a 
particularly early date, and must have engendered some pride, since 
it is the only known arc drawbridge to have been given a Commissioners 
Plaque. Clinton Uhl (see Uhl notes) is associated with this structure 
as a commission member by this plaque. The bridge house is similar 
to that of the Po~omoke City Bridge (SHAii 20034) and others, and by 
its early date may have established the prot~type. See also M/DOT 
Survey general bridge significance, attached. 
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