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Russell Farm/Free Gift/Cmnmins Farm 
Near Galena 
c.1820 

Richard Holding purchased 210 acres of Free Gift from the heirs of 

George W. Forrester in 1813.1 He is listed on the 1822 Tax Assessment 

owning the same parcel, which is valued at $860.00. Whether the existing 

house was built before or after 1822 is questionable. Its was, however, built 

before Holding's death in the early 1840's. Holding's daughter and son-in

law purchased it from the estate and sold it in 1849 to John H. Cummins.2 

Thereafter it is referred to as the Cummins Farm. 

The Federal style house which Holding constructed is a two-story, 

frame structure, three bays wide and two bays deep (23' x 30'). It has a side 

passage or townhouse plan, with two parlors on the east. Connected to 

these, the kitchen wing was later replaced by the Cummins family. It is said 

that the kitchen wing was one room longer than the existing two-room, two-

story structure. 

Holding's house has an open-string stair with delicately turned 

newels and intermediates and three rectangular balusters per step, 

beneath which there is beaded panel spandrel. The mantels in both parlors 

are identical. In form and plan the Russell Farm is similar to two other 

houses which stood near Millington, one on the Chesterville-Millington 

Road and the other at Unicorn in Queen Anne's County. 

In the 1877 Atlas, the Russell Farm is owned by J. G. Black. 



1. Land Records, Lib. BC 7, fol. 432. 

2. Land Records, Lib. JNG 12, fol. 133. 



K-64i Circa 1810-1840 

Russe:; Farm 
Near Galena 
Pr1vate 

The ~~usse11 Farm is located on tt-ie east side of the Galena-Chesterville 
road, about two miles soutr1 of Galena, near what came to be called Lambson s 

Station ar"ter the Kent County Railroad built a station at its mtersectiOn w1tn 

the road The Lambson-Mil 1 ington Forest road borders the farm on the 

southwest. The house·s two sect ions are frame. Tr1e earlier. two-storey, 
main section, built in a late Federal style perhaps as early as 1810 or as late 

as 1840, rias a s1de-r1all pian two rooms deep. Tt1is gable-roofed section 1s 
deeper than it is wide The main facade faces south. On the east end, there is 

a shallower kitchen wing witr1 lower-pitched gable roof that rias had a room 

:ernoverJ from 1ts east enc. Appearing to date from aoout tne rni;jdie of tne 

nineteenth century, it 1s about half the tjepth of the main sect ion and has a 

porch along its entire south vvall. The wing rear wal1 1s continuous with that 

of tr1e main section. There are two tan chimneys in tr1e east end of the rnain 
c,p,-tio.· r· ~·d-r~1 ·-pru1·r1 ( 1 firw['id-Cuc C'n bC'+n· dorou,- Th1°rP ic d:- h::tnd·s,-,r·lP i:pa'er::ti _ _,,_I_! I._ -·I-=>- V l'='.11\.-,Jf -\..~._iJt Ji_!~·- Jc-y;). 1l'C _.,._, llU Vtl-!-- U. 

·:.tair to tr,e third ieve1 (thougri it 1s now closed off) and espcc1aily nandsorne 

first-s:oi-ey mantel~., which are 1dent1ca: They are s1rn1lar to those seen at 

Lambson Farrn (f(-187) and at Tirnber Levei i='arrn (l<-598), wr1icr1 r1as a building 

date of 1t.37 The si(je-ha11 p1an, with one front and one rear room ad_iacent to 

the nali. :s very unusual for a Kent County farrnriouse. It 1s really::: 

townhouse p 1an, for a narrrow 1ot The on 1y otr1er upoer-county house in 

wr1 ich thi·:; pian is seen is in Georgetown, at Duckho110'N W-117), built of br10:: 

iri the 17C.Os by a person with probable Philadelphia connections, and in a 

town-like' location, thougr1 there, too, there is a side wing, nardly a soacc1 

saver in fact. this o!an virtually duplicates that of Duckhollow, including 

the iocat·on of the wing door and the rear roorn·s cupboar 1J The rial! e1;tends 

tr1e ceotn of trie Russell farmnouse on tr1e first storv and 1s qenerousiv wide. 
; ... J 

\J•:vot1on •)fan unusual amount of space for a farmhouse to a formal, 1ittie 

used area 
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State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic Russell Farm 

and/or common 

2. Location 
East side Rt. 290, .1 mile north of Lambson-Millington 

street & number Forest Rd., 2 miles south of Galena -- not for publication 

city, town Galena _x_ vicinity of congressional district First 

state Maryland county Kent 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
_x_ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_x__ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
___ not applicable 

Status 
_X_ occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
__ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_x_ no 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ museum 
__ park 
*- private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Hr. & hr<>. Howard Lee Russell, Jr. 

street & number 

city, town Galena 

telephone no.: 648-5288 

state and zip code M 1 d 21620 ary an 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Court House liber WHG 38 

street & number Cross Street folio 12 

city, town Chestertown state Maryland 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys NONE 

title 

date __ federal __ state __ county __ local 

oepository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
_x_good 
__ fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
_x_ altered 

Check one 
_X_ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No. K-641 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Russell Farm is located on the east side of the Galena-Chesterville 
road, about two miles south of Galena, near what came to be called Lambson's 
Station after the Kent County Railroad built a station at its intersection with 
the road. The Lambson-Millington Forest road borders the farm on the southwest. 
The house's two sections are frame. The earlier, two-story, main section, 
built in a late Federal style perhaps as early as 1810 or as late as 1840, has a 
side-hall plan two rooms deep. This gable-roofed section is deeper than it is 
wide. The main facade faces south. On the east end, there is a shallower 
kitchen wing with lower-pitched gable roof tht has had a room removed from 
its east end. Appearing to date from about the middle of the nineteenth 
century, it is about half the depth of the main section and has a porch along 
its entire south wall, its end against the end of the main section. There are 
two tall chimneys in the east end of the main section, each serving fireplaces 
on both stories. There is a handsome Federal stair to the third level (though 
it is now closed off) and especially handsome first-story mantels, which are 
identical. They are similar to those seen at Lambson Farm (K-187) and at 
Timber Level Farm (K-598), which has a building date of 1837. 

(Continued) 



8. Significance 

Period 
__ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 

A~reas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation 
__ agriculture __ economics 
_lL architecture __ education 

Survey No. K-641 

__ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ law __ science 
__ literature __ sculpture 
__ military __ social/ _ 1600-1699 

_ 1700-1799 
_X_ 1800-1899 
_1900-

__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ theater __ commerce 

__ communications 

Specific dates Circa 1820-1840 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A 

A 

__ exploration/settlement __ philosophy 
__ industry __ politics/government 
__ invention 

Builder/ Architect 

B c D 

B c D E F G 

national state local 

__ transportation 
_other (specify) 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The side-hall plan, with one front and one rear room adjacent to the hall, 
is very unusual for a Kent County farmhouse. It is really a townshouse plan, 
for a narrow lot. The only other house in which this plan is seen in the upper 
county is in Georgetown, at Duckhollow (K-117), built of brick in the 1780s by 
a person with probable Philadelphia connections, and in a town-like location, 
though there, too, there is a side wing, hardly a space saver. In fact, this plan 
virtually duplicates that of Duckhollow, including the location of the wing 
door and the rear room's cupboard. The hall extends the depth of the Russell 
farmhouse on the first story and is generously wide, devotion of an unusual 
amount of space for a farmhouse to a formal, little used area. Though the 
original main section was small (but presumably with a wing or separate 
kitchen earlier than the present wing), it was nicely apponted with the kind 
of details that might more likely be seen in a larger, grander house. The 
stair, the mantels, and the doors are all handsome. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. K-641 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name _______ _ Quadrangle scale _______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i..J I I I I B LiJ I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Zone Easting Northing 

c LU ._I _.___._ ____ ......... ..... ol.i.J ~I ~l.....__--...~I ~I~_._~~ 
E LLJ ._I _.___._ ____ ......... .... F LLJ I I I .._I ............... ___.__~ ........ 
G LLJ ._I ....__.. __ _ 

H LiJ I I I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county 

state code county 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Margaret Q. Fallaw, Surveryor Consultant 
County Commissioners of Kent County 

organization Historical Society of Kent County 
Court House 

street & number Church Alley 

city or town Chestertown 

date July 8, 1986 
778-4600 

· telephone 77 8-3 4 9 9 

state Maryland 

code 

code 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 
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Tr1e main section is about 23 feet wiae and 30 feet deeo. The south, main 
facade is tr1ree bays wide on both storeys, witri openings evenly spaced and 
al inned frnm first storey to second. The rear 1s also three bays wide. though 
:;, fhe west bay there is only a single window between storeys, for tr1e stair 
landinc !n the west qable end there is a centered pair of attic windows, and 
one off-center w!ndow below to light the hall. Hie off-center door to trie 
1,vest end porch at trie foot of the stair is an addition The east qable has one 

.;~. 4 0"! ·r: •re ,---u•h h-\· ~;..-.-re tha' w·-c 'n +hp rorth ba11 1-.as-been rr·mnvwd W111U v•, .IL.] .::.U Lliudy. :ileUJ '- c:L;,: Lil~ l ". yli. it: Iv <C. 

The w1nq is 26 feet wide bv 16 feet deep it 1s four bavs wide on the soutri 
side and-two in tr1e rear There are no openings on the ·east end. Trie cellar :s 
'Jnder t'l1':. s.ect1on of the house, entered through the south wing porch f1r:)or, 
and tr:ere is sorne evidence that a previous bu1 ldinq or w inq was once 1n tha~ 
1ccat10r: ~ -

The f,)undat1or of tr1e main section is field stone. The foundat1on of the 
wing 1s oartialiy parged. it 1s of brick, but 1rregu1ar1y 1aid :n piaces anc 
:epaire'J At the entry to the cellar there is some Port Deposit oranite. out 
th:s (Joe:; not seern tb :-:ave been used throuqr1out :=-1e!d stone rn~av be in trie 
lO'vVE'r part of the br1ck walls There 1S too-rnucn whitewashinq ana repair 
'•vork tc be certa1n of tr1e kind of stone -

-:here are two tali ma:n section criirnnevs. witrdn trie east end wa:~ anc 
centere(j within each bay. They are necessarily tall to be able to prevent 
down(jrafts from b1cwing over the ridqe and mto trie criimnevs Triev are 
parqed, with a two-course cap The w·1ng chimney 1s through the ridqe not 
qui~e a~ t:-ie ea·;t nab le-end wa11, between tr1e first and second bars fror-n trie 
east Tt-iere 1s a three--course corbelled cap There are now two metal flue::. 
:r1 p'.acf'. 'Nith riOO·js ur baffles. Trie room below wrlict-1 thi'.; crlimney served is 
row trie "1tcr1en. thouqh it rnay once have been a dinma room 1f there was once 
- r··u-.,-- +-r'" .. -r ·o +f-.-. ";..:;:.-+ \'l .. '·-h rr·'.,.n+ have >-eer a klt-'ner· d.Udi1d, ... 1le.:... Ll1t't:'u'.:i ... 1 w\Ji:Lil1.!l\jlLii U 1i 1~Li i. 

The east enc of tt"'ie rnain section 1s covered wit horizontal, lapped 
weatt-1erboard w 1th an exoosure of about S- ! /:2" 1 n the attic old beve le<j 
weatrierboard was seen under tr11s. -;-he other- th1-ee exterior wa1is of tr1e main 
sectior :ye covered with asbe::.tos cement srnnqles applied over the 
weatr1e:boa:d. TherE are now no cornerboards. ~ihe ..,..j ir1c; L; covered w: tr: 
asbestc1s sringles everywhere except on the main. soutt<facade 

A,spt·.a:t sri1nqies over wood sr'iinqles cover trie :oof'; l he rna1n sec:1on 
has flush verge boards Some that i~ lapered and with lower edq_e beaded 
r.::ima·ri·- -.-, +h eas• end and·- ·-r+ir-"y .. r~---rt rr tt-e wee• e",-; ·"'e··r :- -. "'": !; ; U11 Ld • L 1::. e.1L, e1• µ e::.e I~ u 1 ~.1 --''- 1iu. 111 1 e ;::; ,-..J 

sr:iall bo:x corri1ce, with overhana of about 8" On the south sic!e the •:.r0w0 a'ld 
betj i'iave .Jeen 1eplaced o: covered. but early rnateria: mav st1'.l be oreser:: c1n 
the nortr-1, thougn it is an unusual crown mater1al !tis symmetrical. with 
upper aria lower coves and two larqe Deads w1tri a point 1r1 bet.veer-:. ~r:e bet: 
moidino 1s a r~ove above a cvma revers.a The wino corn1ce 1s olai:i anrJ ooxea 
On tr1e ~0Jtr1 there 1:~ a bed of a cyrna reversa with f:11ets. The overr1ang of 
the eaves 1s about 12". ,At the east end the:e are flush verqe boara-= These 
are probablv all new materials appiied after re-sidinq • 

· 1 continued) 



.• . . ' . ~ 1 ·~ L om: nu at 10n t-' age 1. l. ~~-641 

_ Tr1e ma1~ sectio0 wi~(jows are do,ut)1P- h~ng wlth .6-over -6 !igr1ts except 
ror one rear :.:'-over-/ replacement wooden ~:-jiqnt storm wmclow::=, are m 
place The attic windows \3) are double-hunq wilh 2-over--4 1iqhts Secona 
storev windows appear srwrter tr1an trwse o(trie first storev Some of tr·1e 
trirrl has !Jeen replaced, but the oldest trirn appears to have an 
cvo1o-w1th-fii1et backband. 1·he architrave of first storey windows 1s abou~ 
37" x 64" The shutters r1ave been removed. but pint les remain The w 1nq 

. ; .... ....j - . . - -i . L- , - h' - .. - - - .,...- ,.. .L +. - : - +. + - l- -. i ~ - - -' i. ~ + - l- - -W11n ... uws are uouu:e-:iunq &id La::ie111enL, Llie idLLer ueinq reP1dCeu K1LL:it:in 
1.v1ndows or tre soutr1 s1ae The wing 6-over -6 windows are taller tr1ar the 
mam-::.ection windows. i-'lost are covered witr1 n-::;1 aluminurn 
storms-s:reens The south windows have narrow beade!j tr1m Wmq shutters 
ire ::.ic·\ nu·r:·e. rut l-<inqer r;:irn::.ir -'-.II u .... 1U ":I , • .. ) 1... iii _ ~, ....... 11u11l. 

:rie rr1air1 entry :sin the west bay of the south, approacr1 side. :r-iere is a 
five-liqr1t transom The oriqmal trim appears to be in place, 4-114" 1;vide 
sµi:t-fau:i witr1 an inside be-ad and a backband_ Tr1e door appears later; it riaS 
tv..;o vertical panels 

7 he '.3ta1r rises to the north on the hall west wall. it 1s open strinci The 
spandre1 is pane lied, witr1 ten panels triat are recessed and slinritly raised, 
w 1th a double- bead pane 1 molding, as used on the house doors, but smaller 
Tr1ere are three balusters per painted tread. A cove moldinq is applied as a 
tread bed There are simple lattice step- end brackets. The-balusters are 
about 1-l/8" x 7/8", triougr1 they appear sornewr1at variable wr111e sti11 being 
or1gina1 appearing. The newel is slender and turned, with the ma~n shaft 
er1tasizec. or: a 3-114" square, plain base. : r1ere are simple turninqs at upper 
and lower main sr1af~ ends The rail is near1v round, about 2-1/4" ~o 2-3/8" 
!ti·; ,~ontmuous to trie encl of trie stair on trie third leve:. rismq over 
1ntermed' ates that are the same as the starting newel; the rail qcc·::,e ·-·e k.·:::'' 
at eacr: c,r these. it appears triat trie house was built w1tri trie lnfentiG:-• o 
fj11i-=h1n(1 th1' LI t1>1·,..1 d 1P'/P1 hut it ha-=, nP" 0 r bP 0 n dona ro. r rrantp'1"::; ''.:,up ohn r)'.:: '.J · · · · :i - ,C ' I l ._ ._ '. :...I . ·- . - •. - V \.. - \.. '-. 1 L : • ! l . '- - - .l - ~ - . '- ._ -·· 
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K-641 
Russell Farm 
Rt. 290, near Galena 
M. Q. Fallaw - 7/12/86 
View to northwest 
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K- 641 
Russell Farm 
Rt . 290 , near Galena 
M. Q. Fallaw - 7/12/86 
View to southeast 
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