
Isaac Boyer House No. K-544 
210 S. Water Street 
Chestertown, Maryland Mid-18th century 

The Boyer-Hurley House is named for the free African-American who lived there 

from 1849 until his death in 1869, and the present owner who restored it in 1992. 

Of frame construction with wide weather board siding, the three-bay, two-story 

facade fronts directly on the street with a wing of later construction behind. The front 

door is slightly off-center, and has simple narrow moldings with beaded edges, as do 

the 6/6 pane sash windows. On each gable are single windows, on both floors. The 

house has a large central chimney. 

There are two rooms on each floor in the original front part of the house. In the 

newer rear wing there are two downstairs and two upstairs. According to Boyer's will 

in 1869, these rooms were in existence at that time, since he names them specifically. 

Traces of simple early panelling remain around the mantel in the downstairs 

room on the right and some ovolo backband door and window moldings. The stair 

case was originally in the corner by the chimney in the first floor right hand room. The 

house is similar in design and layout to the Thomas Cuff house, around the corner on 

Cannon Street. 

This property was purchased by Thomas Cuff, a leader of Chestertown's 

African-American community in 1832 51/ as part of original town Lot No. 5. Cuff 

sold it to another free African-American, Isaac Boyer, in 1849 for $280. 52/ 

The house, however, may possibly date back to the mid-eighteenth century, 

based on the--remaining architectural features and the historical record. Dr. William 

Murray, builder of the nearby Hynson-Ringgold House, in 1768 bequeathed to his four 

unmarried daughters, four houses on Town Lot Number Five, including a house on 

"Front Street where Charles Burminger now lives." 53/ The Murray sisters sold their 
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inherited houses to Thomas Ringgold in 1774, and the Ringgolds sold to Richard 

Snowden Thomas in 1808. Along with the remainder of Lot Number 5, he gave this 

house to his daughter, Deborah Wright. On her death, it passed to her minor son, 

Gustavus Wright. His trustees sold it to Dr. Peregrine Wroth of Chestertown in 1832, 

and he sold it to Thomas Cuff. 

Boyer, along with Cuff, was one of the founders in 1828 of Bethel A.M.E. 

Church, whose original meeting house was nearby on Princess Street (South Queen 

Street). Boyer was evidently a close friend of Cuff's, who later sold him for $1 an 

alley running from Water Street back to Cuff's property, and then in 1858 an 

additional small adjoining strip for $10 and "in consideration of sundry acts of service 

rendered unto (Cuff) by Boyer." 54/ 

Boyer was possibly a drayman, since the inventory of his estate in 1870 

included one "old bay horse, one old wood wagon, one cart, and an old carriage." 

55/ He lived near the waterfront and drayage was one of the employments open to 

African-Americans. 

The ownership of this house represents a frequent sequence for African

American-owned houses, an old house originally owned by whites, but purchased by 

free African-Americans by the mid-19th century. The house was restored in 1992. 



HISTORIC CONTEXT 

K-544 
ISAAC BOYER HOUSE 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA 

Geographic Organization 
1) Eastern Shore 

Chronological/Developmental Period 
10) Agricultural-Industrial Transition 

Historic Period Themes 
2) Architecture 
7) Social/Cultural 

Resource Type 
Category - Building, private, occupied public acquisition - not applicable accessible, 

restricted, private residence 
Historic Environment - Village 
Historic Functions and Uses - Dwelling 
Unknown Design Source 
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Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic Isaac Boyer House 

and/or common Hurley House 

2. Location 

street & number 210 S. vJa ter St. 

city, town Chestertown 

state ila r y l and 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
-X- building(s) 
_structure 
_site 

_object 

Ownership 
_public 
__x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 

JS__not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
~occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Kent 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

One 

_museum 
_park 
~ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name J. Anthony Hurley 

street&number 210 S. Water Street telephone no.: 410-778-6329 

city, town Chestertown state and zip code MD 21620 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Kent County Courthouse liber JFG3, 

street & number Cross Street folio 199 

city, town Chestertown state MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title None 

date _federal _state _county _local 

.-pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__x_ excellent 
_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_deteriorated _unaltered 
_ ruins -----*-altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
A-- original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. K-544 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Isaac Boyer House belonged to a free African-American who lived there from 

1849 until 1869, although the house probably dates from the eighteenth century. It is 
a simple two story, three bay frame house with a central chimney. 

The Isaac Boyer House is named for the free African-American who lived thf're from 

1849 until his death in 1869. The house, however, probably dates from the mid-eighteenth 
century, based on the historical record and architectural features. Of frame construct
tion with wide weather board siding, the three-bay two-story facade fronts directly on 
the street with a wing of later construction behind. The front door is slightly off

center, and has simple narrow moldings with beaded edges, as do the 6/6 pane sash 
windows. On each gable are single windows, on both floors. The house has a large 

central chimney. 
There are two rooms on each floor in the original front part of the house. In the 

newer rear wing there are two downstairs and two upstairs. According to Boyer's will 

in 1869, these rooms were in existence at that time. 
Traces of simple early panelling remain around the mantel in the downstairs roG ... 

on the right as well as some ovalo door and window moldings. The stair case was 
originally in the corner by the chimney in the first floor right hand room. The house 

is similar in design and layout to the Thomas Cuff house, around the corner on Cannon 

Street. 



8. Significance Survey No. K-544 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
- - 1400-1499 

1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

A1reas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
__ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_* agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
__ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
__ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
__ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
__ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

1750-1768 Builder/ Architect Unknown 
check: Applicable Criteria: A x._B c D 

and/or 
Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: _national _state Llocal 

Prepare both a sununary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

This house was owned by Isaac Boyer, a free African-American, from 1849 to 1855. 
Although it probably dates from the 18th century, this house represents a sequence of white 
then African-American ownership frequently found in African-American housing. 

This property was purchased by Thomas Cuff, a leader of Chestertown'a African
American community in 1832 as part of original town Lot No. 5. Cuff sold it to another 
free African-American, Isaac Boyer, in l849;for $280. 

The house, however, may possibly date back to the mid-eighteenth century, based on 
· remaining architectural features and the historical record. Dr. William Murray, 

u .... 1lcier of the nearby Hynson-Ringgold House, in 1768 bequeathed to hisfuururnmarrh~ddaughters 
four houses on Town Lot Number Five, including a 11 house on Front Street where Charles : 
Burming now lives. 11 The Murray sisters sold their inherited houses to Thomas Ringgold in 
1774, and the Ringgolds sold to Richard Snowden Thomas in 1808. Along with the remainder 
of Lot Number 5, he gave this house to his daughter, Deborah Wright. On her death, it 
passed to her minor son, Gustavus Wright. His trustees sold it to Dr. Peregrine Wroth of 
Chestertown in 1832, and he sold it to Thomas Cuff. 

Boyer, along with Cuff, was one of the founders in 1828 of Bethel A.M.E. Church, 
whose original meeting house was nearby on Princess Street (South Queen Street.) Boyer 
was evidently a close friend of Cuff's, who later sold him, for $1, an alley running 
from Water Street back to Cuff's property, and then in 1858 an additional small adjoining 
strip for $10 and 11 in consideration of sundry acts of service rendered unto (Cuff) by 
Boyer. 11 

Boyer was possibly a drayman, since the inventory of his estate in 1870 included one 
11 old bay horse, one old wood wagon, one cart, and an old carriage. 11 He lived near the 
waterfront and drayage was one of the employments open to African-Americans. 

The ownership of this house represents a frequent sequence for African-American
owned houses, an old house originally owned by whites,~ but purchased by free African
Americans by the mid-19th century. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. K-544 

Kent County Lands Records. 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALi..J I I I I 
Zone Easting 

c LL.JI ...... ~__._......_. ..... 

E L__Ll ._I .L.......i----
G LLJ ._I ~-......_.-

I I I I I 
Northing 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

B w ._I ~I __.!-~__,I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

ol.i.J ~I ~1-'-"'......,,~I ~I ..1..---L.-L-~ .......... 
F LLI I .._I ............... __.__~ ............ 
H Li_J 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Davy H. McCa 11 

organization Historical Society of Kent County date February 21, 1996 

street & number Chu re h A 11 ey ~~phone 410-778-3499 

city or town Chestertown state Maryl and 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical 
Shaw House 
21 State Cir 
Annapol· , Maryland 21401 
(30 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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