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Georgetown River House
Georgetown
Privaie

Seorgetown's River House is locateg on the northeast corner at the
intersection of Route 213 (King Street) with Front Street in Georgetown. The
main, five-bay-wide facade faces Route 213, and a secondary, perpendiculiar.

Ve
rear-wing facade, also with central roof gable, faces Front Street. To the
L of the main wing, at its east end, 15 a one-bay, iower two-storey section
tnat apoears to be the remnant of an earlier building that perhaps dates from
he eariy nineteenth century. A five-pay porch spans the main facade, and
three-tay porches are on both north and south sides of the main wing. The
frame house is covered with horizontal, lapped weatherboard. River House is
representative of the largest and pest appeinted of the vernacuiar Viciorian

Oothic Revival county frame houses constructed during the 1ast quarter of tne
nineteenth century that are 2-1/2 storeys, five bays wide with centrai gable,
per C Cuiar rear wing. The pian became virtually standard, with

and have a per
2 secondary na:i at the wing s main entry. with access to stair, pantry, anc
tion and wing rooms from it These houses, scattered througn

hac bay-window prolections (on one sforey or two!, very

2y e ¢ ~+ Yemr st~ mmaililmm™ Fipmd _mdbAr s it A
::}‘r‘».w?%.}a‘-."e:, atmost figor-to CeHiNgG il o-510rey Winaow

b‘t'?" main E‘

ll'l

alsg with centrai gabie. Gther exampies ar
Boxwood Place (k-615), Hickory Q@dge CK-639‘, angd

e T7T - | o - ~ i A [
K-623) They rlC' iCate ﬂ'.d" ".ht"r ort g ners, John

prosperous citizens of their time in upper Kent County. This is the only house
o7 113 type in Georgetown River House is particularly notable for its plaster
cornices, ceiling moidings, and medaitions in the two first-storey rooms of

™

the main section. These are rarely seen in Kent County.



Survey No. K-580

Magi No. /50580500y

Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _no

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic Wilson House

and/or common Georgetown River House (Current)

2. Location

street & number East side Rt. 213 at Front Street (northeast corner) — not for publication
city, town Georgetown X vicinity of congressional district Fiyg¢t
state Maryland county Kent
- - -
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—_ district —___ public X occupied - agriculture ____ museum
X building(s) _X_ private —___ unoccupied —_ commercial ____ park
—— structure __ both —__work in progress . educational _X private residence
___ site Public Acquisition Accessible __ entertainment ___ religious
__ object ____in process ____yes: restricted ____government ____ scientific
— being considered ___ yes: unrestricted ____ industrial transportation
_X not applicable X no ___ military ___ other:

4- OWl‘Ier Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name My, § Mrs. Frederick C. Berg, Jr.

street & number P.0. Box 96 telephone no.: g48-5126

city, town Georgetown state and zip code Maryland 21930

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Court House liber EHP 50
street & number Cross Street folio 233
city, town Chestertown state Maryland

6. Representation in Existing nistorical Surveys  noe

title

date — federal ___ state ____county ___ local

—<pository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. K-580

Condition Check one Check one

___excellent ____ deteriorated ___ unaltered _X__ original site

_X__good ____ruins _ X altered ____moved date of move
—_fair —__ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

Georgetown's River House is located on the northeast corner at the
intersection of Route 213 (King Street) with Front Street in Georgetown. The
main, five-bay-wide facade faces Route 213, and a secondary, perpendicular,
rear-wing facade also with central roof gable, faces Front Street. To the
east of the main wing, at its east end, is a one-bay, lower two-story section
that appears to be the remnant of an earlier building that perhaps dates from
the early nineteenth century. A five-bay porch spans the main facade, and a
three-bay porch is on both north and south sides of the main wing. The frame
house is covered with horizontal, lapped weatherboard. The main section has
a central-hall plan with one room on each side. The central main-entry
architrave is large and boldly executed and the stair typically Victorian,
from standard millwork parts. There are plaster ceiling medallions,
cornices, and moldings in the two rooms of the main section's first story. It
was built about 1880 in a vernacular Victorian Gothic Style for John Fletcher
Wilson and his wife Catherine.

(Continued)



8. Significance Survey No. K-580

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ___ landscape architecture____ religion
- —1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic ____conservation —law —__science
1500-1599 ___ agriculture ____economics — literature — sculpture
__1600-1699 _X architecture _ education —_ military — social/
—— 17001799 ___ art ____engineering — music humanitarian
_X 1800-1899 ___ commerce ____exploration/settlement ___ philosophy ___ theater
1900~ ___ communications - industry - politics/government ___ transportation
- invention . other (specify)
Specific dates (Circa 1880 Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: =~ A _ B _C _D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A B _C _D _E _F _ G
Level of Significance: _ national _ state __local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

River House is representative of the largest and best appointed of the
Victorian Gothic Revival county frame houses constructed during the last
quarter of the nineteenth century that are 2-1/2 stories, five bays wide with
central gable, and have a perpendicular rear wing. The plan had become
virtually standard with a secondary hall at the wing's main entry, with stair,
pantry, and access to both main section and wing room from it. These houses,
scattered through the upper county, had bays (on one story or two), very
large main entry architraves, almost floor-to-ceiling first-story windows
that opened onto a porch with walk-through access possible, and often a
secondary facade, also with central gable. Other examples are Swan Meadow
(K-587), Ivingo (K-565), Boxwood Place (K-615), Hickory Ridge (K-639), and
the Piposzar House (K-633). They indicate that their original owners must
have been among the most prosperous citizens of their time in Kent County.
River House is particularly notable for its plaster cornices, ceiling moldings,
and medallions in the two first-story rooms of the main section. These are
rarely seen in Kent County.

(Continued)



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. g_sgo

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References 4o NOT complete UTM references

Ao L e b b N

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

clo by Lo Lo b byald N N T T T T
T I ' T I L Flaol o g e b Ly
3 I I I T R I T T C I I T I O RO O A A T

Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Margaret Q. Fallaw, Surveyor Consultant
County Commissioners of Kent County

organization Historical Society of Kent County date  August 28, 1985

Court House 778-4600
street & number Church Alley telephone  778-3499
city or town Chestertown state Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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The three-bay main wing, though it has a centrai gable (and na roof
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Geizrqemwn’c River House was bulit about 1680 by John Fletch
and his wife Katherine Rebecca Woodall, who was one of the childr
Andrew wf\oda‘{ the leading, wealthy Pnrreorpnewr of beoraet W
tirme of hic death in 1906, the owner of more than 30 farms’in Kent
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Alexander Wilson of Wilson Point/Sholewood, by his first wife. w’het
financial resources frhm one side of the family or the other, or from the
shipping business, the Wilsons appeared to have been one of the comfort ably
prosperous families of Georgetown and in a position to build a fine house.
Until purchase by the present owners, the property had rema snec? within the
origina’ famiy.
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

K-580

TINAME

HISTORIC

AND/OR COMMON

Berg House

EALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

Northeast corner of U.S. Rt. 213 and -Front Street

CITY. TOWN

Georgetom CO’KE’{GSSIONAL DISTRICT
— VICINITY OF
STATE Maryland KeWt™
EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC }_/CCUPIED _—AGRICULTURE _-MUSEUM
_“BUILDINGIS) © VFRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL AIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
__OBJECT __IN PROCESS __YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
L/NO - _MILITARY __OTHER

EJ OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME Mr. and Mrs. Frederick C. Berg, JT.reclephone #:

STREET & NUMBER Box 96

T TOMN T Georgetown  viewTY oF Md. ,Sng% 9_32E code
ELOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber 1. EHP S0

iggg’:z?ruo?beeos,ﬁc. Kent Co, Courthouse Folio ‘4: 2383

STREET & NUMBER Hj_gh Street

CITY. TOWN STATE

Chestertown, Md., 21620

EA REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

DATE

—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN

STATE




DESCRIPTION A5t

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED ~GnaLTereD ORIGINAL SITE
~Goop —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

On the northeast corner of Rt. 213 and Front Street stands a large
frame Victorian Gothic residence with principal facade paralleling Rt.
213 and secondary 'L' along Front Street.

It is a two and a half story structure upon a granite and brick
foundation, the walls of which are covered with white weatherboard.
The principal facade is 5 bays long with a one story porch along the
entire first story. Access to the porch is from the south end, near-
est Front Street, The plain double door entrance has a single-pane
transom. Flanking the entrance are two windows on each side extending
to the floor with two=over=-four pane sash and louvered blinds, The
porch has a simple balustrade extending between the square champhered
posts, in all but the south side thereof., there are scrolled brackets
on the face of each post extending up to the soffit of the porch
cornice and roof, It is similar to the porch on the adjoining store
property, except that it lacks fretwork between the posts, which it
probably had originally. On the second story of the facade are five
plain windows with two-over=two sash and louvered blinds. In the cene
ter of the facade is a gable with window having triangular upper sash.
Flanking the gable are two dormers with wide eaves and two chimneys
at the apex of the roof,.

On the south gable is a one story bay window with single window
above on each floor. Set back from the plane of the gable, t.e thre«
bay 'L' is a smaller version of the facade, except that its door is
to the west side and there are no dormers on tie roof, only a gable,
Its chimney is located at tie east side of the roof. Beyond tie 'L?
is a low one and a half story section, one bay long and closer to the
ground. .
Upon closer examination this small section appears to date prior
to the other sections because of the presence of wide window trim with
ovolo batkband molding typical of the early 19th Century. This assump-
tion is confirmed on the two early photos taken in 1870 and 1880;
however, only half of the building in the photos remains as part of
the present house.

The interior of the building is divided into stair passage (central)
with flanking rooms in the principal section with entrance hall and
single room behind and finally the oldest room down a couple of steps
from the rest., A modern kitchen is located ih what was formerly a can=-
tinuation of the side entrance hall,

1ost of the interior trim remains of the 1880's period, including
slate mantels in immitation of marble, wide rather oddly molded trim,
L-panel doors, tall baseboards, etc. Both front rooms have plaster
cornices and medallions in the center of the ceilings. The stair has
turned newels and balusters and a walnut rail,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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B} SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

REHISTORIC —ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION _LAW __SCIENCE
__1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 FZARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY __SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 _—ART __ENGINEERING __MuUSIC — THEATER
f‘IBOO-1899 _COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- ——COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY —_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —_OTHER (SPECIFY)

__INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Berg House was constructed in the early 1880's by Fletcher
Wilson on parts of Lots #6 and #7 of the original town plat. It is
representative house of the period for a prosperous family. It is
also the onl}y such house in the town of Georgetown, even though other
buildings were being modified in the same period. It is also of interest
because it possesses part of an early 19th Century dwelling which would
have been constructed after the majority of the town had been destroyed

by the British in 1814,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



R-580
EIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
FJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

See attached.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

[§1F ORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
Michael Bourne, Consultant October 1979

ORGANIZATION . DATE
Georgetown Association

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
¢/o Richard A. Rosan

CITY OR TOWN STATE

Georgetown, Md., 21930

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are beind prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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K-580

Georgetown River House
' Rt. 213, Georgetown

' M. Q. Fallaw - 8/28/85
View to northeast
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K-580

Georgetown River House
Rt. 213, Georgetown
M. Q. Fallaw - 8/28/85
View to south
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