
K-584 

T ayman-Chance House 

Near Georgetown 

Private 

1700-1799? 

This small, two-part frame house now on the east side of Route 213 

between Galena and Georgetown was moved about 1950 from the old Dr. 

Tayman farm to the southeast, near Mi 1 I Lane. The large, frame 2 or 2-1/2 

storey old Tayman farmhouse was dismantled to remove at least some of the 

parts for re-use in a new farmhouse. This two-part wing was detached, sold, 

and moved to the nearby location. The now southern gable-roofed section, 

with front shed dormer, appears to be the older. Though the interior was not 

inspected, the very low (but resurfaced) first-storey cei I ing appears to 

indicate that this section is a true 1-1/2 storey dwelling, one room with loft 

that once stood independently before becoming part of the larger farmhouse. 

Though the building has been extensively reworked, wrought nails appear to be 

part of original construction, and the wall studs may be riven. The southern 

section of the Tayman-Chance house appears to be a rarely surviving example 

of what in early Kent County must have been a very common form of dwelling, 

one room with loft reached by either corner stair or ladder stair. Some have 

been incorporated into larger dwellings and cannot now be easily identified, 

but far more probably have deteriorated and been abandoned or simply have 

been replaced by larger, more sophisticated dwellings. 



Survey No. K-584 

Maryland Historical Trust 
Magi No. ;SO S-r'<./6 -/<IO 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE ~yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

and/or common Chance House (preferred) 

2. Location 
street & number East side Rt. 213, • 7 mile south of Sassafras River bri~ not for publication 

city, town Georgetown 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
X_ building(s) 
__ structure 

_site 
_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
X_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
_!_not applicable 

__JL vicinity of 

county 

Status 
__ occupied 
X__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
-----,-- yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
X__no 

congressional district First 

Kent 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ museum 
__ park 
__ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
_x_ other: storage 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name John Chance 

street & number telephone no.: 

city, town Henderson state and zip code Maryland 21640 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Court House liber WHG 25 

street & number Cross Street folio 453 

city, town Chestertown state Mary land 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys NONE 

title 

·..,te __ federal __ state __ county __ local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
__ good 
__ fair 

--1L deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
___x_ altered 

Check one 
__ original site 
___x_ moved date of move 

Survey No. K-584 

Circa 1950 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

This small, two-part frame house now on the east side of Route 213 
between Galena and Georgetown was moved about 1950 from the old Dr. 
Tayman farm to the southeast, near Mill Lane. The large, frame 2 or 21/2 
story old Tayman farmhouse was being dismantled to remove at least some 
of the parts for re-use in a new farmhouse. This wing was detached, sold, and 
moved to the nearby location. The now southern gable-roofed section, with 
front shed dormer, appears to be the older. Though the interior was not 
inspected, the very low (but resurfaced) first-story ceiling appears to 
indicate that this section is a true 1-1/2 story dwelling, one room with loft 
that once stood independently before becoming part of the larger farmhouse. 
Though the building has been extensively reworked, wrought nails appear to be 
part of original construction, and the wall studs may be riven. 

(Continued) 



8. Significance 

Period 
__ prehistoric 

. 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation 
__ agriculture __ economics 
_x_ architecture __ education 

Survey No. K-584 

__ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ law __ science 
__ literature __ sculpture 
__ military __ social/ 

_1_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ theater __ commerce 

__ communications 

Specific dates 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A 

A 

__ exploration/settlement __ philosophy 
__ industry __ politics/government 
__ invention 

Builder/ Architect 

B c D 

B c D E F G 

national state local 

__ transportation 
_ other (specify) 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The southern section of the Tayman-Chance house appears to be a rarely 
surviving example of what in early Kent County must have been a very common 
form of dwelling, one room with loft reached by either corner stair or ladder 
stair. Some have been incorporated into larger dwellings and cannot now be 
easily indentified, but far more probably have deteriorated and been abandoned 
or simply have been replaced by larger, more sophisticated dwellings. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. K-584 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name _______ _ Quadrangle scale _______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU 111 I I I I I I I sw I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ ~I~---
e L..i_J _I ~----­
G LLJ ._I ~-----
Verbal boundary description and justification 

D LU 
F LLI 
H LLI 

I I I 
I 
I 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county 

state code county 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Margaret Q. Fallaw, Surveyor Consultant 

I 
I 

County Commissioners of Kent County 
organization Historical Society of Kent County d~e April 19, 1985 

Court House 
street & number Church Alley 

city or town Chestertown 

778-4600 
telephone 778-3499 

state Maryland 

code 

code 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



Continuation Page 7.1 K-584 

The southern section is about 15 feet wide and 16 feet. The later, north 
wing, with its front (west) wall flush with the earlier section's, is about 16 
feet wide by 14 feet deep. Both sections are two bays wide. The added 
section also appears to be true 1-1/2 storey in height, but its roof is 
considerably lower and the pitch somewhat shallower than that of the earlier 
section. 

Both sections are now covered with asbestos shingles over horizontal, 
lapped weatherboard, which is exposed in some places; some may be 
replacement material. 

The chimney, appearing to have been built after the move, is located 
within the wing at the common wall with the main section. Given the 
location of the front and rear openings, it is most likely that there was once a 
chimney within the south end of the main section. 

The door and window in both front and rear walls, opposite each other, 
are not placed with reference to a center point but set somewhat to the north. 
The materials do not seem to be original. The double-hung sash have 6-over-6 
lights. There are no windows on the south end. 

There is a single shed-roofed front dormer in the main section, slightly 
to the north of center. The sash are double-hung with 6-over- 6 lights. The 
aluminum storm window-screen cover face details. The cheeks are of lapped 
weatherboard applied diagonally, following the pitch of the main roof. 

There are now replacement flush verge boards, applied over the asbestos 
shingles. At front and rear the roof overhangs only slightly, and structural 
members do not appear to do so, only the roofing, whicn is wood shingles 
beneath asphalt shingles. There may be some very small blocking material, 
however. 

In its later years, attached to the larger farmhouse, this section seems 
to have been used to house farm workers, at least on the upper storey. 
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K-584 
Chance House 
Rt 213, near Galena 
M. Q. Fallaw - 4/19/85 
View to northeast 





K-584 
Chance House 
Rt . 213 near Galena 
M. Q. Fallaw - 4/19/85 
View to northwest 


