
K-510 
Boyer-Williams House 
or Prevention of Inconvenience 
Rock Hall 
c.1800 

For all intents and purposes. the Boyer-\\'illiams House appears to be a 

modest 19th century dwelling. HoweYer. upon closer examination it is apparent 

that the house encompasses a late 18th century. ,one-room. plank structure. !\fade 
an ~AA...!?....:...i...:t .. 1)1 

of yellow pine. a material which rarely survive~ this small o{d house would most 

likely haYe gone the way of many others if the present structure had not been 

built around it. 

In its original form the little plank house had a central door with tv.·o 

flanking "·indows. The chimney was located on the north side of the room and 

the ceiling joists were exposed and beaded. In a photograph taken during a 

remodeling in the 1970. s. the doYetail corner construction can be seen. At 

present. the only place where the planks are visible is in a closet beneath the stair. 

It appears that they had been whitewashed and that the gaps had been neatly fi1led 

with a plaster-like mortar. 

On the property there is also a small barn for horse and carriage. The 

name of the owner was chiseled into one of the horizontal member: J.\Y.Boyer. 

Rock Hall. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic "Prevention of Inconvenience" 

and/or common Boyer-Williams House 

2. Location 

street & number 21139 Green Lane 

city, town Rock Hall 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
___!__ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
_object 

Ownership 
-1L public 
__ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 

X not applicable 

__ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_X_ occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
__ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
____!_no 

Survey NoK-510 

Magi No. 
- J 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Kent 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
_ educational 
__ entertainment 
_ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ not for publication 

1st 

__ museum 
__ park 
_x_ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of an owners) 

name Mr & Mrs. H. Thomas Williams 

street & number 21139 Green Lane telephone no.:410-778-0976 

city, town Rock Hall state and zip code MD 21661 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Kent County Courthouse liber ERP 48 

street & number Cross Street folio 338 

city, town Chestertown state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date __ federal __ state __ county __ local 

pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
_lLgood 
__ fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
-1L altered 

Check one 
___!__ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey NoK_510 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Green Lane, south of the town of Rock Hall contains several late 19th Century and 
early 20th Century frame dwellings, some of which appear on the 1877 Atlas. The unique 
feature about the Boyer-Williams House is the fact that the northern room is an early 
log or plank building. In the third quarter of the 19th Century the house was enlarged 
to its present size (front) and the porch was added around 1900. 

In its original form, the Boyer-Williams House was a one room yellow pine plank 
cabin with exposed beaded ceiling joints (bead on sides of joists only). Its facade had 
a central door and two flanking windows and the chimney/fireplace was on the north side 
of the room. 

In the third quarter of the 19th Century the old house was engulfed by an enlargement 
that tripled its size. The plan adopted was the central stair hall plan with two flanking 
rooms and a kitchen wing to the rear of the old plank cabin. The new stair hall and 
parlor were two steps lower than the old cabin, but the second floor was all on the same 
level. 

The building remained, with two front doors, even after the porch was added around 
1900. The next major remodeling occured in 1956 when the one story kitchen wing was 
replaced with a new two story frame structure with porch on its west end. 

In 1972 a third remodeling changed the kitchen into a dining room. A kitchen leanto 
was built on the north side of the old kitchen. During the same remodeling the old north 
fireplace was disassembled and a new block one was built outside the house. When the 
remodeling was underway, a photo of the plank walls was taken showing dovetail corner 
construction. The only place the planks are visible now is in a closet beneath the 
stair. They appear to have been whitewashed and the gaps were neatly filled with a 
plaster-like mortar. 

The trim and doors from the 19th Century are of the simplest materials. 
West of the house is a small 3 bay frame stable constructed of hewn and circular 

sawn materials mortised and tenoned and pinned together. The exterior was covered in 
board and batten, but is now covered with ersatz brick. The stable originally had 
two stalls on the south end and there was a dirt floor. A wood floor was added in the 
20th Century. The doors were re-made but original strap hinges with penny end and 
heart shaped end remain. An original hasp is still in use. Around the outside of the 
roof overhang is a scalloped board. 

Next to one of the doors on a horizontal member is chiseled in the name of the 
builder: "J.W. Boyer Rock Hall". 



8. Significance Survey NoK- 510 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
- 140(}-1499 

150(}-1599 
- 160(}-1699 
- 170(}-1799 
_!__ 180(}-1899 
_ 1901}-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ arc:heology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
J~ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

c.1800; c.1870 Builder/ Architect Unknown 

check: Applicable Criteria: j_A 
and/or 

B c D 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state 'j_1ocal 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Boyer-Williams House is significant for two reasons: The first is the fact 
that it started life as a one room yellow pine plank structure. The second is the 
fact that it has been in the same family since at least the 1860's. 

In the mid 19th Century, the Rock Hall farm, which belonged to Joseph Harris, 
extended on the south side of the harbor or creek to incorporate the present Green 
Lane area. Around 1864 J.B. Boyer began buying and selling property in the area. By 
1877, "J. Boyer" appears to have established himself in the present location, although 
family oral tradition states that the old log building was moved to itrpresent site 
from a location in the field closer to the bay. From that time until the present it 

remained in the family of J.B. Boyer. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey Nd\- 510 

Kent County Land Records, Kent County Courthouse 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name _______ _ Quadrangle scale _______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i_J I I I I I I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c L.LJ I.__.___.__....___._. 

E LLJ ._I ...£-...J.-----
G LLJ ._I ........__. __ _ 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

D LiJ 
FLU 
H l.i.J 

I I I 
I I 

I 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county 

state code county 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Michael Bourne 

organization Historical Society of Kent County date 1995 

I 
I 

code 

code 

street & number P.O. Box 665 telephone 410 778-3499 

city or town Chestertown state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historica~ 
Shaw House 
21 State~ 
Annapol· , Maryland 21401 
(3 269-2438 
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