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Newnam 1-'ouse 

Galena 

Private 

Circa 1915 

The frame, two-storey, gable-roofed Newnam House, at 135 N. f'1ain 

Street (west side) in trie town of Galena, is an eclectic house built about 1915 

for Chester Davis Though a quite plain house and without roof dormers and 

only a single, large, central wall dormer, it owes the most to the Colonial 

Reviva: style popu1ar at the time. It was probably built from a purcr1ased 

house plan. Two bays deep, it is a broad tr1ree bays wide with a central main 

entry (tricugn the door is somewhat off-center) reached tt-irougri a centered, 

double-columned one-bay porch with very low-pitched hio roof. The east, 

main facade windows are all grouped--either in pairs or in trirees. There is a 

triree-bay. nouse-deep porch at the south end, wriere a center-end chimney 

rises mostly on trie exterior of the wall The house is part of the variegated 

streetscape of north Main Street, with the earliest buildings dating to the 

eigr1teenth century (though they have been so altered they are not easy to 

detect) ;~l l of tr1e riouses are frame, and while most appear to date from the 

oeriod of Galena's greatest growth, frorn about 1850 to 1890, this. streetscape 

shows the dynamic nature of Galena's development There are severa: early 

twentietli-century houses besides this one nearby, including the one to t~ie 

soutri wrlicri is somewhat similar. a four-square, and a somewriat later 

garnbre·-roofed Colonial Revival Ail reflect to sorne extent the awakening of 

interest during the early twentieth century of the country's colonial heritage, 

which really began as a result of trie Philadelphia Centennial celebration of 

1876 By tne early twentieth century, few even reasonably correct copies of 

co lonia 1 bu1 ldings were being built Rather, and esoec!a l ly at the bui lder·s 

magazine olan level, the houses simoly evoked, through one device or anothe:, 

a sense or tr1e earlier style. The early twentieth-century houses on Galena·s 

i'1ain Street indicate that owners had turned to purchased olans rather than 

having carpenters bui 1d the farni i iar Kent County "standard" p Jans and forms 

of trie preceding half century Though this house, or the others, is hardly a 

radical departure in olan, it is sornewriat rnore sopr11sticated and efficient 

~han ;::)revious s1rnple Kent County buildings. This house also shows trie use of 

concrete as a new matcriai for residential construction. 
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1. Name {indicate pref erred name} 

hlatoric 

and/or common NewnaJD House 

2. t.ocation 

street & number 135 N. Main Street (west side) c." o z • 'U 

city, town Galena _vicinity of congressional district 

at.te Maryland county Kent 

3. Classification 
C.t990~ 
_ district 
_x_ bulldlng(a) 
_ atructure - ···· ,-..._ object 

Ownenhlp s .. tus Present Uae 
_ public ...x_ occupied _ agriculture 
:x_ private _ unoccupied _ commercial 
_ both _ work In progress _ educational 
Public Acqulaltlon AcceHlbl• _ entertainment 
_ In proceu _ yes: restricted _ government 
_ being conaldered _ yes: unrestricted _ Industrial 
~not applicable _!__no . _ military 

J'C.~ 1.(7/qL{ 

_ not for publleatlon 

_mueeum 
_ park 
_x._ private residence 
_ rettglous 
_ scientific 
_ tranaportauon 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property <sive names and mau1ns addresses of all.owners) 

name Mr. and Mrs. Donald Newnam-==---------------------

street & number 135 N, Main Street telephone no.: 648~5119 

city, town Galena state and zip code Maryland 21635 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouee, registry of deeda, etc. Kent County Courthouse liber EHP 8 

street & number folio 234 

city, town Chestertown state Mary 1 and 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys NONE 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_X___ excellent 
__ good 
__ fair 

_ deteriorated 
_ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
_X___ altered 

slightly 

Check one 
_X_ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. K-596 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The frame, two-storey, gable-roofed Newnam House, at 135 N. Main Street 
(west side) in the town of Galena, is an eclectic house built about 1915 for 
Chester Davis. Though a quite plain house and without roof dormers and only a 
single, large, central wall dormer, it owes the most to the Colonial Revival 
style popular at the time. It was probably built from a purchased house plan. 
Two bays deep, it is a broad three bays wide with a central main entry (though 
the door is somewhat off-center) reached through a centered, double-columned 
one-bay porch with very low-pitched hip roof. The east, main facade windows are 
all grouped--ei ther in pairs or in threes. There is a three-bay,· house-deep 
porch at the south end, where a center-end chimney rises mostly on the exterior 
of the wall. Though the house appears from the street to be wingless, part of 
the rear wall was extended slightly originally. The kitchen porch has been 
enclosed and a small room added above it on the second storey. The plan is 
basically central hall but with modifications. 

(Continued) 



8. Significance 

Period 
__ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation 
__ agriculture __ economics 
_L architecture __ education 

Survey No. K-596 

__ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ law __ science 
__ literature __ sculpture 
__ military __ social/ _ 1600-1699 

_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
____x 1900-

__ art -- engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce 
__ communications 

Specific dates Cj rca 1915 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A 

A 

__ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
-- industry __ politics/government __ transportation 
__ invention __ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

B c D 

B C D E F G 

national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Newnam House is part of the variegated streetscape of Galena's north 
Main Street. It is one of several houses there dating from the early twentieth 
century. Galena (first called Downs' Crossroads and then Georgetown Crossroads) 
began to be settled around an important crossroads during the eighteenth century, 
and houses as well as commercial and industrial buildings have been built there 
ever since. On Main Street north of the crossroads there are a few buildings ~ 
from every period, though the earliest buildings, appearing to date from the ,~ 

eighteenth century, have been so modified that they are not easily recognizable 
All of the houses are frame, and while most appear to date from the period of 
Galena's greatest growth, from about 1850 to 1890, this streetscape shows the 
dynamic nature of Galena's development. There are several early twentieth-century 
houses besides this one nearby, including the one to the sou~h which is somewhat 
similar, a four-square, and somewhat later gambrel-roofed Colonial Revival. 
All reflect to some extent the awakening of interest during the early twentieth 
century of the Country's colonial heritage, which really began as a result of 
the Philadelphia Centennial celebration of 1876. By the early twentieth century, 
few even reasonably correct copies of colonial buildings were being built. 
Rather, and especially at the builder's magazine plan level, the houses simply 
evoked, through one device or another, a sense of the earlier style. The early 
twentieth-century houses on Galena's Main Street indicate that owners had turned 
to purchased plans rather than having carpenters build the familiar Kent County 
"standard" plans and forms of the departure in plan, it is somewhat more sophis
ticated and efficient than previous simple Kent County buildings. The "breakfast• 
room" that this house had in the beginning, before its being combined with the 
kitchen, is certainly a concept from outside the Kent County vernacular tradition. 
Owners also began to prefer plans that provided for a bathroom integrated into 
the building's mass, rather than attached as an afterthought with disruption of 
the basic plan. This house also shows the use of concrete as a new material 
for residential construction, in this case in the foundation walls and for piers, 
evidently cast in place. New methods and layout for floor framing were prescribed 
by the purchased plans and followed, a contrast to the simple framing of earlier 
vernacular buildings planned by local carpenters. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. K-596 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name _______ _ Quadrangle scale _______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALJ.J I I I I I I I I I I 8 W I I 1 I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title 

organization 

Margaret 0. Fallaw. Survey Consultant 
County Conunissioners of Kent County 
Historical Society of Kent County date November 15 1985 

778-4600 
street & number 

Courthouse 
Church Alley telephone 778-3499 

city or town Chestertown state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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The ~·Jewnam house is about 40 feet wide and 26-8" deec on tr1e livrna 
:-oom end. -! rie north end is deeper- A itf"H)uqr1 tr1ere 1 s a central ha l 1, it doEts 
not ev:tend the full depth of the buildinq The oriainal "breakfast room" was at 
its rear on tr1e first storey, and a bath(oom is above :ton the second storey. 
The rear wa11 was extended a few feet on both storeys for the center and 
north sections of the hcuse. 1he living room occupies the entire soutri end of 
the bui !ding, extending from house front to rear, but the north end contains 
tr·,e din1n9 room in the front, witri an enclosed secondary stra1ght sta1r and 
the kitchen behind it On the second storev there are two rooms on each side 
of trie r1all (excludinq tr1e added room over'the kitcr1en porcr1) and a batr1ruorn 
behind the centra 1 hal 1 Despite the aenerous. we 1!··1 ighted stair to the third 
level, i~ is unfln1she 1J J • 

·: rie E~x~e:lor is covered with the localJy dominant horizontal, lapped 
weathe!-!Y)ar(J. with a 4-1! 4" exposure There are double 4" cornerboards 

Tr1e r1ouse was built 'Ni th two chimneys, but the kitchen chimney (for a 
st0\1e) 2t tr:e north end iias been removed above tr1e roGf. 1 t st i 11 cari be seen in 
the att'c. A.t the center of the south end, oroJectirig into trie porch there 
about 1S". :s a chimney for the 1ivlnq room fireolace it is partial iv within 
the wall and partially without. its steppina out for the firebox exp'osed w1tr;rn 
the porch and used as a decorat:ve element~ ihis r1ouse seems to r:ave been 
bu1it w!tr~ centrai heatina in rrind. the the fireplace and its ch1mnev were 
more nostalgic trian necesssarv !tis built of a pinkish-orangey brfck, Nitri a 
two-course corbe 1 led cap 

The r-oof is covered with asphalt sr11nales to imitate wood shinqles The 
enclosed ~ear porcri is covered w i tri standfhg-seam meta 1 The cornice is 
boxed, V·nth prominent returns, about 30" long. The roof overhangs the walls 
about 20" on tiie sides and about 16" on the ends. Gutters rae in place The 
crovvn mo ldi_ng of the front and rear is a larqe cyma rec ta above a _sma 11 cove; 
trie bed molding 1s a cyma reversa The sofflt 1s of narrow beaded board, 
pr~oa~il.Y, :t~ngue-and-groove. The crown molding of the ends is a large cyma 
WLh,. 1e~_, 

Tr1e wall dormer's functional use is to iigrit tr1e stair and attic to wriicri 
it is open Without beinq part of a pavilion 1 it is nonetheless sugqestive of it 
·r he weaU1erboard is continuous from the mam wall up into trlis aormer !ts 
roof is gable, and there are prominent returns about 20" lona. The crown 
moidinq i; a larqe cyrna with fillets. l here is a pair of l-over-1 liqhts 
windows, which- are aluminum replacements for the earlier double--hunq 
windows with 4-ove:-4 lights as are in the central bay of the second storey 
to light t1-1e landing between first storey and second, which is the reason that 
thev are 1ocated between first storev and second As 1n tr1e central-qable 
vernac 1...:Jar Victorian houses Of not many years before, the emphas1s was on 
tiie central bav. and t"iere it is executed or: triree levels. Trie 1jorrner"; roof i·; 
aab1e and covered with the same material as the main roof. Cheeks are of 
.J • ~ - l h ~ r i- .-. - d T ~ ; ; r ~ 1 - ; ~. wed ; t'. UJdr . 11 1m I,:; l.Jldll!. 

f~:e r11ain entry :s in trie central bay of trie east facade, but 1t 1S of:' 
1 cont rnued) 
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center to the nortr1, witr> er1trv first in o a vestibule, or air lock, and then into 
the nortr: side of the hall, with the star ris1nq from the middle of the t"'ia1l 
toward house facade alonq the soutr-1 wall. .A. pair of 15-liqht French doors 
separate trie vestibule from the main hall There :s a i2-1lqht wooden storrr: 
door The main door has nine liqnts with heavv muntins befween and two 
recessed horizonta1 panels below the lock raif The pi1aster trim is o1airi and 
4-1/2" 'N1de, but there is more eiaborate, composite lintel trim There is a 
cvma revE~rsa w:th bevel applied to a deeper board and a plain cap over both. 
Th1s so:-t cf treatment is. seen amonq 1<.ent County houses in qeneral r)f the 
per:od an(j rnay riave beer: the decision of local carpente:~. Georqeto;,,vn's two 
fcur-sauc.re houses of the same period are treated similarly. -

Secondary entries are in the s.outh qable en(j, rJn eacr1 side of the ch1mnev. 
from the oorch into the livrno :oom. rhese are 15-liqrit doors The kitcrien · 
entry 1~. via a south-end enclosed ·porch door -

windows are a 11 doub le--hung, and main-facade windows are al i groupec. 
~~1e first storey facade windows are in a group of three (with center window 
laraer)wr:ile those above on the second storey are paired. The end ·.viridows 
are-sinq1E>, except for a smai1er double 6/1 ir: the north end to 1iqht the 
~. 1tchen-, in the wes.t bav. Tr1e first storev of the south end has. no windows. 
witri the "French" doors on each side of tfle chimney providinq ligr1t. There ·is 
spaced oair of 4-over-4 windows in each oable end to liqht the attic. In a 
qroup of three 4-over-4 windows are also-u~.ed in tr1e central bay be: ween 
first storev and second, at the stair landinq. fv1ost other windows have 
6-over-1 iiqhts Tr1ey are treated as tr1e main entry, witr1 plain pilaster trim 
b~t .cornooslte h~ad trim. The cellar ha;s thre.e -1:ght.awnin9 wi~do_yvs. Severa 1 

or the rear wmao'.v:=, have been replacea or added 1,s11dinq, r 1xedJ. , here are 
now metal shutters affixed to the house in the side bays of the facade There 
are nc hir:ge marks to indicate that shutters were part of tr1e house o:-1gina1 iv 

l"r1e porcr1e:=, show classical revival influence, trds sort of porch \Vas 
often use::J in l<ent County with co 1onia 1 revival components The main-facade 
porcri : s centered on the 'facade, tr1ouqr1 the entry is not. ! t is one bay w 1 de 
and extends to the architrave of the side -bay windows. There are now wide 
brick steps Tr1e floor is concrete on a concrete foundation. The baiustrade 1s 
the heavv. stock colonial revival one seen on the end porch. \v1tli balusters. 
1-3/4" ;qjare There is a pair of entas1zed columns at the front corners, 
connectecl bv the balustrade There are no enqaqed columns; the balustrade 
terminate:::, at the ho-Jse wall. ihe columns are ~riot the same as the end 
porer, s. but simoler The roof 15 a verv lovv hip, actuallv with the columns 
oivma a sen~,e of a rn1ddle nineteenth-C:enturv classica1'reviva1 porer: Trif'rt> 
3re t:iji1~-ir gutters. ' 

Some of the floorino (narrow) on the interior is laid ir. an interesting, 
unsual rnanner, in concentric rectangles. The flooring of the breakfast morn 
vvas done that wav but is now covered It remains exposed in the dinina room 
and in ~'.":t:· second.:.storey r1a1: At least the first-storey riall flooring is 
narrow tonoue-and- qroove oak. Second-storev floorino is narrow, 
to~gue - •.. ,~gro0 ,,- {:l-dge grair1 pine -,1-.~ -+a1·..: does not-r;se from the entrv, bu~ .... :1 -ailt .. - uve_ - Ill I. i:1e::iL I . I. I 11..I ·•\..I/ 1 L 

i'. continued) 
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rather toward 1t, from the approximate center of the hall's depth, with a wide 
opening to the living roorn adjacent. The stair is dogleg, with a stepped 
landing It is open-string with two square balusters per tread on the first run 
and trier: three. The newel is Federal or "colonial" reproduct10n. 'vvith sauare 
base and cylindrical, entas1zerj shaft. it has a c 3-1/2" diameter at its 
u1idect Th. r.rr 1·c ::< ,-·r·-·<'1 rOLJ"de-1 ~ap 'he ra1·;1 jr r.ort'"LJOLJr 'iitb ~h~ --::ip vv i .:> i.... i : e I e .....; u :; 1 11 u 1 I 1 , . u L - . , • 1 • 1 i • :; L • ) i... : 1 1 .:J J. 1 i.. I i L i e '-.:.. . 
interior walls are piaster on lath, painted and oapered 



GALENA BUSINESS RllPERENCES. · G. ·w. WILLIAMS, Blacksmith and Carriage-ma
.JORGE STEEL, Manufacturer of, and Dealer in - --ker. ;..Horse-shoeing -and Repairing neatly and 

Pumps of all kinds. ·Also Repairin& done &t <Sbor:t-:- · '· · promptly done.-· 
Notice. · _. G. W. LYBOLD, ·Machinist and Engineer. Also 

GEO. '1'. :McCAULEY, Dealer in Groceries -and . Agent for Buckeye Reapers and Mowers and Sweep 
Provisions. All kinds of Salt Meats, Fish, Flour, Stake Threshers, Eclipse Engine, Birdal Oover 
'Meal Choice Cigars, Tobacco, &c., n:ry lo~ for Haller, Ealicn Rake and Agricultural Implements 
casb.

1 
· :. of all kinds. Engines repaired at abort notice and 

HENRY PARR, Manufacturer and Dealer in Sad- reasonable,, terms . 
..J•-- 'l.J'---- ,'ITL!-- T-.-t.,. 'T-t:-- "·- •••--., ... ...,...,....,.._......, -· • · ~ ,.... - - ..... 
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K- 596 
Newnam House 
Main Street, Galena 
M. Q. Fallaw - 8/20/86 
View to northwest 





K-596 
Newnam House 
Main Street, Galena 
M. Q. Fallaw - 8/20/86 
View to east 


