
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM 

NR Eligible: yes_ 

no 

Property Name: _F_o_xh_o_l_e ____________ Inventory Number: _K_-_63_5 _____________ _ 

Address: Fox Hole Road City: Galena vicinity Zip Code: 

County: _K_e_n_t __________ USGS Topographic Map: _M_i_ll_in~gt'--o_n _____________ _ 

Owner: Isaac H. Covey 

Tax Parcel Number: _34 ___ Tax Map Number: _0_8 ___ Tax Account ID Number: _00_8_2_2_6 ___ _ 

Project: American Towers-Galena Site Agency: _F_C_C _______________ _ 

X no Name: Date: Site visit by MHT Staff: yes ------------ ---------

Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended X 

Criteria: A B c D Considerations: A B c D E F G None 

Is the property located within a historic district? ~no __ yes Name of district: ____________ _ 

Is district listed? X no yes Determined eligible? ~no yes District Inventory Number: 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: MIHP form completed by Margaret Q. Fallaw ( 1986) 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

The property formerly known as "Foxhole" is no longer extant. It appears to have been razed after the completion of the 
1986 MIHP form completed by Margaret Q. Fallaw. 

Prepared by: David S. Rotenstein Date Prepared: November 2000 
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Near Sassafras 

Pr iv ate 

The ·=rame, two-storey riouse on the soutnwest siae of tne road rn 

Foxhole landing, near the village of Sassafras, was built about 1867 ma 

vernacular ltalianate and Greek Revival style The plan of trie main section is 

central hall with one room on eacr1 side The main section is five bays wide 

with central double-doored main entry Its roof is sriallowly hipped anc 

originally had a broadly overhanging. bracketed cornice. However. after the 

oui lt-in ~;utter system deteriorated, the cornice was cut off and tne brackets 

;emoved. radically altering trie appearance cf the main section Tr1e :'iouse at 

r-o·x,·no'1e ;,- r·I'"', ~t-.e •nter1·u··r an almost unchanqed dOC' 1rnent· (',f ,..,-.iri.-·nc 1 1 i.), U1t Lil t1l... ' 1 1 1 i... 1 1 _. u I v1 1l11uU1•_. 

r. ;neteentri-century t<ent Count\/ ;)references in mter1 or styl inq. Tne w Jije, 
. -

comoouncly-rnoldea :rim, gralned to appear like oak. and the grained doors. 

oernaps to lrrntate rosewood, are a rare survival of trie kines of 1Jeta1is tr1at 

generally have been painted by trie l980s Hie generous central r1ai1, witn 

nandsome large newei ana continuous balustrade, is particuiarly comrnan1Jing 

oecause it is ooen to the r11gh second-storey ceiling. in trie k1tcnen tnere is 

an ear1v ~:ent County use of a cupboara with a counter-1 ik.e work surf ace 

oetween iower and upper cabinets. Trie person for wnom it was built, Simon 

w Boyer (and his wife Sarah A Boyer). rnay have had some relationsnip to the 

business activity once centered at trie nearby wharf on the Sassafras River, 

where tnffe was once a granary and active sriipping business. The riouse 

.:,eerns rn never r1ave oeen part of a farm. trie surrounding farm iana 

accompanying nearby r·1oreton Hall (K-126), whose interior seems to riave Deen 

usecJ as a rnode 1 for tr1 is house. 



Survey No. K-635 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE ~yes no 

1. Name {indicate preferred name) 

historic 

and/or common Foxhole 

2. Location 
South side Foxhole Rd., .7 mile northwest of Rt. 290 

street & number west of Sassafras _not for publication 

city, town Sassafras 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
_x_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 

_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
_ __x_ not applic_able 

-X----- vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
__x_ no 

congressional district 

Kent 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_x_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 

. _other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Mr. and Mrs. John Collins 

street & number P.O. Box 54, Foxhole Rd. telephone no.: 755_666 7 

city, town Golts state and zip code Maryland 21637 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Kent County Courthouse 

street & number 

city, town Chestertown 

"By will from" 
liber JKH 6 

folio 246 

state Mary 1 and 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys NONE 

title 

..,.te _federal _state _county _ local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
__ good 
_x__ fair 

Check one 
__ deteriorated __ unaltered 
__ ruins __!___ altered 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
_x__ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. K-635 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The frame, two-storey house on the southwest side of the road to 
Foxhole landing, near the village of Sassafras, was built about 1867 in a 
vernacular Italianate and Greek Revival style. The plan of the main section is 
central hall with one room on each side. The nnin section is five bays wide 
with central double-doored main entry. Its roof is shallowly hipped and 
originally had a broadly overhanging, bracketed cornice. However, after the 
built-in gutter system deteriorated, the cornice was cut off and the brackets 
removed, radically altering the appearance of the main section. There is a 
lower two-storey rear service wing with gable roof whose southeast side is 
continuous with the southeast end of the main section. Now somewhat 
deteriorated, the interior is almost in its original state, with handsome 
grained doors and trim, a generous central hall with handsome stair, and three 
kinds of period mantels in themain section. The grained trim of the main 
section is notably wide (c.9") with multiple profiles. The interior details are 
very similar to those of nearby Moreton Hall, a nearby building of the same 
period that is slightly earlier. 

(Continued) 



8. Significance Survey No. i<-635 

Period 
-~ prehistoric 

. 140G-1499 
- 150G-1599 

_ 160G-1699 
_ 170G-1799 
__x___ 1 SOG-1899 
_190G-

Specific dates 

'~reas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
_x_ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Circa 1867 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: natiGmal state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The house at Foxhole is, on the interior, an almost unchanged document of 
middle nineteenth-century Kent County preferences in interior styling. The 
wide, compoundly-molded trim, grained to appear like oak, and the grained 
doors, perhaps to imitate rosewood, are a rare survival of the kinds of details 
that generally have been painted by the 1980s. The generous central hall, with 
handsome large newel and continuous balustrade, is particularly commanding 
'iecause it is open to the high second-storey ceiling. In the kitchen there is 
~n early Kent County use of a cupboard with a counter-like work surface between 
lower and upper cabinets. The person for whom it was built, Simon W. Boyer (and 
his wife Sarah A. Boyer), may have had some relationship to tbe business activity 
once centered at the nearby wharf on the Sassafras River, where there was once a 
granary and active shipping business. The house seems to never have been part 
of a farm, the surrounding farm land accompanying nearby Moreton Hall (K-126), 
whose interior seems· to have been used as a model for this house. 

(Continued) 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. K-635 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name _______ _ Quadrangle scale _______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I I I I I I I ew l I 1 I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ .__I_.____._ ____ __.~! .__! _._.____.__ __ __ D LJ_J ,__I .._I . ......._ ......... __.I .__I .....__.___..___.._.-.... 

E LL.J I I .__I ...L--1.__._ __ 
F LiJ I I I '~ ........... ---

G Li.J I I .__I .......__..___.__ __ H LiJ I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title 

organization 

Margaret Q. Fallaw, Survey r.onsnltant: 
County Commissioners of Kent County 
Historical Society of Kent County date June 29 1986 

street & number 
Courthouse 
Church Alley 

778-4600 
telephone 778-3499 

city or town Chestertown state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



ront· in1.:;.;t1·rr· Pd-ge 7' ,_,1 .......... ,01 '·' i<-635 

Tr1e main section of the riou~.e at Foxhole is 42 feet wide bv 2\) feet deeo 
Tiie rear winq 1s 16 feet wide and almost 24 feet deep. Tr1e win'q Is three bays 
deep and 11as no openrnqs on its rear qab le-end. The main sect ion has no 
open1ngs .::in its west end and only in the south bay (on botr1 storeys) of the 
e::ist end. 

The ~~xterior wails are covered with horizontal, lapped weatherboard 
witri c. 5--1/T to 6-1/2" exposure. There are broad, heavy double cornerboards 
(1-5/8 trlick., 8" wide) that were not quite corner pilasters There 1s no sign 
of there r:aving been bases or caps The rear wing cornerboards are single 
The w ina 1s covered with the same type of weatherboard, but with some areas 
patched or covered with asphalt shingles or vinyl or aluminum sid1ng 
Plywood now covers the second-storey rear gable. Some of the wall is open 
to tr1e weatrier, revealing the framing to be r·1eavy brace-framing. 

The foundations of tr1e two sections are built of brick. Tr1e rnarn sectior1 
has only a crawl space, while there is a cellar under the entire wing The 
brick bon(j of the wing foundation is 1-to-5 common. 1 he main-section 
foundation is unusual in havina narrow vertical slits (c 2" x 17") for 
ventilating the crawl space oddly, the rear wall of the wing foundation 
protrudes about 1" beyond the weatherboard. There may have been some sort 
of drip or band-boar a here at one time. 

T!-iere are three criimneys Two are in trie main section, at trie center, 
within the wall, at each end These criimnevs are bu1lt of red brick. and are 
now heavily patcr1ed; triey eacri serve two fireplaces i"r1ough these chimneys 
were intended to be quite low, to flt with the style of the roof, they once may 
h-.-.-. t-.-.-1 -aor ~i-·-rc -r-- n~ne row prer·-r'" -.-he tf--ird c""1·mre'V ir •w'it'"ir· ~he : ,c:l\/t' 1 ldU 1_., ::.. lilt','- d t', IU l ,;t;', lL. ; 11 ~.Ii J ;l I , ,.::, ._!!,;I LI I 

wall at tr:e center of the wrno·s rear aable end. About 26" square, this 
rrj \1 ·1 t· ri f·1 1, kit.r-!-·t=1r· ,:;tr I· _.lt r·-r - t. - . C f . '-.i.rnne; \en .. euun1ya"·''-·1~.i_..,uve ,_ 1a.:ic:1,wo cour.,e'"'ap 

Tr1e 1Nindows are double-rHJnq. The main-section window,:; have 4-over-4 
1 iqhts, qujte rare in this periotj in- the county The secontj--storev windows 
ap-pear sornewriat sr1orter tr1an tr1ose of the first storey Sii1s are f)O]d 
t,3-518" tr1ick), and trim is plain and 4" wide, with a drip. Some sills have 
been covered or replaced. A single 1igrit measures about 15" x 20." Trie 
shutters l1ave all been removed. Those of the first storey were probably 
paneled, and second-storey shutters were most likely louvered. Some of the 
shutter dogs remain, and the pintels are in place 

Wine windows are also double-hung, but with sash havrnq 6- over- 6 
~ ights. lr-1rn here is also 4" w1de and plain. Tr1ere are two sefs of shutters 
remainino in place ori the west wall. Each shutter has two recessed panels 
triat are 6lan and unmo1ded. 1riere are r1andsome cast shutter dogs w1tr1 
embossec back plate still 1n piace These shutters were hunq on applied, 
rnort i sed·- l n rii nges. -

-: he roofs are now covered witri aspr1ait sriinqles. i r1e oriqlna: cornice 
was cut cH after the built-in qutter system began to leak. ancf there 1 ·:: now a 
pia1n box cornice with an overnanq of about 10". There are bracket at"iO'.-:,ts on 

- \continued) _, 



Cont :nuat ion page 7.2 K-635 

the verv cleep frieze i c 20") that is made of two f iush boards. There evidently 
were no brackets on trie rear main-section wa1i. Several brackets are stored 
ir1 tne cel1ar. They are built -up from three boards, a total of about 3" thick, 
and are boldly scro11 sawn. The lower leq that was applied on the frie?e is 
about 23" long, and the upper arm is about !6" long. · · 

The 5ta1r in the central hall is open--strinq, dogleq and of unusually 
qenerous proportions. The treads of the first run are 51-1/ 4" wide, and those 
of the second run are almost the same. The hall itself is 10 feet wide. The 
newel is unusual1v larqe anC: quite ~.imllar to the one at Moreton Hall. !t has 
an octaoonal base' and Tntermediate sections. The vase-shaped main shaft 1s 
also ocfa9onal There is a foliate band below an 8-l/2" diameter cap witri a 
white eel 1uloid double "am1tv button" in its center that is removable and 
~ev·-a1.-· t•,r. h.-it f3cter1·ng cy:s+pm 'oe10"' •or +he raq ar·-l ~ap Th·~ ~3i 1 ;-1 e ; :=.. 1 1e uu, ... I .. H.. 1 • ._) :... ..... •• ... .. 1 c: .. 1. lu L . , 1 e j .. l i 1 ::--; 

continuous from the newel to the balustratje's end on the second storey There 
are two turned balusters with octagonal ba~.es per tread 

The rnain entry has large double doors. each with a recessed oanei :·here 
is a S-l1ght transom alternatinq larqe and small 110hts. with a sma11 once ir> 
the centei~ Trie laraer iiqrits a(e twke the s17e of-the ·smailer H1ere are 
three narrow sideliqhts with some vivid colored cilass still remainina. The 
transom ~1iass is also colored w -· 

in the parlor. the west room of the main section. triere 1s one 
pref abr1cated white mantel of marb le-1 ike appearance. with round- headed 
arcr1 an(j keystone. The dinina room mantel is of wood and much plainer, 
tho1~g_h the 1ower_ edge of the broad, plain frieze. is boldly cut into a cyma 
pror:1e on eacri s1de of tt"'1e center point and add1t1onally rounded where it 
meets the pi !asters The second storev mantels are bo ldlv fluted and 
bracketecL · · 



Continuation Page 8.i r~-635 

The r10use appears to have been in one f ami 1v since it was bui it. The 
rrc.·-ent O''"ner 'c the grando'-iiql-·+er rr- ·-;r1-·on \•I Df;O\(er and 1-ic wife ·::ar:::.n' A '°')1 'C~J 1 1 L WW' I l ._J j I • . du 1._.! IL i d .:) i 1 ,"V. · f '.. 1 l i ,_:_ 1 . ....! · 1 U1 '· 

Bove:. wr-o bouqht the lot in 18o7 from 8. R. Walms.ev (r.,ent Lountv Land 
Records, JKH 6/246) Tr1e 1860 i'-1artenet map of l<ent'Countv is unc iear in tr1e 
vicinity of this house. but it appears that onlv Moreton Hall (K-126) wa5 
stand:na on trie road to Foxhole The Griffith 'famj]y was dominant in the area, 
owninq floret on Hall and its surroundinq farm as we 11 as several other nearbv 
farms.-· !-r1e Foxr1ole t1ou;=,e property seen1s to have come from tr1e Moreton Hai1 
farm: 1~ never seems to have included more trian about one acre. By U-ie 1877. 
the year of the maps of the Lake, Griffinq and Stevenson atlas, the ~oxhole 
house is shown as owned by only r·1rs. S A Boyer Most of the surrounding land 
is in the E?state of Wrniam J. Griffitr1. Griffith apparently was trie .jeveloper 
of the 'Nharf propertv, where a warehouse was noted. In fact. the 1andmq was 
called Griffith's i..andfno. · -· -· 

About twenty years 1ater tr1e high ground to trie north of trie wnarf roac 
t·ecarne a srnall amusement par!< and entertainment area, with dance pavilion 
~·~amed Dewey Park, evidently in honor of the highly popular Admiral Dewey of 
the Spanish-A.merican War, Dewey Park seems to have been built about 1898 
or 1899. Triis park served mainly upper county residents and those of nearbv 
Delaware who found the trip to Tolchester Beach and Park on the Bay too Jona 
a trio :twas started by J. Shallcross and E. ·1 homas Massev. Shalicro;s J 

evidently owninq the 1 and Bes ides a large dance pavi 1 ion, there were tab le~ 
or bootris nearbithat sold desserts and otrier foods, a play area for ~riiidrer: 
with equipment .. a horse-shoe pitchina area, a ioustinq course .. a 
r·1orse-powered merry-go-round, and 2i°'bseball aiamond Tr1e park evidently 
dee l med about 1914. After the park closed, the larqe dance pavi 1 on was taken 
down and moved to Belmont Farm, K-i:i9, wr1ere 1t 1s used as an rnplernent 
shed. 
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K-635 
Foxhole 
Foxhole Road, near Sassafras 
M. Q. Fallaw - 6/29/86 
North facade 





K-635 
Foxhole 
Foxhole Road, near Sassafras 
M. Q. Fallaw - 6/29/86 
View to east 


