K-600

Shrewsbury Academy Site
Galena
1817

Shrewsbury Academy (incorporated in 1817) was one of the
independent academies founded in Kent County after the Revolution. Like
the Millington Academy, it survived until after the Civil War, when the

county public school system was inaugurated.

The Academy was established at Georgetown Cross Roads, the
village that was later to become Galena. It was located on the west side of
the main street. The appearance of the first building on the site is unknown,
but around 1858 a new frame, two-story building was erected on the same
site. A photograph of it, taken around 1888, shows a structure similar to
other schools of the time. It is said to have had a vestibule with stair to the
second floor, two classrooms on the first floor and one on the second; an

arrangement similar to the Centreville Academy in Queen Annes County.

The building remained in use under the county system until it was
replaced in 1916 by a new school at the south end of town. It was finally

destroyed by fire.



~B0U C.1858-1940
Site of shrewsbury Academy

oaiena

agh

rivate

W)

Shrewsbury Academy (incorporated 1817 was one of the county's
independent academies founded during the academy "boom” between the end of
the Revoiulicnary war and about 1825, Uniike most, however, il 1as weil as
the Miihington Academy, K-218) endured until after the Civil war T was laken

Over Oy the county public schooi systern The two-storey, frame.

weatherooarded schoolhouse that stood on the west side of Main Street unii]
agout 1940 was not the schooi's first. But 1t was an example of of what, when

d have been considered a more than adeguale
structure. Simple and utilitarian, with good light and ventilation, it was one

of the largest if not the largest of county schools when it was built. Tnere

were two Classroems on the Tirst storey and one on the second, for the oidest

outicing now Can De seen only in pholograpnhs, it seems strikingly simiiar o

atter the turn Cf the century, when iarger, somewhnat more sephisticated
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Survey No. K-600

. . Magi No. 1506005540
Maryland Historical Trust °

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ mo

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic Site of Shrewsbury Academy

and/or common

2. Location

street & number  Between 119 and 121 N. Main Street (west side) — not for publication
city, town Galena ___ vicinity of congressional district First
state Maryland county Kent
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
____ district ___ public _X_occupied ____agriculture ___ museum
___ building(s) _X_ private ____ unoccupied ___ commercial ___ park
__structure ___ both ____work in progress __ educational _____ private residence
X _site Public Acquisition Accessible ____entertainment ___religious
© __ object ____in process _X_ yes: restricted . government ____ scientific
—— being considered ____ yes:unrestricted ___industrial .. transportation
_X not applicable —__no — military X otherdrive, parking

4- Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Harry Rudnick & Sons, Inc.

street & number telephone no.: 648-5601

city, town Galena state and zip code o o1.74 91635

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Court House liber WHG 74
street & number Cross Street folio 305
city, town Chestertown state Maryland

6. Representation in Existing nuistorical surveys none

title

date — federal ____state ___county ___ local

depository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. K-600

Condition n/a Check one Check one

- excellent ___ deteriorated _____ unaltered —___original site

- good —__ruins X _ aitered — moved date of move /5
___ fair —__unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The main Street lot on which Shrewsbury Academy once stood is now

incorporated into the property of an auction sales business. It is mostly
paved for a driveway and parking space; at the rear, buildings for the auction
business have been erected. 01d photographs now are the only source of
information sbout its construction, and none available show the entire
building. Said to have been built about 1858 and used until about 1916, the
school was two-story, of simple frame construction, and covered with
horizontal, lapped weatherboard. There were two classrooms on the first

story and one on the second. There was a vestibule-coatroom across the

front of the building, with the stair. Windows were tall and double-hung with
either 4-over-4 or 6-over-6 lights, or both. The main facade was three bays
wide, with the wide double-~doored main entry in the central bay; there was a
five-light transom. A gable-roofed canopy, fastened to the wall with simple
brackets, was above the door. To each side of the old Shrewsbury School lot
is an early, possibly eighteenth-century house, though both are radically
altered. The one to the south (Caldwell-Rudnick House, K-574) is also greatly
enlarged.

There is an old photograph in Usilton's History of Kent County (p. 25, 1980
section) said to be of the school in 1888. It is among the Galena memorabilia
collected by the late Mrs. Clara Virginia (Davis) Walters and gives the fullest
view seen of the old school. However, the roof is not visible, and it could not
be determined how many bays deep it was. The 1877 Kent County atlas map of
Galena shows the building as very deep. At that time there was a house on
neary every lot of that part of Main Street. The main facade windows in this
picture are clearly with 4-over—-4 lights, and there is a window over the main
entry. However, the number of lights in the side windows is not clear, though
they appear to be the same. However, other photographs, owned by Merrick
Huyett of Georgetown, show the side windows with 6-over-6 lights. Only the
first-story windows have tall shutter with two plain, recessed panels in
each leaf and sliding hardware. Window trim is wide and plain, and sills are
bold. There are double corner-boards. Each door of the paired entry doors
appears to have paired panels. There appears to be a small entry stoop,
probably without rails.

(Continued)



8. Significance Survey No. K-600

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
_ prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ____ landscape architecture _____ religion
_1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation — law ____ science
— 1500-1599 ____ agriculture _____economics —_literature _ sculpture
____1600-1699 _X_ architecture _X_ education ____ military ____ social/
— 1700-1799 ___ art ____engineering —___ music humanitarian
X 1800-1899 ___ commerce — exploration/settlement ____ philosophy — theater
2 1900 —___ communications ___industry ___ politics/government ____ transportation
____invention — other (specify)
Specific dates 1858 Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A B _C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A B _C _D _E _F _G
Level of Significance: __ natiomal __ state __ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

Shrewsbury Academy (incorporated 1817) was one of the independent
academies founded in Kent County during the period of the academy 'boom"
from the end of the Revolutionary War until about 1825. Unlike most of the
others, however, it (as well as the Millington Academy) endured until after
the Civil War it was taken over by the county public school system. The frame
building that stood on Main Street until about 1940 was not the school's first.
But it was an example of what, when it was built about 1858, would have been
considered a more than adequate structure. Simple and utilitarian, with good
light and ventilation, it was one of the largest if not the largest of Kent
County schools when it was built. Although the building can now be only
glimpsed in photographs, it seems strikingly similar to the two-story frame
schools built in the county up until the turn of the century when larger,
somewhat more sophisticated schools were built, though post-Civil War
schools most likely were built from either state-supplied or state-approved
plans.

During the 1750s a school evidently called the Shrewsbury School was
operated (possibly briefly) by Shrewsbury Parish at Head of Sassafras (now
just called Sassafras). A bequest from William Boyer, a parishioner, made it
possible for this either to be a school for poor children only or for poor
children to be able to attend a school that was not free of cost. This school
seems to have been administered by the vestry. -There is no evidence of a
connection between this early northern Kent County school and the later
Shrewsbury Academy, and it is not now known how long the church-related
school operated.

(Continued)



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. K-600

An Illustrated Atlas of Kent and Queen Anne Counties, Md. Philadelphia: Lake, Griffing

and Stevenson, 1877.

Martenet's Map of Kent County, Maryland. Baltimore: Simon J. Martenet, 1860

(Continued)

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references

ALII'II'IJJLIL[[]II Bll![lll_lllllll_lJlJ

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
I T e N |
3 U T T I A A Fld
(< I A I T AT O T A |

Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Margaret Q. Fallaw
County Commissioners of Kent County
organization  Historical Society of Kent County date  May 20, 1985
Court House 778-4600
street & number Cross Street telephone 778-3499
city or town Chestertown state Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746



one of the Huyett photographs shows the intericr of 3 £iassreorm, thougn
wmw one 1t is is not known D‘HLG the pictured Class consists of older giris,
t may pe of the secend- storey classroom, whom the ¢older chi ldren were
taught. in the years just nefore the end of use of this ouxd,ug thie
-10). As in

Sec«md-~fo'“\/ ciassroom was for hlgh school ciasses (grades
cther nineteenth-century county schools, floors were medium-width random
hoards, undoubtedly unfinished There wpre dark shades at the windows,
orobably windows of the south side. Desks were fastened to the .“,om", with
the seats fastened to the wr'rma DOFUOF\ nf the deQP behind. The walis were

,.t

slastered abuvc the vertical-board wainscoting, app ied only to the ;:w of

_y

the rather tow window stlls. The w_amscctma rail was continuous w:th the
sitis. Maps were hung between the three spaced w ;.;uUVw s seen in the
photograch and aiso on the rear, wmdowtp wall, which may nave peen the
partition wall between Classroorm and front -of-th e-bu’:id”xg estibule
According to f*":cf ary Caidwell, who attenged the schoci, there was a door
petween tne first-storey classrooms, there were arear entry for the rear
classro v entry from the vestibule for the front classroom as well
zach ¢! vas néated by z stove. A arge J,::ygrsund was pehind the
22h20  fence acreses the 'ot t the giris from the boys
At th ciosing, the
arade: ge or fo oz
prepar went tv Wnat 15 now wesiey Joliede inDover Tor ner
tast t )

Annthm‘ ; .uvett photograpn ‘dated 1910) showe a portion of what 1¢

fisige, w : al windc OWS Can be seen (0 have g-uver
and below the wpatherboarr‘ at the
=500y Wing 1S visible in the rear, wit
ay have been the vestipule for the rear
1S painted a dark coior, and the body of the




Continuation Page &. F-BO0

tionary war and the end of the Civii war tnere was no
ystem for public education, either in Kent County or
re was an tmportant public-schoel law passed in
howe \e:‘, :id not go into effect in Kent County untii 18335
-_roum invarious locations organized to pmwoa education for
Iren by seiecting a trustee board to adm.x.i::er the schooi, securing
r from m the S-tato charcxm tuition, and applying for state supsidies.
re par:m riy interested in providing schooi 1ing beyond the basic
. at the preoarafom or high school level The term “academy” ?hoparm
in shate statutes in 1778 A number ¢f these schoois, generally called
academ!es, were organized in kent County, but Shrewspury Z\cademy and the
i n Acaderny seem to have been the most endur ing.
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uuring the first guarter of the nineteenth century, academies in f‘-‘aar\,f?anc
became the m 03! dominant t /pe of schoot A J Danl 1aybaugh says nr

unpub iished paper "Private Secondary Ecucation in Maryiand, Ja-zéf“‘
acacemv movement in Marysar\o was prompted by ioss of Marysand youth ~:

virginia and Pennsyivania schools, by the growing opposition to geing abr

far an pgxkafmn_ [y the r;w_!ra nf rbp ¢ mur\f/ free schoois npnnrahu and
the qood reports of the few newer schools of the academy F\,Jpe He r::fe’
that "hetween 1800 and | ﬂ‘?w some sivty-Tive academies were founded in

A I
"

arviand, chartered by the A ssemb! Y

3
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o
&

During the first qguarter of the nineteenth century especiaily
r.there was cornpetition among the academie“ To S

;e‘ Lon as well between the acadermnies and the s
Jdm Wa‘:hmqf n{ 011909‘ for a share of th@- arr Xols
:vbaua; 1, 'Inconsideration of donations oy “he State, ~acr~ ;m 001
regul refi to furnish free tuition and textbooks for one
eﬂ‘ doliare of appropriation received.” Apparently, to
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uch state 2id, an academy had to be incorporated. T
fubszozea or the establishment of academies was pas’

L long after that both the Milhington Academy (18161
ademy incorporated.
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incorporated on Feoruary 2, 1817, by an act of
e The *morporafmﬂ trustees were J'\hn H Noland,
William Pryor, PhilipF Rasin, George Williarn Wilson,
V1iliam kea tmq—-aH noted and prosperous c1*17°n of fhw
one of them, James Dearce, had been a trustee of the

3 than two miles awav WhICh had been incorporated 'n
C1d) That school very tikely did not endure 16ng (There was,
succession of James Pearces?
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seems to have been uu'H and classes oor‘“aos alreagy neid by
M orp‘raz.on, secause the act mentions "“\c tot of around on
ademy now stands, was purchased | "ﬂm Henry Ti’!ohmah, £2qg
¢ the same to the use of the 3aid acaden -;x mwfﬂmq
ynn's history of Kent Com\' mwanm In the charter “the powers
rustees are set forth, one ¢f the duties being to appoint
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professors and teachers to instruct students "in the jangu ages and such
sctences and branches of education as they shall think proper.

i

$5"G wasmnq on College, 3100 1« ry A

’4'1=zﬁQ’w Afademv {Source 1s eyidentiy the ken

subsidy evidentiy persisted for some time. An ‘:867 ~etter th we keﬂ

News {‘_?an 17, !863,‘- indicates dissatisfaction with the Admm'strat ion of
Shrewsbury Acaderny, related to its imprecize status. He compiained that [he
oh rowaburv ar_horx% fprm were not as fong a< those of other schogls A

trus ' pecause they were forced t0 hire @ teacher kiown
12 De Inco , f&re him. The complaining citizen =314, 2ince
fre the county were petitioned for a div yof & :
dis *hm" DP”‘O teo many puptis for on

ara the petiticn, Doubie the amuft s levied and col

f= in werse condition than before. is it because our scho

;‘caderrw’-" f%: would be better to drop the rmr e fet go th

jonatec t by the State and the people bui new hoy

thelr ;‘v-.w-;.

The early deed for Shrewsbury Acaderny is not yet found Therefore, it is
not K_rmw'w if the bu tiding (or buildings) that preceged the circa 1658 building
was in the same location ;‘rs warren Gillespie of Galena has papers passed

down in her famity relating to the puilding of the 1858 schoclhouse, but they
couid not be reviewed for L,.r report. According to Mrs walters' manuscript
of the history of Galena, this new scheol was hmlf at acost of §2,000
125 in Kent ;oum‘\/ were eventually taken aver py the cour\t\,
1001 system, evidently after the great ;tate». ide smoo; orm rignt
ivil War in i563 the 3"‘""W1hu"y Lo
Oinmis

—imare ~F ve Of
sioners of t:"h_ L.vurh,’ LLalis

try
".|j:r“<l D

-3

D

5 .\.wdvd driu ghne
mmer term in GO0 the

.CH00T seems eachers: i!'z';;m v Boyer, Daisy : Miofte,
and Suste C Tavlor nt figure is given (Lynn, pp 40-43) The
501001 W 3as popu ular Yy known until 1916-1918, Wnen a réw, iarger frame schod!
was bulit eisewhere in Galena, as Shrewsbury Academy rather than Gzlena
PUbiic 5Choot '

E. Ranw i Lusby, then of Kennedyvitie, in an unpublished Washington
Cotiege thests (19507 refers, not ent!rmv fvparv,' Lo anearly )
twentieth-century dis pute (probab y about 1916) between the Kent County
nublic echoe! syatem and Shrewshury Church aver ’anpr hip of the
Shrewsoury Acadermy property. H 5% tes (. 30) that ¢ Jm L System

5 a
refucsed to si1gn an agreement with the church providing fnr rhn rh'wh to
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Contwnuation Page B 2

(,1

controt the land and thie school system the puiiding (me states that this
unsigned agreement ie among church records ) He *?wn cayes that "2 Soiut!on

was worked out later on inregards to this property, in which complete

awnership of the Jand was qiven to the Church.” Thie writer has not
researched this aspect of Shrewsbury Academy history, but feeis that there
never was a formal relationship hetween Shrewsbury Church and Shrewsbury
Academy. Sorie of the original trustees seern to have been prominent
members of ﬂhrpwsburv Lhurrh but one (Dr. Fdward Scott) probably was a
Methodist at this time” The trustee seem merely to be a group of prominent
iecal citizens mteroateo n havmc an academy fnr fh@ balena area According
J -'thwrme *+. De Prospo, there i€ no mention in “minutes before 1861
8 pury Academy. ’*Mch of the period before frxe Civil wWar was a
-:if‘. ';w t mc for Shrewsbury Church, it seemed at times that it would not
survive. it s not likely that it woul 'underfakp responsibility for another
verture  The ¢id Shrewsbury Academy building survived Lﬂu‘ apout 134C,

t

when 1t was Jekrﬂowshgd Pwoant y ha m b@en used as a dwelling for at least
part of the period between circa 1916 € and having stood acmt for the
remainder

That Shrewsbury Aradﬂmy did provide a public gathering place for the
Galena area, however, is shown by its use during the 1860¢ ang eariy :870s as
the tocation for Dermmc Shrewsbury Ct urrh services to accommodate tocal
carizhioners The "upper rgom” was said to have been used until St Andrew's
hapel (K-3 75, farht_ner north on Main Streef was completed in tne middio
15703 Rent evidently was paid to the school commissioners for trz Jse,
nowever

Q»—\.-,;,thu y A“afjemv was not the nnl\/ schoct of note in

nth-ceniury Galena, however. A short distance north on Main Stree!
L Benny operated a "seminary” fﬁr young fadies It 1= shown on the
Zae miap at the corner of Main Street and what is now called Seminary

ne buiiding is now gone, thou\]b the !3*90 rropf‘ remain, and 1t 1=

J: Dennis Church for overfiow parking The building was 3aid £o have
rge and frame and divided into numerous small rooms for 0 w‘d@ - on
= se ond and third storeys. Numerous Galena-area giris are known tc¢ have
ed rhomb it 15 not known whether fhev also boarded. This =chaol

beum b(i’t:'ﬂ as an aiternative for oider daughters of the local
he schoe! was advertised by an announcement: Miss £ L
;‘:sted by & well guall .;e* corps of teachers Course
fh“”um and fxp 1205 Moderar_e. m 1873 the properfy was sold te Jdohn
Carville Sutton for $2,500. (Kent County News, March 1S, 1878 whether this
transaction meant the end of the school 15 not known
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Eleanora M. Lynn, "A History of Education in Kent County, Maryland," unpublished
typescript chapter of forthcoming history of Kent County. Rock Hall, Md.: n.d.

Anecdotal history of Kent County schools, with some o0ld school reports attached,
located Cliffs School, Chestertown. Prepared by the Kent County Retired Teachers
Association, n.d.

Frederick G. Usilton, History of Kent County, Maryland, 1630-1916, with Additional
54 Chapters of the History of Kent County, Maryland, 1628-1980, by William B. Usiltonm,
ITI. Chestertown, Md.: Perry Publications, 1980.

Fred W. Dumschott, Washington College. Chestertown, Md.: Washington College, 1980.
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- GALBNA BUSINESS REFERENCHS.

JORGE 8TRBEL, Manufacturer of, and Dealer in.
Pumps of all kinds.
Notice. .

GEO. T. McCAULRBY, Dealer in Groceries .and
Provisions. All kinds of Salt Meats, Fish, Flour,
Meal, Choice Cigars, Tobacco, &c., very low for
cash. - SR e ‘

HENRY PARR, Manufacturer and Dealer -in Sad-

Aee VP e XA e Toemler WTallean

O n

-Also Repairing done at short -

G. W, WILLIAMS, Blacksmith and Carriage-ma-
 ~~ker. ~Horse-shoeing "and Repairing neatly and
* promptly done., o
G. W. LYBOLD, -Machinist and Engineer. Also
. Agent for Buckeye Reapers and Mowers and Sweep
~  Stake ‘Threshers, Eclipse Engine, Birdal Clover
> . Huller, Ealien Rake and Agricultural Implements
of all kinds, Engines repaired at short notice and
reasonable terms. '
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