
circa 1813 

Site of Galena Silver Mine 

Near Ga:ena 

Private 

: n tile wooded escarpment triat bounds tr1e nortrieast s 1de of tne p :ateau 

on which the old black community of Olivet Hill 1s located, east of Galena. 1s 

tne traditional site of a siiver mine triat operated. apparently briefly. m the 

ear1v nineteenth century. There are no longer any above-ground remains to 

1ndicate tne presence of sucr1 a mine, onlv a sunken area about 15 feet w1de oy 

about 4CJ to 50 feet long perpendicular to the escarpment it is said to tie t:-.e 

co1lapsed and eroded entrv tunnel. -:-r1C!UOr> the e.x.istence of the si:ver mine 
I -

cannot oe well documented. the oral tradition kept trie story alive of an 

rnargina; :v successful one and ceased operations durrng the perio,j of 

ant1cio21t:on of British attack in 1813, silver articles from its ore were said 

to nave been made in Phi Jaae lphia in recognition of the one-t 1rne nearbv 

r-nme. the Town of Galena m 1860 derived its narne frorn one Kin(j of s1Jver ore. 

wl-iet:Jer u not triis was actually tr,e type found here. The site rnav still riave 

arcneolog1cal significance 



Survey No. K-597 

Maryland Historical Trust 
Magi No. 1505975327 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE ~yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Site of Galena Silver Mine 

and/or common 

2. Location 
Northeast side of-embankment northeast of Olivet Hill, southwest 

street&number of east fork of Mill Creek; .2 mjles south _notforpublication 

of Rt. 290 & .2 miles west of Jim Davis Road, east of Galena 
city, town Ga 1 en a ---*--vicinity of congressional district 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
_ building(s) 
_structure 
__x_ site 

_object 

Ownership 
_public 
___l private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

county Kent 

Status 
_occupied 
i·unoccupied 
_work in progress 
Accessible 
_ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Jeanne Washington Wright and Roosevelt W. Wright 

street & number 1714 Elm Street - P.O. Box 3749 telephone no. : 

city, town Harrisburg state and zip code PA 17105 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Kent County Court House liber 67 

street & number Cross Street folio 192 

city, town Chestertown state Maryland 

6. RepresentatiQn in Existing Historical surveys None 

title 

date _federal _ state _ county __ local 

~epository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition Check one 
__ excellent __ deteriorated __ unaltered 
__ good __ ruins __x__ altered 
__ fair __ unexposed 
NA: site onl 

Check one 
_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. K-597 

NA 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

In the wooded escarpment that bounds on the northeast side the 
plateau on which the old black community of Olivet Hill is located, 
east of Galena, is the traditional site of a silver mine that operated, 
apparently briefly, in the early nineteenth century. There are no 
longer any above-ground remains to indicate the presence of such a 
mine, but just a sunken area about 15 feet wide by about 40 to 50 
feet long perpendicular to the man-made pond below. It is said to 
be the collapsed and eroded entry tunnel. 

The supposed mine site is in a S+ acre t~act tha~ cannot be reached 
except by crossing private property. It is behind the property on 
which the most northeasterly house in the Olivet Hill community is 
located, reached on foot by passing the house to the northwest and then 
going down the heavily wooded embankment about half way. At the foot 
of the embankment is a recently-created farm pond in the east fork of 
Mill Creek. Alternatively, the site can be reached from the lower 
farm that fronts on Route 290, the Galena-Sassafras Road, from which 
the site can also be seen at a distance. 

The sunken area is said to have been somewhat higher and more 
level earlier in the century. This may be related to final collapse 
of any tunnel supports, though in termite and rot prone Kent County, 
it is hard to believe that wood in a damp, on-the-ground tunnel would 
have survived very long, even locust posts. An undated clipping 
in the papers of the late Justine P. Woodall says that old mine 
machinery could be saen long after the mine ceased operations. It 
does not specify the type of machinery, and none appears to be there 
now. Accordirig to Clinton Riley of Galena, who owned the property 
from 1968 to 1973, for a time the a~eq was an unauthorized site for 
trash dumping, frustrating treasure seekers who visit from time to 
time with metal detectors. The embankment woods now seem undisturbed 
except seasonally, by deer hunters, who have built high platforms 
along deer runs. 

Physiographically, and perhaps geologically, the site with its 
abrupt change of elevation is quite untypical of Kent County terrain, 
though it is somewhat similar to other locations where the high general 
land mass is cut by creeks that empty into the Sassasfras River. It 
is doubtful that the site has ever been evaluated by archeologists 
or geologists. 

I 



8. Significance Survey No. K - 5 9 7 

Period 
__ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 

_1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_X_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and ju•tify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric· __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
_ _x_ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
__ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications ___X_ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Specific dates C i r c a 1 8 1 2 - 1 8 1 3 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

A B 

A B 

Level of Significance: national 

c D 

c D E F G 

state local 

Prepare both a summar¥ paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Though the existence of an old silver-ore mine site stated to be 
on the embankment northwest of Olivet Hill has not yet been documented, 
belief in it and knowledge of its supposed location have persisted 
for generations through the oral tradition. If indeed there was 
such a silver mine there, it probably was a unique example of metal­
ore mining in Kent County. What structures related to such a mine 
might have been in the vicinity, besides a supported tunnel entrance, 
are not known. The site may merit archeological investigation. 

When asked about the location of the old silver mine, numerous 
older people long in the Galena area pointed out exactly the same 
location on the embankment. They had been told the location and 
the story by their parents, and so on; some had hunted fn those woods 
as children with their parents .and had been sha.wn its location then. 

Documentary_evidence is almost totally lacking, however. One 
hindrance is that during the period the mine was said to have been 
in operation, about 1813, no newspaper was being published in Kent 
County. The only newspaper being published on the entire Eastern 
Shore was the Easton Republican Star. Although such information might 
not have been published in a newspaper at all, that paper could be 
searched, as well as the Gazette of Annapolis and the Niles Weekly 
Register of Baltimore. All three papers occasionally published items 
relating to Kent County. For instance, the Gazette not long before 
the attack on Georgetown and Fredericktown during the War of 1812, 
in May 1813, did write of a report from Georgetown Crossroads (now 
Galena) that the local population was in great fear of attack from the 
British in the Bay and were preparing themselves, apparently by 1 

accumulating arms and by hiding things that might be considered of 
value to the British. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. K-597 

An illustrated Atlas of Kent and Queen Anne Counties, Md. Philadelphia 
Lake, Griffing and Stevenson, 1877. 

Martenet's Map of Kent County, Maryland. Baltimore: Simon J. Martenet, 
1860. 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale _______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 
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I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title 

organization 

Margaret O. Fallaw, Survey Consultant 
County Commissioners of Kent ~ounty 
Hi s to r i c a 1 S o c i et y o f Kent County date November 22, 1985 

street & number · 
Court House. 
Church Alley 

778-4600 
telephone 7 7 8 - 3 4 9 9 

city or town Chestertown state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found ·in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA; 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for. information and 
record pMrposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



Freoer1cK i::i Us 11 ton. a U1esterrnv,-r1 newspaperman who ~liJb 11sned a bc10~ 
;n ~916 called History of Kent County, Maryland. 1630-1916 (republ1sr1ed witri_ 
an update DY w1111am e. Usilton. 111. in 1980). was aware of the persistence or 
tr,e storv of tne silver mjne and devoted a or:ef section in his book to it He 
c::::i1;c: '" 1i:~<:·, _,._. -' . i---· : · ... .' _, 

in or about the year i·3l3 valuable and pure s1l'_1er vva:s roun(j 
nea:- C:a:ena. r·1rs r-1. H. ~·Jick1e of Baltimore savs. "Sufficient 
ouantit1es were tak.en out to be carried to Philadelphia and 
manufactured into i<.nee buckles, spoons. casters. and otr1er suer, 
articles." The then open mine or valuable deposit was closed, as 't 
.vas. owned by very ignorant wr11te and colored people and tr1ev were 
adv 1 sed to closed it. as it was about the time the British came to 
1'.Jeor-getown, a p1ace· onl-;.: two m11es distant. Hiey were told that 1f 
trie Engl1sh_k.new of this.mine tney would claim it, They never m.aae 
anv rnore e:fort to open it and trie war anc naturai excne:nent wn:c:-1 
suc•:eeded the war prevented others fror:i t3rino hold of 1t. wno 
otr1er·..v 1 ;e would have done so Two or ttYee years aao some 
soe•:1rners on this. tract were p1ck.ed up and tar er· to -Prof 'I/I/ ~es1~e 
Rurnse11, analvticai chem1·;t, and examined by riirn Triev proved to :Je 
horns i h;er. very pure The present owner savs sr1e is toe~ poor tc· 
:-,a"'e :t ::J:·oper1y rnined · · 

~ r-1er-e :s some question as to wr1etrier r1istorica11v the mine was once 
part of tr1e adiacent farm wr1ich the supposed mine site no1,N over 1ook.s :tne 
•;~,-t •arrr-, r.-c'.~ of r-J·-r·::. -nth~ ·-outt- r-;d_ rf i)~ .-,nur\ Qr Whether ;i. l<i'AC r--r~ :.:.:i~ I' l1t::'d-JL I \.Jd1e1uU ~1e.:i 1l.:il eu1 r\~ . .:..-:J J, ' ~· ':~ •~u..Jj.JC:Lc 

of 01 1vet rl1ll property The branch of Mlll Creek was likeh; to have t)een 
u:i:::eic as a riatura! boundarv. however. f"1artenet's 1860 rhap of Kent C;:;untv. 
diff1cu1~ to read. joes not seem to show a farmhouse at al1 in tr1e 1oc1tion of 
~r:e prese':: one, tr101...;qh 1t is not clear to wr.'.c'.": propertv the name ~(d':') 
CrO'.JCh sh~::iuld be attr1buted Derh3(1S tile !arm was once part of a larger 0ne 
Trie re1e\.:ant n-iap o'. :r1e 1877 3~~as of ~.:ent C~c1ur1ty sr:ows a farrnriouse in tr:e 
approx:1rnate 1ocat ior, of the present O"':? The ciwner is shown as C L Hie~ le. 
a1sc- s:-1 1:~1 v.r: as tr:e awrier- of a house aionq the old road (riot trie present route) 
ne::ir ~r1e r1c1rth end of the r•·i11 DGnd for .Anthonys Mil] to the north 't !S quite 
poss1b1e that F:ederick Usilton, in preparatiori for riis 1 1~16 tiook.1 cor·:suited 
fv1r5. fy! Y N1cr le of f'.,aJ t imore t•ecause of rier re 1 at ionshp to the t-.Jic'< le f arn i1·/ 
~:;at once owned tr,e farm near the :nine Perhaos r:er test1monv ca:1 be 
con·::.1dered trustworthy, thouqh she was s:::1ea1< ino of vvhat had occurred 100 
year·;~ar:~e:-. .·· ~ · -

: !ci1tori 1C: not very ,-:ear in ::pea~·1nn of the rnir·e'<:, heiin0 nwnC>d bv r1otri ._.."'""I 1 . I i -.J I I \..- I ·' \....- l I 1 i _; 1'-, I,':' , .._, I I 1 I _, ;..J\.,. •~ V I•"- . i -.. "-' 

"1,.vh1te an(J coL:wed oeop~e · it is auest1onable whetr1er it would be owned bv 
suer-: 3 arouo rather trian one !ndividual or familv. The property mav r1ave been 
'=l\1\irie 1j t"31rly early ir trie n1neteenth century b+ free tdacks, who earlv beqan a 
cornmunitv ln what 1s now ca1ied Olivet Hill 1 r1e earliest biac~, ownersrifp :n 
Oi1ve~ hill was not researche(j, however, triouah ;t W3S discovered t0 have 
so rn e ti 1 3 c k ·J ~v n er ·; h i µ ~ :-: : 8 S ~ . .., 

T•-iJuqr1 no one llt)\·V seems to know wriv, Olivet Hi~i seems to r1ave been 
- (continued 1 
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known a<.: (liiver:: ~-1111 Whether tt"ns :;. a popular corruption of Olivet or 

ind1cates possible one-time ownersh p bv a person named Oliver is not known 
:>..Jowever. some older local peooie refer to it by that name, and it rjoes appear 
in deeds. !tis oossible that the narne Olivet Hill came into common usaae as 
a mod1fication'of Oliver's Hill, especially considerinq the fact that the -
Methodist church in Galena, within view of Olivet Hill, bears the name Olivet 
:md the fact that the first church buildinq of the black. Methodist conqreqation 
of 0~1vet ~111 was the old one from Olivef Church, qiven to the blacks~· ~Fie 
black con 1Jreqation'5 later ( c 1905) bui ldinq'5 corner5tone bears the name 
n: 'v·;::it r-htirrh' ac · 1 e·1 1 ro: ut no~ u- 11·vet H1· 11 i -··Howev ~r the n-me 1 i1 i\iet ma'' n -.t ~.l ~- ~ ..... 1.-11 _, v. I' L. '- I I ll;. ; e ';. .Id. v .. \I ~'' y UL 

have been attached to the Galena white Methodist church unti1 well 1nto the 
nineteentr-1 century ;t earlier seems to have been known s1mp:v as tr:e 
;-1e~r-1,yj1st churcri at 13a1ena. it. in turn. mav have taken the name Ol1vet a~. a 
r·.1~r,· ,-,,, ·.•1,J·-Tr«:: frnr1-, the. r1earui-.,,·vr·,'1·i"er'cf-li11' µlu'f Vil 'i'W; ....... ...; 11 ...,, I ... ,J\.., I t ,"I IV ....; ;;,;,. 

An attempt to trace the title of the presumed mine prooert·..,,- was :r1ade 
~mo finally given u~ when prooer_ty de5cr1ption5 were, no longer c)ear and the 
:es .. earcner \Nas no ,or;ger sur.e or .wnat pro.perty was ::;eing tracea. Howe.··ver, 
at 1eas.t sorne of the u1ivet Hill plateau. the hiqh oround between the two 
1-.c.::.·-lw::.ter i-·,r::.nL-t--iec ,,f Hi11 r-rc.eL: c:c.eri-1~ furn: a'io h-e: 'Or1a.-·rl +r, free 0' 1::..-''c. O''i+o ,!\..wUvt--.. . ~1 l-11 ;1 ...., vi • • 1,, L '-" r· .. .....)\...- ,..J ... ; 'rl\... LI I I _,t:'U L._1 1 iuLr--. ._,. .U .... 1... 

early in the rimeteentn ceritury !tis said by present Olivet Hill residents 
tr1at one of the Galena wri1te families. the Scotts (perhaps Dr. Edward or 
Cornelius .__i 1, was responsible for the black acquislt1on of propertv in Ol 1vet 
Hi11, bv q1v!nq some to worthy one-time slaves. but no evidence of th'.s was 
found· •.{owe1ier. Olivet Hi11 is one of the countv's oidest biack cornrriunities 
ar:c: an area w~iere blac~~s owned property befor'e tr1e C1v11 \"'/ar it continues 
todav as :1 cohesive commun1u most of its residents trie descendants of 
severa1 ear:v families and re13ted to eacr1 other i:: some way. (See :eports 
f 1)r v.-364, Olivet Hill Method1st Churcr:. and k'-566. Olivet Hill Scr,ooi ! Hie 
prese:i: ov.mer of tr1e tract is J descendant of one of its apparent ear\1 ::iwners 
1 Tt-\crna: Peaker 1_ thouqr1 owner:.hip was not continued uninterrupted w 1 thin 
:.::e '. Jrr:: >/ -

what is certain is tr1at trie S+ acre tract was owned by Thomas Peaker at 
the time of his (jeath .A 1914 deed UTD 32/277) describes the property as the 
"r-esidue of the property that was devised by Thomas Peaker to riis 
descendants.· Between Thomas Peaker's death in the 1870s and the 1914 dee1l 
it evidentlv had been passed down in riis farnilv. Tr1e 1873 w1l1 (probated in 
1876) of Tnomas Peaker distributes a consider'ab1e amount of lan1j to h15 
children anc otr1er family members His name was rr:1sspeiled Peaca m tr1e 
w1l•, al·:.o rr1sspel1ed Paca in some deeds; Peaker wa5 illiterate. makina his 
rnark, out r11s descendants assert that the name was Peaker, e\ndent1v ~ 
'Y'l1s- transcribed from acce!lted pronunciation by the person writinq the 
docur-:ient:.. :tis not clear. however. exact1v which of tr1e w111ed proµer~1es 
me !udei:J tre presumed mine property. One of hi5 1eqac1es was inde1? 1J ref erred 
t 1~ as u-:e ~esidue of :-:1s estate, "botr1 Rea: 21nd perso¥na:" However. there was 
rio 1Je·::.c 1-iotion Several of them were noted as bemg near the property \farn-,i 
c/ C. J. Scott. A.11 bu~ or:e of the propert 1es l 1sted were in what became known 
as the O l 1vet Hi 11 comrnun1ty 

(continued) 
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A.n atterr1'Jt was. rnade to discover !low nwmas Pea~;er acciuired his property 
;r·1 u·1e 1342- ;ss3 iridex to tr1e count\/ 1and records r1e is 1 isted as a partv to 
five transactions, durina the vears 1851trirouah1869 The last, in 1869. was a 
sale. to t!-ie Kent County-Railroad, but its iocation coul·j not be ascertained, 
thouqh the rai iroad subsequent lv ran nowhere near 01 ivet Hill It may have 
been~in tr1e Massev or Golts area What is confus mq about some of the deeds 
is that they are stated to be for land in the third dfstrict, and Olivet Hill 1s in 
..... , ~ -i: i-~;-+ +h-· h' t'n- a·; •~;-+- ~-- h ·- 'r- ,. .. ~ - ' •• , '8'' c•'-·•r+ lne 11rSL u!Sll ILL, L11uug1 It' ISL! ILL~ :11ay ave Deen 3!Lt:1rea. oy i I/ vliVt'L 

:--ii11 vns. wel1 within the first cl1strict Otherwise, given adjacent ovmers, 
thev seern to be for Olivet Hi1i property. !n 1851 !saac Brown sold for $"16 tc· 
Thomas Paca 15+ acres UP 1/51?) 8oth were noted a5 "free Nearoe5." 
indicat1nq ever1 earlier black ownersriip in Olivet HilL In i858 Peaker for $55 
bouqht Jt}+ more acre<: from ! saac Brown C.Jf<H 1/65) On tr-ie same day Peaker 
b?~q~t one-g~a:ter acre frorn :::.eo:-ge Ra~in, also a "free Neg_r0"" for J~~(}t<:.r-i 
11 ':.16 1 ;'1 ieot isaac Brown -:c1 1a Peaker c more acres for $lb0 • .. _WH : 1 ...::':18! 

1f not at this pomt furthering the title search for the old mine prooerty, 
trie above sriow triat m antebellum Kent County there was substant1a1 
ownersnip of_ property a,mong_ free blacks. _Fur~her research. shou,ld t)~ done on 
tn1s c0rnr;·1un1tv. wn1cr1 11ke me otrier county black commun1t1es nas oeen 
litt led sturjied' · · 

A. current resident of Galena, Mrs. warren Gil lesp1e, is said to have 
jnher!te,j Cevidentiy througr1 the Ruth family) some silver spoons tt1at were 
made ir Philadelphia from silver mined at cJalena, po5sibly substantiating tr1e 
account bv Mrs. Nickle in Usi1ton's book. 1he owner of the mine prope:tv at 
the time Usilton wrote his boo!<. seems to have been interviewed bv him She 
appears ~o r1ave been aware that she owned property on wriich an o'id mine was 
located. but unfortunately he does not give her name. Locally the name used 
for the s:lver supposedly found in the ore at trlis mine is l"'iorn silver, but it 1:; 
not known 1f tr11s information is simply derived from Us1 iton·s account. 
.~h-r·-i---11, t-, n c;1. r rH ~ -"ti f .:... ~n r:. r ·J ;c .-ii , r ,-1-.1~,r·,..- -~ 
1. .. 1e .. 1,Ldlly, ,lur,. _,1:Ve1 \ ,Q1n:.11uer, Jum Ll e ue,man :_, .:i1.Ve1 \..iJ,U, Jue, UI 

chlorargy1~ite 

Wher1 Galena was incorporated and named Galena in 1860 \1t had ear11er 
most often used the narne Georqetown Crossroads, but a:so Dov;1n's Crossroads 
and briefly Colo•ester). the narne is said to have been chosen because of the 
one-t:rne hearby silver mine. Since triis was iess than SO years after ~l-it: 
supposed rn1ne·s operation, 1t is likely to be accurate. Accor,jing ~o iv1iss Ella 
~.~ - " h; - " - ' . .. ; r - . 4 ~ t - f .-· - .. - .- " ' ~ - d f' - .. f- er - '.1 i ' 1 ; - -:·:ay, .:u:.:., a :or1gL11ne res1ue11 u. ua:ena, une 01 ner yrdn : dL.i 1 ~, 'tv,: j 1dn1 
Whitaker. ha(j come from Ga Jena, ! 11 ino1s to sett le in 1'.jeor,]etown Crossroads 
(tie :-iaC ram1Jy ;n Delaware) and sugqested trie narne because of simi:arities ~.--i 
the rninino operations ir. the two locations Galena, Illinois, was rioted for i~s 
r1cri ·:;ulfide of 1ead deoos1ts yielding silver triat tiad been rnmed bv tr1e 
!rd 1 ans bv 1700; there was a rriniro boom there in the 1820s and for some 
'./eAr·- •r-,.-'r·e-•~e·r rr-r.-yr 1 -p·-d':. Pr~'t•ar,1·ca·J In fa~t ;t '~ n-w .... r.• 'K·r-i«T .,.,,...-t 'y u::, L.it:', di L I \t ;l, \..iV e iu u. :~~ I loi LL, l~ IJ' u lluL !U.-.l ~<:1-:i 

the base meta! associated with this -:.upposed silver mine miqht have 
been-- lead, copper or zinc. Tr1e first ar;d tr·,e last are more : 1~:'e1y than tr:e 
second T11ere has been no iocal discussion of 1ust where th mine ore m1qht 
,_d_v·,:, r- ~er1 ,.-Jjr1ed Ur1for+una~e·1y· u~1· 1 • -·r· •-iou·=·rio• ;r1d1·ra•,_, ust w·r1r, -, 1 ~ Ut:', , i::- 1 .i . ; 1.. 1_ • , J i •_u 1 '-' c _, 1 .. 1 ·~ Le .. , u 

Professor Rurnse 11 was or what his credentials were 
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Frederick G. Usilton, History of Kent County, Maryland, 1630-1916, 
with Additional 54 Chapters of the History of Kent County, Maryland, 
1628-1980, by William B. Usilton, III. Chestertown, MD: Perry Publications 
1980. 
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