
Geo•9e~ov~n River House 
Georoeiowr; _, 

;Jr iv ate 

C ~rca 1880 

Georgetown·s River House is located on trie northeast corner at t!1e 
intersect ion of Route 213 (l<.ing 5treeU with Front Street in Georaetowr:. 7:·.e 

ma1n. f1ve-bay-w1de facade face~. Route 213, and a secondary, perpendicular. 

,...ear-wing facade, also with centrai roof gable, faces Front Street To tt-ie 

ea·3t of tr·ie rr1ain winiJ, at \ts east end, is a one-bay, :ower two-storey section 
tr:at apoears to be trie remnant of an earlier bu! lding that perhaps date·; from 
~rie ear;y nrneteenth century 11 five-oay porch spans the main facaae, and 

~hree-tay porches are on both north and south sides of tr:e main wing. The 

'rame r1ouse !s covered with riorizontal, lapped weatr1erboard. Rrver House is 
representative of tr1e largest and best appointed of tne vernacular Victorian 

l:Jotnic Pev1va1 countv frame houses constructed (jurino the last quarter 1)f tne . -- \ 

"lneteer:th centurv that are 2-l/2 storeys. five tia'1'S w~je witn central Gable. I : .,.,, ~ 

- -er'in··-iar" f'\-1' -t the IAlin·~ - r1ain entry 'A;ith acr-<'•- .(J r•a;r "antr--.' ar" • .::j~ ~_,Ui~ y1!di!d•_1... VY1!l:4~ f ti i _ .'¥Y
1 lo.,l} ._t;~;:,L ~l ii;~ IL!"f, \[l_; 

tioth r-r.&;n section and wing rooms r1orn it Fie·se r1ouses. sc:3ttered trir1)<Jgr1 

:ne uo::ier county, hac bay-w mdov1 pro ]ect ions (on one storey or tv,'c 1
, vr::ir/ 

1 ar:~e rn a: :-.. -entrv arc '."'\i tr aves, almost f: oor-t,:. -c e 1; ;ng ~ 1 rs >s to rev v¥ i ::.j.Jv1 ~ 

;:r;at ooerH?d onto a porcri witn waiK.--tr-1rougr1 access possible, and often a 

'::.('Condarv faca(je, also with central gable Other exarnpies ar-c ~,wan f-1eadow 
•k-c:; 007\ ivi.,,..,A !k-c:;F,c:;·1 i=<0x1•1ood piare 11<-f,i'-:1 W11vnr" pirlnuc 1v-F,3g\ ;::inr1 
1.·-. _. , ': •v 11 .. 1~\.' ,.- ._J.._;-·

1 
u._1, 'fY . l ~, \,·~ .....,1....)r; 11._,.\. ~ ''-'-.;'- ·.,., v : :...I• ·..J 

~ .... ,....,;r---- r ''- .. - ('" f 77 " ...,..r ., ; d;- ~.-. ~1-.-~ tf---ir -r·g1·na' o· ·r-r- ·-1-n · ;P r-· 1 ·• 1.;·~.J· n"U"-E r·.-u·" ... 1 ·1e1y· ,rl · 1LJ;..., i""'' 'lit'· U' ·1 ,,.,,1 ....... - · 1.J"l' ·-··._. 'p...i--'.i.- , 1v -> .~ ...J....11. , '· " , _ .... _11u. _ 1 . vv,, .... 1 ->, '-' ,. , 

F1e::crier· w·1ison and r!is wife Catherine, must riave been among the rnost 

orosper'.)U::: citizens of their time in upper Kent County This 1s the only nouse 
c:f its type in Georgetown River House is particularly notable for its plaste; 
rr·rn;--.- --;'irg r1r";;ngc anrl -,-.-rla'''r·r' 1'r ~ .... e t'•io fir-~ r~-r-\.' rr--rr<' o~ ~vi i "L >:;:'~), ~ e; 1 , 1 1 u 1 u 1 ..) , • u 111 eu 1 : 1 u 1.:i 1 i 1.11 vv . 1 ~ L - :i LV e I , 0v1 i1 .:i 1 

the main section. Hiese are rarely seen in Kent County. 



Survey No. K-580 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. 1sos8Jos&>o'-f 

DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic Wilson House 

and/or common Georgetown River House (Current) 

2. Location 

street & number East side Rt. 213 at Front Street (northeast corner) __ not for publication 

city, town Georgetown 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
__K_ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
__K_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
_!_not applicable 

----*- vicinity of 

county 

Status 
__!___ occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
__ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
__!___no 

congressional district First 

Kent 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ museum 
__ park 
---X.. private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
-· transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Mr. & Mrs. Frederick C. Berg. Jr. 

street & number P.O. Box 96 telephone no.: 648-5126 

city, town Georgetown state and zip code Maryland 21930 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Court House liber ERP 50 

street & number Cross Street folio 233 

city, town Chestertown state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys NONE 

title 

date __ federal __ state __ county __ local 

_..tpository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
_x__ good 
__ fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
--1l altered 

Check one 
_x_ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. K-580 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Georgetown's River House is located on the northeast corner at the 
intersection of Route 213 (King Street) with Front Street in Georgetown. The 
main, five-bay-wide facade faces Route 213, and a secondary, perpendicular, 
rear-wing facade also with central roof gable, faces Front Street. To the 
east of the main wing, at its east end, is a one-bay, lower two-story section 
that appears to be the remnant of an earlier building that perhaps dates from 
the early nineteenth century. A five-bay porch spans the main facade, and a 
three-bay porch is on both north and south sides of the main wing. The frame 
house is covered with horizontal, lapped weatherboard. The main section has 
a central-hall plan with one room on each side. The central main-entry 
architrave is large and boldly executed and the stair typically Victorian, 
from standard millwork parts. There are plaster ceiling medallions, 
cornices, and moldings in the two rooms of the main section's first story. It 
was built about 1880 in a vernacular Victorian Gothic Style for John Fletcher 
Wilson and his wife Catherine. 

(Continued) 



8. Significance Survey No. K-580 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
- - 1400-1499 

A.reas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation 

__ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ law __ science 

1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 

__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
_X_ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 

__ 1700-1799 __ art 
_x._ 1800-1899 __ commerce 
__ 1900- __ communications 

Specific dates Circa 1880 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A 

A 

__ engineering __ music 
__ exploration/settlement __ philosophy 
__ industry __ politics/government 
__ invention 

Builder/ Architect 

B c D 

B G D E F G 

national state local 

humanitarian 
__ theater 
__ transportation 
_ other (specify) 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

River House is representative of the largest and best appointed of the 
Victorian Gothic Revival county frame houses constructed during the last 
quarter of the nineteenth century that are 2-1/2 stories, five bays wide with 
central gable, and have a perpendicular rear wing. The plan had become 
virtually standard with a secondary hall at the wing's main entry, with stair, 
pantry, and access to both main section and wing room from it. These houses, 
scattered through the upper county, had bays (on one story or two), very 
large main entry architraves, almost floor-to-ceiling first-story windows 
that opened onto a porch with walk-through access possible, and often a 
secondary facade, also with central gable. Other examples are Swan Meadow 
(K-587), Ivingo (K-565), Boxwood Place (K-615), Hickory Ridge (K-639), and 
the Piposzar House (K-633). They indicate that their original owners must 
have been among the most prosperous citizens of their time in Kent County. 
River House is particularly notable for its plaster cornices, ceiling moldings, 
and medallions in the two first-story rooms of the main section. These are 
rarely seen in Kent County. 

(Continued) 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. K-580 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale _______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALi.J I I I I 0 W 11, 1 I I I I I 
Zone Easting Zone Easting Northing 

c LLJ I.__.__.__.--..._._. D LiJ .__I ..__I ...___ ____ , ._I .....__._.........__......., 

E L.i_J ..... I .............. ___ _ F Li.J I I _1 __ ___.___ __ 

G LLJ ._I ~---- H L__i_J I I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Margaret Q. Fallaw, Surveyor Consultant 
County Commissioners of Kent County 

organization Historical Society of Kent County date August 28. 1985 
Court House 

street & number Church Alley 
778-4600 

telephone 77 8-3 4 9 9 

city or town Chestertown state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



inr~;r; ar1·, ... r, pd-qe 7. 
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fior1:~onta1. lapped weatherboard is useo on all 5ect1ons Or• ~rie rnair 
- r .... ;. ' ... r· :1 I . .-i rr :1 ; r. r . , ~ ~ H- ... , . . ... .- " 0 ; c c.::" - r ,-i ~' . -. . ... r .... ....; , .... , · '-· . e - .-. fr. - r h r - r r•, 
-:.C:LclU.I r. ... lu .1.c..1U· Vv,ny, Lilt' e.x.pu.:.ur\.. !.J ... ) 'dllu L;-iere di t' UUUui l,l) ilt'l uu.:11 <J.::> 

·=1n t"e ol~J rear·v.,iina. which probablv has tiee'l ra15ed from i-1/2 storev to 2. 
'-h.-rr. :1''r. -... ;f1~r,----;n tr·- ·w·~-:.'-herl··-'.-·ar·--i .... :11trr-•i-·r·- !,. a·r;n rpr--.·-.ir'..- , .... , '-f-;:, Lilt:'; t:' '-" t:' t:\ :ut:'i1Lt:; ;,, ,,1e t:'al:1, i..JV u u: <.A1<.t:'! dL1V1i). /\ • :;..: i ~.llul ,_, ,J;I L1k 

ea·::~ enj·~:. noru-, bay, ind1catmq the probable location of a f·:;rrner ·:ellar er;try, 
Ar1er2 tf"':ere is now z window ~Hie sidinq is oroken bv a vertka1 l":Joard on tr1e 
f1r·::.t s.t0rey wh.ere the wing roornm.eets-the enclosed porch. This 1::. . 
con~:nuov:, on UH? ·;econc storey, ind1cat1na secjno-storey cnanqes. pernaps 
invo1v1rq erdarqerner"t above witr a riew ro~or. and raismq'trie heic:r.t fro:r· 
; - i I ) St 6 i' e VS t 0 t W 0 ~ -

·: t-1e roundation of tr1e main section :s br:c~. above stone. qrar:1t2 ~::at :s 
rouqhlv faced but 'Utib1e-1aJd, i:Jeorqetown probab1V Vv2lS the main COUntv port 
tt, r-c;;;,-C,:-iu thi<: •-:.•nr1u ,ri1uTir1n tr-1P r·11.r1otepr.th cer•tur\/ fror'• tlLJ..,rr1·ec:; ir; thc'p«J-·r• 
'-"'"' ;~\....~_.1 .. l- >..••1J ~._v; \_, U 1 ol 'j '-' ._, i \..,I,. .._11-..11 .. ll.. I'! lo oll '"1 Q -·-..J.•11 .._1,.I.... • .' -

r)i::in, ri-=it ,.,-i::i:::i N•1r.-1i:-ro11-::. ''Poer ro1Jr1tv hnuo::;i::is·-= fn1Jndatinns ar.:. c·,111lt v.11tr. 1r '-"..._,,_,._._.,_ .::..J, ._· ...... ' ...... ,,._.;. -'- •_.j . •. ._ ·'-J .!\- _._ _ _; .·._. ' ' _,._; ·- ,_. ,,_.,, .... ,v -··. -.1 

:-1pa1r1ni1y1 in the ear:v r.art -f ~r·~ cprt: 1r\ 1 At the nortr-1 i:ind -.r tr.e rna1n 
..... - _, ' 11 I • J ".:' ' ·- 1 I l ' . t-J { I ._ u I ,_ l It' - -'I I .... u y . . ·- ·- . ,_I ... I u I 1.. I I I I ' 

section. where the around slopes and tr~e foundat1•1n is hiaher. much of ~he 
.~r-:.r,; t .. > r · f1 ;. ; , ;',- ... · d·· i;. - -1r ...... - ,- ;. .... I-" r. ,-.~ .!- ... r, ... -r ;.-. , . ' .... i :..;• c..1:,e iuunua'-:Jn 1~ l:::'Xpose, •L dPµedr-:. LU .1ave 1,..erner1L-rnlic.d • .;e\t;,,et_. 
r,..,;r·t·::. Tl1'P m.:::11r. <:;Prtinn jc: hui1t (!\;pr (1 rra'·V; c,parp thP ioic;tc; r1.1r• 
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hortr1-SOL:U-i, wiU-1 tr1e axis of tr1e r1ouse it'ie winos have ce11ars. w1tt'i 
c-:mmun1c:at1on between them The east winq ce1Tar is three-51ded. appearir•g 
•.-. ;.. ... •>-.- .... ;·-~ r,• -.-, .~1-i~r j...li'1.-l'.-.,-, pr.rf-apc--v·C;n .-rr·-lat;r.M H-.o •r-rr1~· LI; .Jt:' Lilt' '..t::'::dl u, di. u.ue, Uu:.Ulllq,' t:'I ,I ::i I::' <::", µ t::'U ,1 l\..l Llh... I d t:' 

structure above it .After the burnfr)q of Georaetown in !8l3. 1ovver 
~· J.. . . • . .L ' • $ • ~ -' t t \ -' • ~ .I- . . . ,· ' , .JeorqeLowr: lwnere L;ils notJse 1s 1oca ea; was sa1c LO nave oeen e:·:tire:v 
1jestr0yec However, t>r1ck cellars would have remaine1j and may nave been 
r .-. - , ' .- - .-~ , t:' u::..t:'·.....i 

Ac::ess ~o tr-12 rnain, f ive-bav. rnam-f acade porcri is now from tr1e '~outr: 
er•d. f•orr1 which the balustrade h'a5 been removeCl and placed in the former 
ent:-y area, in tr-ie center bay. ·; ~:e main entrv doors are double and larqe, with 
tieavy b~: 11?ct1on molding. There 1.s 9r unusual large, one-light trarsom"' witr 
''u·ripr d-r·,.-i-.1'ff":<'·t.-. ,-u-·r1r1~r<: ru-u··r,·-ieu'"' i r>w f;r<:.~-rtru·re·v· r1r1·d-·1n-rd-L.-ad" \<il<1 1 ... ,r,i,;.-: ..,r"" u . ........... , , .. , l .... 1 uV \....., '-'1.J 1U . ,;1,,_,; ,1 _,.._ ,:i.._ 

1 
1 i 1 '- ""'' uUY'f-.J LJ ,,_, 

·Jouo•e-h'..:no an(j unusually ta1 1• with 1arqe 2 over--fou: 11qhts Thev car· t!e 
;aist· 1: f .Jr· ·'¥~a1k.-out access t,; ~tie porcrL- 1 fle srhJtters at lr1ese v~·ir'idovJ:; r1a\e 
twc sect10r:s of flxed iouvers above a s1nqie pane 1 tr-1at 1 s recesse·j ar:d 
.-~;~r-,1-:, r:1'.-i::.-1 ·;-;.-..... r·.:.r-··~' r''U .... ;,...;'r1g ;.- -.,... ,.~poiied u-g-·e--ar·-1-1-"·o\;e' ~i-1.:i '""'""·u•re--::;.i1jiiL:/ I .... :..::.\.:.;~. iilt:' ;.,Juilt'; ill id! • .:i dll LJ. ,j e IU U\...V !. li \.... ::;;,1 ~~;.,:; 

:we ,;erv tall ~o 'natch the w 1ndows The othe: shutter·3 on the house n21,'e 
rno\abie iouvers The porch balustrade is quite ;:rnple ·1 rie post·::, 3r2 :arqe, 
'3CUare. Jf'd chamfered, 'N~t'-1 scroll-sawn braC!<ets on the post faces to the 
ocrcn rcJo·= soff~t. :t resernb1es the V1/:Jr~-~ on tr-ie stc:e bui1iJinc fartrier ~.~;the 
north on Poute 213. wriere there is. however. a s.av;1n [.lart;211 ·::.pandre 1 

'l/;ndovvs e >~evvrie:-e in tr1e rna1r: se.ct ion and ·rnatn vv ir-10 are (Joub !e-'.iun~J and 
hav~ =--~\./er-2 sasr - -

Th•? centrai oable of botr-1 main s.ect1on and v·nna ~5 s,teeo !n tne r:e:iter is 
.:: .. ,-;,-,,,b;e-f-iUr·1J \yindow wit!-. 'Jnoer sac.h trianaul;;;r1v POintPd ·1 he 
:,:Je~therb;)ar'd ;S··~'ont;n 1J0\~·~, f~O~ main' ~a]] fnt0 t'he Oabies: t~i.ere 1S nO 
ped1rr:ent:ng Gr cornice return extending as gable base. as :s sornetirnes seen 
rn lower Darts of the countv There are tvv'o steep!y-aabie- roof ec dormers 1n 
~rie main-section's west ;oof s1ope: their roofs are broadlv overrianq;na. Tr1e 

{r ,t· ',-ri\1 - -, ~Or, lnUt' ... , 
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1;v1r!j'JWS, w1tt> their heads sha1 ow iv s.eamente(J. are doub1e--riunc with 
··:_,-,11;::,r--··< ;i-ihtc Tl-,- rq-jn cect rm tac :.~r-'r -·f -~jffine\!c tnr1;'1q· h th;: ri-·Ji"' ..:__ vv ...... ·- .,u, ,_....;. ,;1t' •• d I .....; L \....,, .l _; u ;.Jdlo U. l.11 ,, I y .. • \....11; vu_.•• ,_,1 .... 1,1 ,J; 

r 1 ;jqe that aboear to be either s de of the central qable They extend down 
tr1r~J-u·1n;.., f-hc hu-u:c.c u·-·r·1 u;..·ur·th, c·,·u'iec ur1r- H··,c ,-.:intra·,, ~,:~1~1' 1• 1 i._L"1'11·n tr·,c. cide rr·,.ur·-r11 ·:: 
Lo .....,11 '-' 1\... ; I --''- '-• ..J ..J LI '- \. '- l i '-' 1 U I T 'l/Y 1 I l ,_I \... -' • 1 >..! • 1-' 

• . .y;,nc.p fir .:io 1 :::w.:ic. t i-i.:iv c,.:irvr=-v ,,,_,_ .. _ i. '-,·''-J·----· =-ll'-,i _.._! -· 

The rnam sect1on·s ends nave openings only in the center On the soutr1 

end tr1e:e :s a tr,ree-part bay on u-1e first storey, the windows riave 
shal1owlv-seqmente 1j heads On the second and third levels 2lbove there 15 a 
r;,.,g:e \,.:,.,r;-,;:. nr· 'he norti.-. ~n"' '-i.-.. -rr· ;,- :A .-;rq 1e w·1'ndOW ~n eac-i.-. O' P·1~ t>-r.:ie .:Jlll'i 'IY

0

1.lUL··•w' v:I:...: ....... L:1e1U .... i1t':t'l:J ...... =;[i .... i.. Ui 11: ... Je Ji._. 

levels. srort<:>r or each succeeding level; they have 2· over-2 lights. 

The i:hree--bav main winq, though it r1as a central aable \and n•) roof 
,jormer::,) does not' t'"iave ;ts entrv in the center bav. bu(in the west bav. intc a 
small hall Tne wrno chimnev is at its east oable end. formerly for a amino 
; - r~· + ; ~ ' - d C -l t ' · 1 ] - -, L-. .- ~ · t i;' i' ; ._ ~ i-· . !"" '- .. -. • ~ t i- - t ~ ; ~, ~ hJ ; OU.ii:!! ep:ace an .... vluen !V a.:::.L L..J .,e: ve ~.ie r,:LL.1en ;:;LJVt! cold wa:::. 11. LI e 
vv 1 r•g tc· t11e east · 

The end wine is severa1 s.teps lower than the main wing. it is r:ere 'Jr: trie 
first storey that\vindow trlrn survives witr, a backbar:iJ of uvolo and fi'.:ets 

i=':r.;t-storev rnante:s are eiaborate rnarl~1 eiized s:ate cataioque items, 
:::•r-efabr 1 Cjt<:>d, 'N1th centra 1 keystones The stair 1 s 0peri str1na. ~vV 1 tr-~ two 

- - - r -. r - .. ' . -i ~ . ..... j • r· .-. ,-I i-. 1 - . ,-. ,- . '-. t - ..... - c-f '. :----- -. r - ! ~ - ,- ,-...... r c ~ ,_ -: . .- : .-. . l. - ,- -i ~ .-.. u: l ;µuur:L: l v LUr. lt'U Ja i u'; ter '") oer I edu. ; 'Ii:! ' di; d0f)ed. , L() ue w d j; IU L di iU i :-; 
·=cnt1r1uc,us till its end ori the tr-,ird lev l There 15, a tiold ::ewe' triat appears 
to ~e eif wa:rnjt. :t '.s cornooundly tJrn d v.1:tr1::: tapere;j octaqor,ai :-r:a1r: s:-iaft 
The sta'r i·::. dogleg. and at the 1."~n 1j1ng here 15 acces;s to the secord· storev 
N iliG. 
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i_JE":irqetown's P1ver House was bu t about !580 by J·.Jhn Fle crier w 1 lson 
and t'i!S wff e Kat~:erine Rebecca Wooda , who was one' of the c~:1 dren of 
l\ndr<?w Woodal 1, the leadinq, wealthy entrepreneur of Georqetown and, by ~r1e 
tirne of h!s death in 1906, tfie owner'of more than JO farms-in Kent and C'ecii 
cour~t:es 1 Wooda1l was born in 1819\ Johr Fletcher Wilson was a t1oat capta 1n 
wrw operated out of Georgetown, rie may have had a smal1 fleet. tak1ng farm 
·:?rnrror~ities.,to Balt'.n}Ore a')_d bri~oing city 1.tems ~ack. He was a sorof . 
.A.:exar1cer- V/1 :son of ¥V1lsor1 f-'Ornt15r1orewooa, bv rns first w1fe Whetner w:~r; 
f 1nanc13! resources from one side of the family or the otr1er. or frorr• ~he 
s~:ippir10 t;us1nes::., t~:e Wilsons appeared to r1ave been one of trie comfortablv 
c·rospe6::ius fa:nilies of Georqetown and in a position to build a fine house. 
~Jr1t'.: ourc:tia?,e by tr1e presenl: owners, trie property had remained witr1ir: tr1e 
or~~1ina; tarn 1 iy · · 

On tr1e oriainal plat of Georcetown (laid out durrno the 1730s), of 1Nh1ct--
-·r ·,, . .,. ;-,.:,., rrc~· '/ .- ;r 'if ~ 'Vt r -. ) :::.· ; Vi .,-, t.·t~ p+ i'°'r• t' .-,• 7 -, -: ~ u,:;·,.:.. ,,.u1 :e,urve, ~l ... v,\e::o, ;0.,1u .. r~11a,onq,.,,rn . .i,:) ,e_L,Kuu eL:..J1c,, 

tr1e wav from F:ont 'street to the Sa::safras Ciiver Tr:{e nouse is bui \ton tne 
' ,r,,-,er <=>,.u·-1 •1 f 'i (\ f nu-, -7 c.i- r·1u-i nr,rJb. -;-.h] \; rid-rt 0'"1· ; 'U- + nil-;' br :;,,-l i acnr-. t t° Ur' t rjD e ::<Ct ;: •./,::>n 
~ ... µµ ~1 ..... ,_, '""".' .............. j I ~I\ uu11 !"-" I,_. I .... I . '•.AU) _c,, ...... ._, \.,.. _,u...Jl,,. ... _11 ....... 1 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 
Berg House 

fl LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER Northeast corner of U.S. Rt. 213 and -Front Street 
CITY. TOWN Georgetown COf~SSIONAL DISTRIC~ 

_VICINITY OF 

STATE Maryland 

D CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

_PUBLIC KOCCU PIED _AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

~IVATE _UNOCCUPIED _COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_DISTRICT 

_'1lLJILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

-OBJECT 

-BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL ~IVATE RESIDENCE 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 

_YES RESTRICTED 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

~o 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

- _MILITARY 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

NAME Mr. and Mrs. Frederick C. Berg, Jr.Telephone #: 
STREET & NUMBER 

6 Box 9 
CITY. TOWN 

Ge-orgetown _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Kent Co. Courthou:J>e 
STREET & NUMBER 

High Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Chestertown, Md.,. 21620 

DREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

STATE A Zl.p code 
Md., 21:;;i30 

Liber #: EH P 50 
Folio '#: Z 3 '3 

STATE 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

~OOD 
_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETER IORATEO 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

vG'NALTERED 

_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

/oRIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

On the northeast corner of Rt. 213 and Front Street stands a large 
frame Victorian Gothic residence with principal facade paralleling Rt. 
213 and secondary 1L1 along Front Street. 

It is a two and a half story structure upon a granite and brick 
foundation, the walls of which are covered with white weatherboard. 
The principal facade is 5 bays long with a o~. story porch along the 
entire first story. Access to the porch is from the south end, near­
est Front Street. The plain double door entrance has a single-pane 
transom. Flanking the entrance are two windows on each side extending 
to the floor with two-over-four pane sash and louvered blinds. The 
porch has a simple balustrade extending between the square champhered 
pQsts, in all but the south side thereof. there are scrolled brackets 
on the face of ~ach post extending up to the sof fit of the porch 
cornice and roof. It is similar to the porch on the adjoining store 
property, except that it lacks fretwork between the posts, which it 
probably had originally. On the second story of the facade are five 
plain windows with two-over-two sash and louvered blinds. In the cen­
ter of the facade is a gable with window having triangular upper sash. 
Flanking the gable are two dormers with wide eaves and two chimneys 
at the apex of the roof. 

On the south gable is a one story bay window with single window 
above on each floor. Set back from the plane of the gable, t."e thref 
bay 'L' is a smaller version of the facade, except that its door is 
to the west side and there are no dormers on tte roof, only a gable. 
Its chimney is located at tle east side of the roof. Beyond tle 'L' 
is a low one and a half .story section, one bay long and closer to the 
ground. 

Upon closer examination this small section appears to date prior 
to the other sections because of the presence of wide window trim with 
ovolo backband molding typical of the early 19th Century. This assump­
tion is confirmed on the two early photos taken in 1870 and 1880; 
however, only half of the building in the photos remains as part of 
the present house. 

The interior of the building is divided into stair passage (central) 
with flanking rooms in the principal section with entrance hall and 
single room behind and finally the oldest room down a couple of steps 
from the rest. A modern kitchen is located ih what was formerly a con­
tinuation of the side entrance hall. 

I-1ost of the interior trim remains of the 1880 1 s period, including 
slate mantels in immitation of marble, wide rather oddly molded trim, 
4-panel doors, tall baseboards, etc. Both front rooms have plaster 
cornices and medallions in the center of the ceilings. The stair has 
turned newels and balusters and a walnut rail. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

I 



II SIGNIFICANCE k,-59:0 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

REHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

-1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

~1800-1899 
_1900-

-ARCHEULUuY-PREHISTORIC 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

-AGRICULTURE 

~CHITECTURE 
-ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATIONISETTLEME NT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRAN SPORT A Tl ON 

_QTHER !SPECIFY) 

The Berg House was constructed in the early 1880 1s by Fletcher 
Wilson on parts of Lots #6 and #7 of the original town plat. It is 
% representative house of ·the period for a prosperous family. It is 
also the on:i,y such house in the town of Georgetown, even though other 
buildings were being modified in the same period. -It is also of interest 
because it possesses part of an early 19th Century dwelling which would 
have been constructed after the majority of the town had been destroyed 
by the Br±tish in 1814. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
f(-5g?J 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

See attached. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING ST~TE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Michael Bourne, Consultant October 1979 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Georgetown Association 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

c/o Richard A. Rosan 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Georgetown, Md. 21930 

The Marylan4 Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legisla~ure, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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K-580 
Georgetown River House 
Rt . 213 , Georgetown 
M. Q. Fallaw - 8/28/85 
View to northeast 





K- 580 
Georgetown River House 
Rt . 213, Georgetown 
M. Q. Fallaw - 8/28/85 
View to south 
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