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Survey No. K-586 

Maryland Historical Trust Magi No. 15 0 5 8 6 5 7 0 2 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE ~yes no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

historic Olivet Hill Public School 

and/or common 

2. Location 
East side, end of southern spur of O.P. 410 (Olivet Hill Rd.), east 

street & number of Galena __ not for publication 

city, town Galena 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
__!__ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_lL private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

_x__ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
__ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
Lno 

congressional district First 

Kent 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
_ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
_military 

__ museum 
__ park 
__ private residence 
-X- religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Olivet Hill Methodist Church, c/o Mrs. Jeanne W. Wright 

street & number Olivet Hill 

city, town Galena 

telephone no.: 

state and zip code M 1 d _arv.an_ 

648-5742 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Court House liber WHG 55 

street & number Cross Street folio 521 

city, town Chestertown state Maryl and 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date __ federal __ state __ county __ local 

.... pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
__ good 
-1l fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
_x__ altered 

Check one 
_x_ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. K-586 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Olivet Hill Public School, probably built in the early twentieth century or 
very late nineteenth century to replace a school that burned, is a small, 
two-part, one story, gable-roofed frame school that was built adjacent to 
the Methodist church in Olivet Hill for the black children of the community. 
The tall-walled main section, containing the single classroom, is now covered 
with olive-green stained wood shingles over horizontal, lapped weatherboard. 
The lower-roofed wing, originally a vestibule-cloakroom, may have been added 
later to the west gable-end of the main section, and it also may have been 
extended. It is now used as a church hall kitchen. Entry into the school is 
through the gable-end central bay of the vestibule and also through a door in 
the west bay of the north side, directly into the classroom. On ·the north side 
of the main section there is a group of three double-hung windowns, on the 
south side three spaced awning windows high in the wall, and no windows on 
the east end. 

The two-bay wide, four-bay deep main section measures about 16 feet 
wide by 29 feet deep. The possibly added and /or expanded vestibule measures 
the same width but only 8 feet deep. It has a single doulbe-hung window on 
each s!de of the central, gable-end entry and no wi~dow& on the sides. 

The main section rests on heavy sills that seem to be on brick piers, 
though they really could not be seen. The remains of what might have been 
brick piers are visible on the south side. The school's support structure 
appears to have suffered from rot and/or termites. There is a pronounced sag 
in the north side, and there may have been considerable subsidence as well. 
The wing rests on built-up 2" sills, resting on concrete block, indicating that 
the wing is later or that deteriorated sills have been replaced. 

The roof of the main section is covered with modern, false 
standing-seam metal sheets, while the wing roof is of corrugated metal. 
Both sections have a plain, small boxed cornice. The overhang of the main 
section roof is about 8" all around. On the wing the corrugated roofing 
overhangs the cornice by about 10-12". 

There is one brick chimney, used originally for a stove. It is on the north 
side, within the wall, between the side entry door and the group of three 
windows. Rebuilt, it has a four-course corbelled cap (out and in). On the 
interior, the chimney is parged and painted. 

(Continued) 

I 



8. Significance Survey No. K-586 

Period 
__ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation 

__ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ law __ science 

- 1500-1599 __ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_x_ 1800-1899 
_lL_ 1900-

_x_ architecture _lL education __ military __ social/ 
__ art 
__ commerce 
__ communications 

Specific dates c. 1900-1915 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A 

A 

__ engineering __ music 
__ exploration/settlement __ philosophy 
__ industry __ politics/government 
__ invention 

Builder/ Architect 

B c D 

B c D E F G 

national state local 

humanitarian 
__ theater 
__ transportation 
lL_ other (specify) 
black history 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Olivet Hill School is a survival from the period in Kent County 
educational history when a small, one-teacher, segregated school served each 
of the county's numerous, scattered black communitites. Located near the 
church as was true in most of these communities, the school along with the 
church was a focus for the community. The building is an example of the 
simple, utilitarian, almost spartan kind of school built in the county in the 
late nineteenth and very early twentieth centuries. This kind of school was 
retained for use longer for black children than for white children, however 
Olivet Hill School seems to have been one of the last one-teached black 
schools to operate in the county, closing in 1958. 

The first schools for black children in Kent County were organized in and 
near black churches after the Civil War, in 1865. There were some literate 
blackes before the Civil War, especially among the county's free blacks, but 
those who learned to read and write did so outside a school setting. Both the 
county and the state had declined to fund schools for blacks, and black-owned 
property was exempt from taxation for schools since no schools for blacks 
children were to be provided. Until the school-reforming state Consititution 
of 1864, public education for whites was also in disarray, but the new state 
school system resulting from the new constitution did nothing to provide for 
the education of black children. 

Encouraged by the outcome of the Civil War and with a pent-up desire for 
learning, six or seven schools for blacks were begun in Kent County between 
September 27 and November 1, 1865. All seem to have been started at the 
urging of the Baltimore Association for the Moral and Educational 
Improvement of the Colored People, which raised money to supplement local 
monies and recruited teachers. However, during October and November two of 
the Kent County churches holding schools (John Wesley in Millington and Holy 

(Continued) 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. K-586 

An Illustrated Atlas of Kent and Queen Anne Counties, Md. Philadelphia: Lake, Griffing 
and Stevenson, 1877. 

Martenet's Map of Kent County, Maryland. Baltimore: Simon J. Martenet, 1860. 
Cont in 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale _______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i_J I I I I I I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LLJ 1~----- oLJJ I I I I 
E Li_J ...... I .........__. ____ _ F Li_j I I 
G Li..J ._I ............... __ _ H Li._J I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Margaret Q. Fallaw, Survey Consultant 

organization 
County Commissioners of Kent County 
Historical Society of Kent County date August 4, 1985 

street & number 

Court House 
Church Alley 

778-4600 
telephone 778-3499 

city or town Chestertown state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 
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i-oute of tre (.Ja1ena-3assafr.as. rc)ad ri-1av have t)eior•ged to ciacr~. .. 

i:.ire:.urnaolv a schoolhouse wa·3 built sr-iortiv after the 1884 iantj 
t:ansa!.~~fJ:-;. lt does not seerr1 ~J t·e the sur\:~\-~rr(~ bG~ld~nq.I ~10\fve\:er! \ivr1~ct·1 
aithoucr> a rn1n1rr:a1 cuildrna. ;s of Detter ouaiitvand w1th' fenestration r'·Jt 
~ounc f~-. ~.ent Countv b~ack-Scrioc~s 0f ~r'it- :coo~;·. :rH: or1q!r!a1 scriuo1 .,,v:Js ~aid 
bv a or an 1jdauqhter 1:1f Pobert Deaf' er, 1= atner me '=art er, ~6 nave ourned Srie 
\Vas nu~ ce:~ain Vi~iEn t~1e :~>j t,ui1d~na burned and ~tie ne·0.- one "Ii/as bui~t.. Frcrn 
the gr0·Joe1:J w'nJows on one iong =·ide and the h1qr1 windows on the other. 
~:owever. ar. earlv tv .. ent1etn-centurv bui1dina da1e rnav be inferred Tri::; 
chool rnay •jati:> as 12lte as the ceri.Jc of Posenwaid f='un(j schoo1 t.u 1 ] 1j 1 r: 1J 
:t~1cJ 1JGt1 it \Nas no~ 3 ;usenwa1ij-ass:·sted schoo: ~as ,~vere the Sharp:oWn artd 
01i::ir:-13n :chools" Trie Posenwal'j i:und or0r11ote\j 1indeerj reauire1j: cer~a;,, 
p. ,- i .... ,-. ~ .-, .-, +. i . r ,-, - µ c p Ll ,- ; :A ~I , y H·1 - - LJ • n\i r '.' . n q 1 ~ 1 ~ +- ·-~rt l ri n ~ l 1 a .. ~ ""1 r" - n (j ~ .. " ,-
·- ::. ,<~; ' t:' cl : .. j' t: ::. 1 :_ J ':' \.. I u .! , '- i \) ~ ':' i , . v' ._l : ·y' ! .' ' ' (j ! ! !_ d • I U V <:; ! . i .. 1 I_ ! 1_1 ! l , .j ! · J : . ":, 

.. rc0nt1riued:1 



r:v)ss1t,1e that tn1s scriocl reflects mat tf°l'rfr1rc1 15ee re~:c,rts for~· -:: 1?. 
Sr:arptc,Nn Scf-100~~ anG r . .-~-SCS=. C~:lernari Sct-iooLJ 

A sci-100: report for the schoc1 vear er1dmq Ju>.; 3~, ~9CG, (Lvnr,, p 4:2-43:· 
s0c:ws triat totai county t)lack enro1lment fluctuated oreatlv durmo tne scnoc:1 
,;ear (which tr1er1 had four terrr1s) For trie fal1 term (flarves't timeTonlv SOS 
were 0r1 the ro n With an averaqe (ja1 ]y attendance Of 458 The winter terrn 
·= hv-•\Af A;-1 1 ..J: ·:: t hr;; iQl-· the ~yer :-;Q-·D d::. i; \~ ::it t f'r1 1'3nC t'.-. 'W :::;5 U- .,~11 'v· c,<iC) f:' ,J·-· 1~ T i-1"' 
_!11 '""'-'-' 1,-.1A-, '-•l'-'U ,II Lli l.oi , !...ii.\.. U1rV ~ ....... .,..1 ~ U 1 . .._;"':JJ. • ._, ..._ 

otrer t'.t.'O terrrs, tne enrollrnent was rnterrnediate The Olivet H1 11 Scnoo1 
seen·1s :o ~L~·Je :Jeen Scrioo~ ~ .. Jo. 4 of ti-1e First LJistrict ~t\~ac~~~ schoo1s ·1~e:e 
n; _ _:rY-•De:ed ::eparately from 1Nh1te) Tfle teac!'er for that '/ear lS listed as Mary 
~- San-;psori. The scr100J report for 19:2~?-:·3 ([1 iffs tv'pescr:pt) shovvs :24 
e1eme'"':a1-v ·3choo1::. for black 1=r1ildren. Olivet Hill amono thern Tne o:dv hiqh 
:~l~~ic:,J:, erir;~1~inq 6 ti\)\/S aniJ =~ qirlsl vvas in ~i""H:,;tertoi;n. Students fr6rn t~a:-· 
outi\!lr"J carts c"r trie countv r-:ad-to be atde to afford to boar(] m C:he::.tertown 
~o bf: ab1E; tc attend and not be needed to supp1ernent tr1e farni~v incorne .~. 
few 'Nerit a'Nav t·) r11,:::r1 schooi, espec1a11v tc Drincess .Anne and Dover The 
~?:'4 sc~1c;c~ :e·oort s6o\,AJS :.~~ one-:eac~1ef b~ack sc~H)O~s an 1J 3 tV',;o-~EJ 1:.~··je~ 
3 1=hoc1<.:. C;l 1·,1et H11i errc11ec !4 bovs an:j 15 01r1-:;. rv1;s Sar:::ih Chamoe:s. ~·cvv c•i 
·:uaker ~·~ecr-,., ·ivas a teac~1er at 0:1·\/et Hi11 ab-C.iu: ~9301 she boarded a~ a r-1orne ir·~ 
tr1e cc1n-'n-un 1 t'.1. as was. cus.tr)f!1arv fer teacriers in the rather 1so!ate't rura' 
sc:··ic·~.:~::,. ti\-' ~Y34 there \.vere :11J b:2ck s,~·~;:joJs, CJ1ivet ~~:1~ riad 21 bO\/:.· ariC ~;1 

,•1rk. in lCl,;....,,1 1, 1 n' ,--..r,. c.•-'>r' .. n .. 1 ,, .. ,n,..,, .... ,1.1a·=1ti1 nn fi .. n ... ::.11v h::-1.d ,:;;ff.-..rtr·n hl.,:.l-~.;: ·~1-nnr·.i .. c. 
..... - ' ' ... ....,. , fV ' C" ! ' - ·-I I - '- '- -' l '::i - . ;:_, - - . . . . ..... ' , ; ·-· \.1 l.,.J . c \.. - C' _I .... ' :_,, . . - - • ·-· '- . -

3; ·/1.1e:~ :::; viih~te, t~iOUOt°"i ~ater. there ·v·iere iUSt f-1ine sct1001s fcir b~ack 
cn1~'Jre1\ 01 1vet Hill ari1or1q tr1ern The enroflrnent was 1 boys and ,i.J qir"s. 
t:</et: ~t'10uari ai1 trie vtrier F~rs~ 0;s:rict scr1oois except 5andfie1C :::c~1601 r1ear­
H11i1notori riad c lose1j an(j chi l,jren were ouserj t•=1 trv:i surv1v1na ones : for 
rns tar1C: e, rrorn Sassafras, Dzrv: s :--: f: 1, Go 1 ts anc: r-;asse1) ; t appears triat tr1e 
':E'C'Jn:J ..,..,3._''Jr t•lack evcidus (the f1r':t Oe 1ng during wor1d wa.r;; was. unrjerwav 

!he \)hvet Hi]l s.ch~J01 cor•t 1 01Jed unusua!h; late fer ~.uch .'.3 ~ri•al' 
Oi~trriodec.: builc;inq (~:--:e:e rie\/er \J-Jas indoor p~dn-it:inq). !t \fias .:.1c}Stid.~r·1 ~953 
?.fYi thP Dl-noertv A:ir,-n::1c,p{1 h•i rhp rh1frh (WHG c:;c:;,i::,:::;]• whirh thpn 11cpd it f0r 

~· j°u~1cai '.:~Ui~C; S-u-i: j'i (iq -a~1d "cr~.urc~1 ha f i, as 'orooab lv- ri3d be.en fr1e c;~e a 11- ~ 
?.]<Y\(J nj1<P!l th~ tr3(iitif'in".1lh1 r]1)cp rp];:1tinnc:,h1Q hPtWPPn ditirrh 3n(j crr1nni in 
;·:2-r1~ -ttJ~: ~.;. s b\i~k ~=· )r1~rC~.J

0

1i \ t; es- -crF1e-'s t~de
0

ri t'·; ~N ere-bused _Jt0. ::Ja:net ~. SCiiCJO] 
'r· ·=r·es•_ert0wn unt11 t!ie intearatior; of the cc:untv schools in tne l::ite ]<::JtO':. 
~vheri tfie·~, beqar1 ~o attend scfi.ooi 1n Gaiena.J E\,;eh a:-~er ~:-it- rrraior :;t:-uctur;J; 
c0: !ap-:.e inside trie church :::itiout 1979. wr1en the crur·=r1 was aban,=:oned :md the 
:o:-iGreqatiun ~olried -~Jor1n \//es le\/ cr1urcr1 ;n Sassafras, ~he o>j SCtHJ 1J~ ju;ldin<J 
\:.::.;s-ref_a·nec'f•=\r Sur,d::w '.:choci·use 1t 1 s st111 useJ f'.:'r rnat ouroose. ror tr'~ 
cf1i 1are:~: of ~fie area 
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Eleanora M. Lynn, "A History of Education in Kent County, Maryland," unpublished typescript 
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K-586 
Olivet Hill Public School 
Olivet Hill, near Galena 
M. Q. Fallaw - 8/4/85 
View to southeast 





K-586 
Olivet Hill Public School 
Olivet Hill, near Galena 
M. Q. Fallaw - 8/4/85 
View to west 


