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K-523 

color slir,es. T~e ':"'r'..lst does not have cor>ies of Phase II survey 
~aterials since it nid n0t ~articipate in ~unding and local funding 
•-;as sufficient to provide only the work as 1lescri'Jed above, which 
is ~eld by t'1e S?onsors. 

When C'1risto::iher PeeJ:s was in C!iesterto·m a year or so aczo, '1e ;"'let 
•-7ith a nu"T\}Jer of us ··i'10 are interested in t!le ultiT'1ate p'..lblication of 
t~e conplete :~ent county T-l'istoric Sites Survey. '~e indicated that t;-:e 
'T'r•1st :-:'ro~a,'Jly · .. •ould fi:d co?ies of the P'.lase II survey to be suit'il-:Jle 
for C.eposit at the 'Trust. (In devising our field s'1eets ·.,·e ... ,~re ;"'linO.ful 
of the Tr.1st survey form.) Eo·.-1ever, as •:1e '1ere "llrea-3.y '!.::ne•..,., to te in 
a form •.-mrth7 of de9osit t':e field sheets need to be type~, and, of 
course, co~ies need to be T'1ade of the photographs and incicental su~ple­
!'.lentary material. Ee also indicated that the Trust prohably could 
arrange to ~vwe tl-iis done "llthouql-i •,•e have heard no further crom him 
a'ly)ut it. -::'he fun::i?:<J •.;ould see:n t:::> 1:-e t'1e cri..ticnl -:;uestion; local 
fun-iing for this _::>ur.:_::lose does :tot seem to he availa~le. 

2 

This rather long recital of background in~or!llation, coupled •·lith the 
nee~ fro~ time to time for the ~rust to con,ent on pro?osed projects 
involving federal funding, does point up, I think, the urgent need for 
our Phase II materials to be incorporated into the Trust's holdings. ~·re 

'-io!'e that t::e ':'rust nm·1 will he spurred to arrange =or ty!)in<J awl co?ying 
of visual materials. ~·rhile trying not to a?::-iear to be !::>lowing :n7 o•.-m 
horn, I a.~ proba~ly the logical ~erson to type for the ~rust the entire 
set of written P'1ase II mate"!:"ials. "!\sir.e from 'heing ahle to read my own 
':!ritin<J anc that of ·~arsha Fritz, the other s 1.irveyor, I am fa!Tliliar • . .;ith 
the ?roper names an:1 terninology used, the .,ethods era:?loyed, and the ·.vork 
in general, and in case of a qi.iestion can easily contact the other 
surveyor. Should the ~rust wish to type these ferns in its own offices, 
it would have to x~rox the whole set, nn additional ex7ense, and t!ien 
'vork fro:n those. l-iowever the Trust mig'ht d:?cide to l?roceed ,.,i th this, 
it will require an ex~enditure for t~::iing time nnd ~aterials. ~lease 

l~t us here in "<ent County know ':.1het:1er or not you are interested in 
acquiring these !".laterials and ho·.-1 you might li'-e to proceed. In the 
interim, if you '1ave a request for an i!Tl_::13.Ct stat!:"~"'lent for projects in 
the western t'"lird of t'1e countv, "..'OU might call 't"lrsha Fritz or ~e for 
inf".lrT'lation. 

':ow, as to th~ matter of t1!e ";.ock Pnll elderl:• '"lousing nroject riore 
s_::-iecifically: :'his site h'ls br.>en assignP0 a S'lrve'• n~n'l:'>e:?:", 1~-523, and 
t'l.e na::ie Ju::lefir.d Farm. Altho'..lcrh I \·!as t'1e surveyor, I do not have tte 
\·.'ritten :iiaterials at l-iand since I gave tl'e""\ to "·lars:':a t:'ritz last veek for 
'1er revie•1 ~efore '.-!e s'..1'1-:>:"lit ·then to t'1e !Iistorical Society, ··1"'1.ic'1 funded 
our last 69 sites, of which t'.1is '•'as one. ':"1!erefore, I shall have to 
write froM. memory and what notes I retaine'.'l. I do want to get t'!'lis letter 
off to yo'..l to1ay since t!le housing '}rant oronnsal "lay still ~,e pen-3.ing 
(I ho?e) • 

'!'he ~011se on tl:e _?ro:-ierty is in t•vo parts, a story-and-a-11alf section 
appearing to nate from t~e secon1 quarter of t;e nineteenth· century, an1 
a later tc·:o-story section ?ro'l:ia~ly 'IJuilt in t~e P.arl~· t··;entiet'a century. 
T:ie two-story section is of no particular si1nificance eY.cept as an 
illustration of ho·!l an earlier h 11ildin'J W':ls :=i.".'!c~c to, an:: the erctire 
structure is in so..,e··1hat n>?teriorate1 co::i~ition alt'hough it is still 
l:leing '..lse~ 3.S a ri:!sicence. In M7 or inion the l'~ stor~, section mn !ind 



s:1ould. :Je re'1a'--ilitater1; re...,oval of the t'.,io-story section is _'.!rot:'>3.""'ly 
ie~irahle if the r-?arlier section can be save1 and incor~oratei into the 
'lousinCJ project. In~eed, several months ar;o I talkej •·•i th ·;0r::-,an 
'lavidson, DirPctl')r o'° t'1e r1::-i_::-,er S'1ore 'r·.J'.lSi!l.i:r C'0!'."::-il')ration, ·,:':1:"> ·)re:,:i:ire1 
t'!":e 1rant pro::iosal initially (··'!;en it ··'as re1ectei. 0:1 ur_n) ;:i,s ··.·~ll .~s 

the current one. ~e realized t'1e possihle value of at least ~art of the 
structure, is personally inclined to favor historical ~reservation, and 
"iantei to kno~ my opinion. I tnld him I thought the early s~ction could and 
s':.ould 'he sc.ved, t!:at the cost rro\.:13.'1::-ly would not '->e st•1:"1en:::ous sin:::e it 
is not a large ~uil"ling, and that he ouqht to t'!-lint: at-/)ut •_\sr-?c:; for it 
within the ?reject context. ~~e first star~ is !:all-an3-~arlor in plan 
and very likely coul1 he used for a social center, an activity center, 
and/or an office. Certainly this house could be used. as a ta~e-o~f ~oint 
for the form of the housing units to he built, ~ro~uci~S' an entire ~rojest 
in S~".71._:iat':.y with it ann a t:ind of nesign w"1ich suits t'1e :\ock ~all area 
an"! its conservative, traditional ?Op-.llation. :1owever, I un"lersta;i1 that 
very likely the r.esign of ci,esterto·..m 's ·iorgnec Village, huilt several 
Y'~ars ago by Up:--er S'.1ore J\ging, is to be followed. ')es?ite dissi:1ilarities, 
this iesign prohably •muld be sympa.thetic to the early famhouse thoug!-1 
it could ~e ~~etter. A?~arently the first, rejectei ~reject proposal 
?rovided for de~olition only of t'1e entire structure (hudgeted for $3,000). 
Both he and I agreed thnt this tine ~round t~at ~~oulc oe avoide1 if 
_?ossil~le, thoug'.-1 . .,here the r.loney to deal •·1ith this house Hill cone :rom 
is a good auestion. -~oving the house nay be a possi~ility; I do not know 
'10· .. 1 it in its 9resent location fits i~to their site '.C'lan • 

. !'.!1ot'1er possi':ile use ~ .. ·e toyed wit~ for the early bu:Uding is to 
use it for a visitors' center for ?.ocl: !:all. It is at t:v~ e:itrance to 
?ock ~all nro:;:>er, ?ro:ninently located on the Chesterto'.-m-Pock ~all ~oad, 
an:! is ideallv locate".'l for such :1urpose. Certainly ,..,rt'-\ notinr: is that 
it is proba.0ly the ol~est surviving structure •·Titi1i:1 the present 
corporate li'.nits of "'oclc "!all. _?!_ "!nil t-in volunteer cor_?s to o_?erate. 
a visitor center ·.-muld live in adjacent elr1erl•/ '"lousing. '{ock Hall '":1ay 
profit fro:1 such a center since it is increasingly a tourist attraction. 
~erha:'.:'JS there is a ;::iossibility of so::!le rehabilitation Funding from the 
T1Yrn of ?ock Hall alt"liough I have not discussed t"'lis wit"'l any governr:ient 
officials from ?.ock Hall, for ':!hic"l P. J. E!"ho•.irn is the T"layor. 

Foll'.Y,'i;ir_; are sone of the significant features of the story-and-a­
'ialf section: 

1. Plan is hall-and-parlor, with entry doors (one at least ;:ith 
3-light transol'I) both sides opj?osi te eac!'l other into the ''hall." r>orch 
is on s:::iuth side, awa:• from the road. (\·1hich is a 2'Jth C0.ntury roa-:1) • T"'.ie 
south sice ~ay origi~ally have ~een thP. ~ain, a_?~roach side t"liough it is 
not no<.·7. 

2. '!'here are no outbuil'.3.ings of si0ni ':icance; ··1hat t'v~re Might hav<> 
!-ieen "1.ay have heen d.e:::1olished "lhen the nm·~ road to the nort:t was ~uilt. 

3. Original ho".lse ~·'as proha>-il:• three t-a:rs wine; a fourth 'ca:• on t'.1e 
sout"l si:1e se~:ns to '"lave :!::een added. :="irst-storr \.,•in~o .. 1s :.a:i 0 -0ver-6 
lights. ·~untins ha''~ r.pen re.':':.oved ann sin'Jle-light glae;s install~ci, '-,ut 
t~~ c;ash of at least several ·1in1o·,•s a;::_:'.lear to ~e orig5nal. 



'1. 7'_oof is stet:?_? ga'.:Jle, ·_.:it11 t•10 r,;G ga':-le-roo~0-l ~or1crs in <:>acl-i 
sl0:ce; t1ie fc-!'.":'., cles:_Ji':e t'1is ,_,ouse's ~:-';>?.r·"nt late ·fate fo.?: s:ich a :or.n, 
is t:r:Jic.:il of ;n=my early Kent :aunty '10'.lses. 

S. ~'1e cor!1er (or, r2notel;1, l~d·2er) st~ir of the ""nll," now t'.1e 
vitcl:.en r;as been re'love-". "''1e stair to t'1e secon-:l stor~· i:; no·.,. .:i strai•3"1t­
r·1!1 stair in tl-ie t··:o-stor:•, ~'J':::-ccntur:1 S'?:::tio:"l. I ".:'3.n' t r-::'le1',2r if 
t';e '':'arlnr" also ~1A a st1ir (·•:~re t1-:er<:> is n'Y·! a closet); I t11i!1'.-~ so. 

G. :ioth fi~.s~-stor:" ?:"00;'""5 ·:c;~e ~~:;.t~-J. ··:it,"': ~ir-~::-laces. -"--:e c:ltir~ 

f' ir?:' lace/1a11 tel o"' t ":e r 2r1 nr ':-'l.s ;-.-=e!1 c:ov?rcd an--: "i'?:"!Ce ·-·as n -,t vi c:• ·2-1 • 

~he h~ll~citc':~n ~ireplace o~e!1i:'1S ~'3.S ~C?!1 clocei a~i ~ ~tove is in use. 
T'1e ,antle is tall and plain, a s~rt of v~rnacular ~re~· ~'2vival sort 
so"'71eti:1es seen in ~~c:lt "."o•.ln.t~·. -:-:---tis firP~l-'ice ,_,-".s a lo'' fi "."elcac1

:, of 
~ric~, 0£ t'1t:? sort seen '1ere in t~e enrly '1ine':<:>enth centur~. 

7. It is quite :)ossi0le, t'!::>ugh I ","as 11nahle to confirn it, t~:at at 
least D'lrt, if not all, of t~is early section is of ~lanked log ccnstr'.lc­
tion. I had some suspicion of this '-!hi le tryinq to peer -.ln-'l~r t1le s:1eet 
as:-i:ialt si-:lin'? overlyint} the '1orizont.-:-_l ·.·•2at'1er,,..,oarding u11<ler it. '.!y 
feeling is t!-.at S'.lCh ~lan~:ed-log C0'1struction is pro'.::a1-1;1 confined -to 
tl-ie . .,.est q:ihle en-:1 al t'--ioug'1 it is quite :-ossihle t~at t 11e east gabl~ 
end, · . .,,hic11 ai-.uts the at1'1ea t•.·.-o-story sectio'1, is si"'1il-1r; it could not 
i--e vi<:>wed. I s:_:>oke with one of the current o•·_'Tlers of t'--ie "-10 1.lse, '·-•ho 
gre··• U.i? there in the 194"' s and 1 ?5')' s. I as~:e-'l ~i!".l i F 1~e '·_ne·.1 anyt'1ing 
a~out '"low the end ~all ~as constructed. qe said he'd '--ielped his father repair 
si<ling ~any ~ears ago but h'3.d trouhle descrihin'J ver~ally w'--iat he saw. I 
tl:en as~~ed him (he's a ;:,oat 1-::-uil~er) if he could -lra··' •-•'hat he sa•.-1, and 
w'1at :1e 0re•·1 ··.•as a :_:>lan~ed lo'J dovet;:iile~ at the cor:ir;r, Drohahly into a 
corner '?()st. Survivin11 ·~-musec:; of !_:>la:"l~:ed log construction are quite rare 
in ~ent County, and this one ap~ears to ~e unu~ual in t~at the entire 
structure pro1Jably is not of that construction. 

8. There is a cra•·1l space ·-11lich I vie'.·:ei as ~est I could. ')ue to 
deterioration an~ dehris, I could not ~eter!"line for certain whether the 
t·do long sides are sup[)orted 07 oiers or ,_._,hether tl-iere ''73.S originally a 
continuous brick foundation. 

I <lid a partial title search for the nro~erty ~ecause I '"as curious 
and 1::-ecause I '·las ho:-'eful that it :-:tiaht turn u-:_:> useful infornation ahout 
t"-ie age of tli.e structure and the n:tture of t!1e fa~. "''le st:?arch '-.'as 
?'lrtial l:ecause title searches '.'ere r~ally excluded fro.,, our contract 
\-!ith the Historical Society an<'l 1--,ecause I hit a snag (involving a la·"' 
suit an~ trustee's sale) and sim?lY couln not s~en~ any more volunteer 
time on t!-ie work. 

:lriefl-;.1, though, t'1is is wh::i.t I found: Tn 180'1 t11e trustee, as 
required hy the Circuit ':01.lrt si ttin'J as the ':onrt of r:rmity, sold the 
pro/erty pursuant to an order of 1857 to J~hn ~. ~ersch. Jacory Stevens 
.:i_?pear? to have ~een the previous o·.-mer, thou'Jh I never --lid find ·.-1hen he 
acauired the ".'Jro::?erty. -Jo'1n 1\. !--'ersch •,·as a ";errian Jew, a c::i.r-~enter '-rho 
landed in Bosto!l anc t~en procee:1e:1 to Dal ti.,,ore, where '°le ·"as said to 
~ave built several houses on 'C'eneral :'Iill. :-re cane to v~nt ro1mty about 
lc.356. SoTT1e of his descendants live in l\.ent County; I ~ave spoken with 



ROCK BALL Btl'SINESS REJ'Jl:aENCES. <.S> 
Dr. 1. El. PRICE, Physician and SllJ'l"On. Reo. n-

1.&nkfonl P.O. 
0. C~NlfELL Y, Miller 211d Dealer in Flour, Feed. 

Grain, &c. 
lOEIN A. SCEIWEARER. Wbeehrngbt and Black•. duh. Repairiag of all kinds promptly and neatly 

one at rea~onable rates. Shop at Fa.irlee.. 
WJll. l. PAYNE, Dealer in Dry GoocU Notiou, 

Bools, Shoes, Furs, a:c. Fairlee. ' 
B. B. ADltINSON, Dealer in Dry Goods, Notiom, 

Ha_ts, Cap!, Boots, Shoes. Ready-made Clothin 
China and Tinware, '1c.. Edesville. g, 

1. W. V ANLilm, Dealer in Dry Goods, NotiOlll 
H ais, Caps. Fruits, and all &oodl usull.7 kept in ; 
6nt c1 ... Country Store. Edenille. 

GEORGE E. LEARY, M&nnfacturerof, and Dealer 
tn Lumber of all kinda. Peach and Herry. boxes 
constantly on h'\.Dd. Mill at •' Gr.y'• Inn,, Wharf. 

-~ ~~ M.4,SLill ,Jr D='er in "rob c...,.. ,. ; 

1 . 
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K-523 
Judefind Farm 

(at original location) 


