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Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name {indicate preferred name} 

historic 

and/or common Woodall-Dennett House 

2. Location 

street & number Middle house, north side Front Street 

city, town Georgetown __ vicinity of 

state county 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 
__ district · __ public 
~ building(s) ___!__ private 
__ structure __ both 
__ site 

_object 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
_ being considered 

_!_not applicable 

Status 
Loccupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
.__yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_!_no 

Survey No. K-589 

Magi No. I 5o 5J'9 .54' 0 <1 

DOE _yes no 

congressional district 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
_military 

__ not for publication 

__ museum 
__ ·park 
_x_ private residence 
__ religious 
_ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of: ~ owne~s) 

name 

street & number 

Mrs. Charlotte W. Dennett 

10 Glen Avon Drive 
648-5219 

telephone no.:203-637-1215 

city, town Riverside state and zip code Connecticut ·06878 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Kent County Courthouse liber WHG 34 

street & number Cross Street folio 210 

city, town Chestertown state Mary1 and 

6. Representation in Existing Historical Surveys NONE 

title 

date __ federal __ state __ county __ local 

uepository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_x excellent 
__ good 
__ fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
--X-- altered 

Check one 
____x original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. K-589 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Woodall-Dennett house is sited in the middle of the block on the north 
side of Front Street in Georgetown, between King Street (Route 213) to the west 
and Fish Alley to the east. The Sassafras River borders the property to the 
north. Its main section is frame, 2-1/2 storeys high with a central gable, and 
three bays wide; there is a gable-roofed dormer with upper sash segmentally 
arched to each side of the central gable. There is a perpendicular two-storey 
rear wing with a slightly lower roof that is three bays deep. There are three 
porches, a four-bay front porch that wraps around the west end of the main 
section and a wing porch on each side. The west wing porch has been converted 
to a sunroom. The plan of the main section is central hall with one room on each 
side. The house is notabley compactly arranged. It was built about 1880 in 
a vernacular Gothic Revival Style for James E. Woodall and his new wife. 

(Continued) 



8. Significance Survey No. K-589 

Period 
__ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
_X_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
~L architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Specific dates Circa 1880 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

A B 

A B 

Level of Significance: national 

c D 

c D E F G 

state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Woodall-Dennett House was built about 1880 for James Edward Woodall 
and his bride, Josephine Griffith Woodall of near Sassafras. James E. Woodall 
was one of the six children of Andrew Woodall (1819-1906), who probably more 
than any other single person was responsible for Georgetown's eventual recovery 
from its almost total destruction by the British during the War of 1812. The 
chief late nineteenth-century entrepreneur of Georgetown, he operated general 
shipping, grain, and lwnber businesses, which some of his children and other 
relatives also participated in. This family was also responsible for most of 
the house and other building in Georgetown during the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. One wonders to what extent, if at all, Andrew Woodall him
self was influential in the construction and style of these buildings. Presumably 
the supplies came from his lumber business, and perhaps published plans as well. 
This house is one of the Woodall houses, sited on Front Street between two others. 
Like its neighbor to the west (K-580), it is a vernacular Victorian Gothic Revival 
house with a central gable, but on· a more modest scale and with less lavish details. 
It is nonetheless an important part of the Georgetown streetscape and a reminder 
of the late nineteenth century period of prosperity and economic activity in 
Georgetown, whose business activity now is dominated by two large marinas. The 
house itself is a compact and nicely detailed representative of a common late 
nineteenth century vernacular style and plan. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. K-589 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name _______ _ Quadrangle scale _______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALi.J I I I I Bw I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ ~I ~l~ ......... ..-.....1 ~I _.__._._1 ~1---- D LJJ I I I I 
E Li_J I I I .._I __.__....__._! ...... !_.... ........ F LiJ I I 
G Li_J t I II ....... ......__.,_1.___....I ............ H LiJ 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state ~r county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Margaret O. Fallaw. Survey Consultant 
County Commissioners of Kent County 

orga_nization Historical Society of Kent County date October 14, 1985 
Courthouse 778-4600 

st.reet & number Church Al 1 ey telephone 778-3499 

city or town Chestertown state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

I 
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'he rna 1:: :.ectior;, far::ino ·:.ouu-, t·~1ward front Street. is ao•)Ut 34 feet 
1..vide ::iv 13 fee deep ·:lie wfnq, set :n about 12" frorn tr1e main ':;ect10n·s east 
ena, 1 s ;5 feet v.i 1 ·je and 22 feet deeD Both sect 1 ons are oable rocife 1J The 
r('-.;~ -.--•1-..-,'.- e,..··d·- :...a"·- - _;nq~e- rortoroc· 1• 1 ;ndO'" u· .... e-a-1-r1 c•ore\ 1 trie ",,,..,,, .. -i.!a:i: ::.eL: .. u:j:: 11·::,ii ved.:s1 .i ............ 11\...._.,.._.'v•! Yv 1J ........ Jl i y 1 ·~1 vv;i1 .... :., 

re?.r (nort!!) gable en(j has onl{two four-light windo·..vs l'i thi:- gable -

DtY1na 1935 the or1aina1 r''Y'Z·)ntal. lapped weatherboard of botn sectH~·ns 
wc.s cc)l,e'ed vV1tri German sr1ip1ap ~-vhite 3iurninJn-: siding. Trie arcr1:~1aves anc 
corn11::es. :::ire not covered. 

There appear to be two ce:iars. one under the wine with an entry throuqh 
::-:e~:::: Coors on the nJrth end at tr1e east corner. and the otr1er under t~e n-:21,..: 
·3e•:t1or1. v.nth a doub:e w0od· door entrv at the center of the east end The 
f0L;n:jat1cr1 ~:;of orar.gev-red brick trial once I-ia~; been painted :naroor~ The 
tior:c 1 -= ·= !:•r:irnop 

n:e ,-c·0fs are covered with asonalt stvnq!es The cornice of botr, 
=.2::~:c:::=. L=. b(hed, ar.d triei-e are buiit-:n qutrers ~he crown rnoldmc 1; a iacie 
C'/n-'2 r-ecta w1tn fillets The bed r0c'1dina·aopears Dlam C1n Cl2lb 1e er.d-S but . '' . d .... .... ....,...'h. i ' -· , .. ' . \ 

pc~;:;1t.1·, a i:vrna reversa un er ~rie eaves .. :lls rnay nave oeen diLerea receri::i. 
71;e ret 1JrnS :;re quite boid. about 18-20" 1N1dE' The roof OVE'rhanas the wa115 
CJr: ·-=;ide.~ and enos about 10-12". ~ 

-;·r-;ere are three chirnnev·.;. l!-1E ~wo In t!-·1e rnain ;ec~?on ri;e thro~q;r-i tfie 
r·)cf r1ocw 1..vitt1 1r: the room·: tc each side of the central riall. alone the hali 

' • l- ' _,. • • - ; : • , ' ~ """ • I . : -.-1 l- ""i--. ' ;::arcc1c1n wai:S ::-:e1 ,j;e DUl:t o: ueeD-rec1 Gr1c1,. :nev appear LO :iave ::ieer: 
reco 1r'.tec· re•=er·tlv ihey have o1ain oases :md a 2-cour-:.e band. The vv'1nq 
:·~ii::-n:ie\.' ·; \l.-~trilfi trie v.:a~! at tr-1e r1ortr-i cable-2nd. ~t·; constrtjction L; ~Fie 
sarne. t1•Ji it need-s reoo rnt ina · 

H·t> ·-na1n entrv is in the central bav of tne soutn. rnam fac21 1Je ! t·:: reavv 
.-·'' ·,- ·· .. r.- .-•.-.,.... ,.r, r,....-.,....- i-L-.e ,..·r·rrr . .;:.-u-r ':;.ri'"i •he ::.rrf-1itr:;.\;r. t'-,;+-er1u'°'r +-.-.. •r.;:, ' 
:.::.l-:i 1~...':1•::.':-:\..t:'+.--'U1--1~idlll\..il fJ,Jii..~,i:lU 1 

1 uUL. U\.-.:..,.uvt:' /\L~• :; ... v'....i\.... 

;J•Ycr-i ceii1na. Tt'ere are nc- s.1deliqhts There 1s a one-Jiqht transom ~hat 15 
sirn'.13: t..J tfie one at River douse n<-580) next door to tr!e west, but mucri 
sma 11er· !ts. uooer Ct)rners are rounoed. Thev 1s a deec, comoos1te trarsorri 
:1ar. -~~~e 3-~/C" ·-.vide tr-1n-i ~s D'.ain e,\ceot (or an inside bea 1j. Tf1ere 1~~ 3 
2-::ver··::: sect:on screen dO<Y. w1tr1 scroll 5awn corner t1races that rnav ·Nei· 
•·.o ~'-.,·· ,·r.,;;r::::'. ~t f-·::.·-:;. ·=r--~; 1 ;r·1t-e r 1·-·i--oi::.'n r ;Tl :rrl- Tf-.r. a·oor h~r. ~.1 \,.. ..... , 1 t: ,J , , \...! 1 1 l-... • 1 , ._ , Iv .:.i u ..J. I I d . , /y , l , .... p..; U 1 1.. .... '- 1 a , 1 , µ U i 1 1 ,.., • 1 JU. , • It' 1 1 u .:i 

..::. -c•':er -::2 recess.ed and s 11aht !\' ra1 ·3ed pane! s, the upper pair rouno-r·ea·je'.j 
-o.,c, ~.::ir::i>: ~ro mr:,4-.-; \·it~. he'::.·'\! h;-~e-"icn r(oJ-iir.q t[":;.t m-~. ae·=::. ";;i11r· .. :\~ ':""" ................ ,, .. ::l1 '- •. u ....... eu h1;,..1 1 ......... v,Y . .,_;\)I LL• J1 , 1 U11•_ ..... It ....... •11i._.u ._J ..... ; ........ ~je~ 

rr0d 1 f'ed oaee and beve 1 r:irofile !t relates to the panel moldin0 of ~"e 
:::-.,,•c;:;,.:: ~ ... ·,eir-· ;c rr-r· .. -t;::;rn .-hr·r r·.-rr-1vcar~ Tr;:, d·o,-··r-reiaht ::f-·,,f•r.rc :;.f+, ·;::...; ~.-. 
_., I ........... _ ._ . ., . . , I ..... , e . . ) l ! ._, ....... _ • , i ""u u. . , .:::J • ...._. • • . , e. . . 1...... v , l ! • '- .) , 1 u _ \.. t', .) ...... . . . x ..... c.. _ ~_, 
• i--c.. V' a: i r,n c.. ::i,-r1 Si ric. ::iro nor["• 3ric nnt nr 1 rl j na l T L-,o,,. n ::iy-p ;::.r, ; 1nrior f 1 vpr-< 
~ ~JtJv ~re ,j ~e~-t~ Jfi ar~d- aJ·~ t;V~·er .;;C-~ ~ o-n·- ;"[ r~ 0~1 ab J ~ ·~·1:1~v··e~ S~ ~. ,~~· ~ ·-, . " . -~ 

~~~~c·ndar~y' er~~r.;es are: ! J i:tt~ ~;-ie centra~ bay t)r tr-ie ~ast ,~~d~ of :i1e rear 
V/ 1rJ1J. ll't2 3 i3rqe k.1~':-rien, 'l·lrl~re tne rjOOr 15 four· Dar:e1 w 1tr·1 a:::'pl 1e1] 
ooee-ard;-~e\/ei-rnoidln~ 3fid the trt;n :s tf'ie sarn2, .=·~:a .Joor ;n~u tr-ie .<:~cner: o!-i· 

.. ~= C1 ~-:t i nuec~ .' 
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the oooosite west s;ae, from ~he now-sunroorn; trie (joor ana tr1rr are the 
;.::rrie as c'li the east side, 3) frun-l tr-ie ·::.unoorcr-1·~J soutt""ieast corner 1ritc tr1e 
rear c1f tt"le centra 1 r1a11 trwouqh a narrow' \29") ooenrna, where triere is nov.; a 
:s-::orit Fr2ncr, door irirn Is lhe ~;arne, trwuori the doo·r Nouid be 2 
re[1 tJ(=er.-1ent. tr1ough 1t r-135. a porcelain knob .:ind separate, app11ed kevr1,:•le 
E-SC Jt Cr·: t:Cr: 

\t-/~:--;::/JV·iS are a;i (jouD1e-t·llJnql and 3li !":a\:E- 2-uver-~. ;;q~1~s. Tl:e 
fene·::tr3t 1 or; is svrr:rnetrical 5ifls anij ~jout:1e. tne lower one r;eavv 1.at•out 
::'.-3/'"r: \v:r:dow rnu:.t1ns rn11te flat and w1de. The w:ndows aooear ti) ~Je tr1e 
SJff•e ht- 1(lt"1t on the f 1rst two storevs. ordv th05e cf the aable5 are SrJOrter 
Tt1e shL~~-e:s on t1·1e seconci storey ha~·e ffi(wable iouvers: ~ !r·;t-~~~,yev 
·~~,u~ter,s t1a'¥'e upper movao1e 'o~Jvers ~1ver a rece=.s«?d ar~c 5!~cr~t1y r3i·:e~j paf"°'e 1 

w 1 t:-i or on-i: nen t !y curved ooee-and-beve 1 rno 1 di nq. niere ~ s ·;·~id if-H~ : 3~C~i 
r:ardw::i1-e These SnUtter: are 5~111 l-\jriged, not fixed tG ~he V/31l ~ 

7 h'? \\l 1 nc VJ~r!(j()\v:. .. are aouo~e- nur?G \.\titr; 2- ~ve:-2 ~iot-1ts but ·::.t1c:r!er ~~~n 
~tic·;e of t~:e fnairi ·:;ectiori. Jeta:~'.:. are l~ie sarnE as on t:ic-;nain sec~jc:r-i. ~~if 
~e~:01,d-·~torev enc!'J~-ure ab 1:)\'e tr~e ·:iJnpc'.cr. ;_,v 1thin tr1e v.iest ~ l~ tor a 
~:2t:-1roc:r~ lt ·r:as a reJL.~ZJr -~-·-(yver-2 \,.vlndovv on ~ts nortr-·i \\'a11 a:il~ 2 
1 :3nce~-~rr:r'? 1:! 2-cver:..2 v;11n(Jovv ~r! 1t-:. vvei:.t ~ide. w1th ~ouve;e0 ·=r,utter~. 
:~~iaoec1 ~u rnatc.~-, 

. :-1e cen~:-31 aao:e iS in tr-,e sarne o1ane as trie main wa~i below, ~r:e .:.1di:-1c 
1 : cy-:t'nuou-::. f"om the main w::i11 1nto the oable The ce'ltra' 'N1ndow 1 ·:: " 

.=ollb;e-:-iL:i:C and wjtr: ~-over-:::-!: iohts, witfi ~:ie upper sasri rouncl-:12aae;j. Hie 
'.Jab1e: roof ~ind trirn are continuous with those of tne mam -::.ect1or roo; 
11-ier e ~ ~~ riarHjsorn e, unusual tr i ~n on tr1e cen tr a i aab ~ e i a~;c L::. ~ r-ie er o v ... i r: 
rr, 1nlc.l'inn r;f cvm-:;. 1Nith fi]li:.ts 1 '=. 2l"urliii:.ri :::-c, O. n thP n1a1·n rnof r.utJt the f:::'!c.,-1,:;, 
l, ·-' • .'-f - - : . •\,.J V '-·I I '• • '- - I_. ' '""'• J ._ .... '.:l- ! - - , , -• , ' - "• . ~- - -" 

ec!qe is-extended anc! is intricate1\t sc;-011 sawn: furtrier ca11inq attenticn to 
tt-1e cer~~r;~i t~av. . - -

n1e riouse ha-::. onlv t'NO dormers. in the "'la1r sect10,,·: ·=.outh ro 1)f slx·e 
Ofie ,-,n p::.,-h •:jco of t!-ie ,-pritra1 nat1le i r1ey ¥e .:et ·:1igt-1tiy to ~he 0t·•·:. 1 -1e of 
t~,.:, .;;;J.;,'""r.-a· :I ~Al 1~.d~w-~ o. ;--t1

he fi
1

r~.t 'ar·d·. ~;P, ,-~,...,~· .... t--'o· r~'/;; I .:.I h~· w' ind-·;,,.,<:,~;,;;:~ ' 
"'. l \.. - · \.. "- "/ ff t • _. - • I ! • ! - ~ ) - ... ._.., V, I~ ;) ., I .... _,. 1 , - , I i -.J 'f'f - ; ..,_ r -

-:_:-·:1--·r"--, ;_:._.;,-;-. :t'~tr. +..1.-.-. = 1 r·n-·~- ,-:;.11-i ,-'-:=.ilQ'J';1L1 ,-e\,rnert-;:\' ar,-~1e·-i ;;...1·-,r--· ;~- ·-:i 
"- 0 .... t' i ,· :; .:. .:; ' I 'v I d I ~I l t:' \j f.J ,.A:'.' :; 'A:;" =>I i u " ' ' : y :; - ·+ " - k .:J " y' • L" l... : ' 't:' i t:' ' :; (.. 

r!eavv s 1 11• or bas.e. that extends beyond the 01!asters The pilaster:::. are ola'r: 
but f;a1-2c: tnrnuqh tl'"ie addit10r: of thin scrc11-sawn v.ort<. rest:nq on tiie :::iase 
Tf)e p: <:·::~ers ha\;e composite caos The ~yrr:pa'lurn !S pla 1r The cornice;,= r;•=\~ 
:;o,\e 1:1, t>~./: t~ie rafter ends are ciosed en tiie1r uncJerslCe 1

;, ~rie ~n(js are 
·::(''J,:;,r.:. _,-,I;. Thp ,-,.,1Prhanq j·:: r.:.];:;;tiVP1V c:1inht Th,:. r1r;.-mpr ,-r,ool-c:. 'Aro r•:"i\t' 
~ -~; ~; e·~ -,/;,.; t (;' ti;e Va i ~Jrf: l :nlrr: ~=, 'i ,_:'.fie' 3"nci t-rie :ir o'o f; ri{i iri ate;-•] a]- '1 i asp~z/~ ,. • 
S~' i r~c \ e':- '.~-)ver \A/C'0d =n ~no le~. - · - -

--:-r:e ~n:~nn st.::?ir is 1r~ the c~rtr~• h]Jl ~t ~5 coer ~.~:- 1 na, \·Vitt~ ~vie tur·rie~j 
ba1Ljster~:, per tread. tr:e tread·; are pine. ·:here are sawn Steo-enc~ b:-acket·;. 
Tr1e sp3ncre1 :s plas.tere·j with wallpaper aoi::ilied fv1ost stair parts ar<:> ·jark!v 

tJiriefj an.j/\Jr varnishe 1j. -rr-Je stair is stralqht run a~onq ~f-ie hail''.; east ··lia~: 
')a n3rrcw 1:3rd1no at the re~W 0f the :rain section. ttv:•r: 1t rever":E'S cnrer:t1or: 
' -t- ... ' ~ '"h - r i ·.' +.. 'I·.·-· ;"1-· .-. r -··. ,- t- -. p I ~ r, .. 0 ~ r' . ,-.. c ~ .- ,.. r ri r .... _r, re· ; i--, -. 1 - i t ; - t- \- - r - .. - - .- -:J._ V''fii...,iUl\iy ,_vv\)i1Ju1e ::iLt' .:i i11L "'''e _,eLu1lt...--.;:...v1 y 1,a1 .. : .... :::. 1 u·ie,e~:Ji~. 
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K-589 
Woodall-Dennett House 
Front St. Georgetown 
M. Q. Fallaw - 10/14/85 
View to southeast 





K- 589 
Woodall- Dennett House 
Fr ont St . , Georgetown 
M. Q. Fallaw - 10/14/85 
View to northwest 


